NEWSBRIEF
LUTHER POTPOURRI 

FOR FACTS AND FUN

The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Martin Luther was a Menschlichkeit, a German term signifying a person’s full humanity.  Putting to use the many gifts and faculties of the human being, such a person delights in the discovery of learning, the rigors of challenge, and the satisfactions of food, conversation, humor and empathy.  Luther was such an individual.  He embodied a healthy worldliness.  A biographer of Luther, A. C.  McGiffert (Martin Luther: The Man and his Work), remarked, Luther was “one of the most human of the world’s great men.”

Luther was also a person characterized by his particular time and he made mistakes, yet later generations do well not to be excessively harsh on his chauvinism toward women, his impatience toward his opponents and the Jews who did not share his own insights, and his use of coarse and dismissive language.  At the same time, Luther’s teachings embodied many ideas that would see constructive development long after his death.  For example, while saying that women “ought to stay at home . . . for they have broad hips and a wide fundament to sit upon to keep house and bear children” (Luther’s Works, Table Talk, p. 8), he was also the first theologian of stature to say that sexuality and women are gifts of God, and that the “stations” into which Christians are called have equal stature in the eyes of God.   Or again, while his social ethics could at times appear too conservative and quietistic, his early testimony at the 1521 Diet of Worms has inspired many Christians to bold, counter-cultural stances: “Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason . . . my conscience is captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  God help me. Amen.”
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This Newsbrief  invites the celebrants of Luther to a light-hearted look at his “full humanity” as well as some of his teachings.   It sets forth a potpourri of facts in the form of questions.  The 

answers are in the key on the last page.

1) In the 16th century, Martin Luther King wanted only to correct 
     the church, not start a new one.  T or F.  This is why Luther is 
     called a “reformer,” not a “revolutionary.”  T or F

2) Unscramble another name for Jesus: penetcrar.   Another name 

     that Luther took when hiding at the Wartburg Castle was Junker 

     George, a bearded knight.  T or F

3) Luther had not arrived at his mature insights into the Gospel 
     when he wrote The Freedom of a Christian in 1520.  T or F.

4) Justification by  ?   through   ?   is the central Lutheran 
     affirmation of the Gospel, whereby we receive the gift of 

     forgiveness of sin and salvation.

5) On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed 95 Theses to the door of the 

     Castle Church in Wittenberg.  Were these “debating points” or 

      “term paper topics” of worried Wittenberg students?

6) Lutheran confessional writings of the 16th century are assembled 

     in The Book of   ?  .  (hint: a town in New Hampshire)

7)  Most of the 65 million Lutherans worldwide have never heard 

     of Ole and Lena.  T or F  

     Luther named his second son Zwei, and composed “Buchlein 

     fur Peggy Sue Luther”.  T or F

8) Was Luther’s beer of choice Torgau or Miller High Life?   

9)  Luther’s beloved dog was named Tolpel.  Does this mean 

     “blockhead” or “handsome”?   Did Luther say Tolpel would go 

      to heaven with “hide of gold and fur of silver”?  Yes or No

10)  Though Luther did not believe that the devil was an incarnate 

        person, he did believe that the devil was a malevolent foe of 

        God and Christians, and that the devil often harassed and 

        tempted him.  Did Luther really say, “But I resist the devil, 

        and it is often with a fart that I chase him away.”   Yes or No 

11) Luther’s counsel to “sin boldly” is found in Luther’s Works, 

       vol. 48, p. 282.   Does he mean: a) if I sin, I might as well 

       enjoy it, or b) risk sin instead of inaction, trusting in Christ?

12) Was it Luther or Philip Melanchthon who observed:      

      “Temptations of course cannot be avoided,  but because we 

       cannot prevent the birds from flying over our heads, there is 

       no need to let them nest in our hair.”

13) T or F.  Reputedly, Luther smuggled 12 nuns out of town in a 
       herring wagon, one of whom, Katherine von Bora, became his 
       wife and the mother of their six children.  She also home 
       brewed.  

14)  T or F.  Luther wrote that a man who changes diapers “may be 
        taken for a fool or at least henpecked,” but if he does it as part 
        of the divine calling of marriage, even God smiles!

15) Did Luther say: a) “I am proud to have a church named after 
       me,” or b) “Why should it happen to me, miserable, stinking 
       bag of worms that I am, that the children of Christ should be 
       called by my insignificant name?”
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KEY: 1:F, T; 2:Carpenter, T; 3:F; 4:Grace, Faith; 5:debating points; 6:Concord; 7:T, F; 8:Who knows?; 9:Blockhead, Yes; 10:Yes; 11:b; 12:Luther; 13:T; 14:T; 15:b

(NEWSBRIEFS, this one written by the Rev. Dr. Paul Seastrand, were produced by the Quincentenary Task Force of the Montana Synod—ELCA to observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.)
PAGE  
2

