2nd Sunday of Easter


1 Peter 1:3-9


Psalm 16


Acts 2:14a, 22-32


John 20:19-31





Whenever I read this passage, I have the urge to read it in dramatic style with the interruptions that go through my mind when I read it.  My brain reads the words calmly and then my imagination sounds like I'm arguing with the writer.





'When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked' – What do you mean; they were locked up in a house just a few hours after some of them went to the tomb and were told that Jesus had risen?  Shouldn't they be out celebrating in the streets with an intensity that is similar to cheering for a favorite team that just won in March Madness?  What's wrong with these people?





'The doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews.'  Here's where I really get confused.  Were the Jews that scary?  Weren't the disciples Jews?  Wasn't this good news greater than their fear?  On the other hand, what was going on in the city of Jerusalem, to cause them to lock themselves away?  I suspect things must have been bad.





'Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”'  I do approve of how Jesus started the conversation, not that he needs my approval.  He knew the disciples were very upset and weren't feeling at all peaceful.  His first priority is to bring peace to this stressful time for his disciples.  His first words let us know of the need for peace in that room filled with chaos.  Maybe then they could listen to him.





'After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.'  THEN?!?!  It took showing his wounds in order for them to figure out who he was?  They didn't see who he was right from the start?  Maybe they were so shocked, they just couldn't imagine it was actually him. Did you notice that the disciples didn't say anything till Jesus proved he was Jesus?  No running toward him, no hugging him and no shouting for joy.  No hugging each other because those rumors of his rising had turned out to be true.  Just silence until he proved he was really Jesus, raised from the dead.  A bit anti-climatic on their part, don't you think?





'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”'  For a second time, Jesus shares peace with them – peace in the midst of anxiety, fear, disappointment.  Peace in the midst of what now may be astonishment or  relief.  Peace in the midst of whatever conversations and feelings the disciples must have had before he got there.  I have a feeling their conversation before his arrival wasn't very peaceful.  They were in need of Jesus' peace.





'A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”'  A whole week has gone by.  Why in the world would the disciples still be hiding?  For some reason, Thomas hadn't been hiding last week.  This week he is here hiding with the disciples.  I think we should rename him 'Faithful Thomas.'  He didn't believe the disciples, but yet decided to stick around, maybe hopeful that he would see Jesus too.  And yet, the disciples are still hiding.  Maybe there were undesirable scenes in the streets that frightened the disciples enough to remain in hiding.  We can only imagine.  What we do know is that the disciples were still isolated.  They weren't sharing the good news yet.





And in this second visit, like the first, Jesus' first words were, “Peace be with you.”  The disciples must still have been very anxious.  They still needed Jesus' peace in their midst.





'After touching Jesus' wounds, 'Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”'  Finally, someone said something that could be counted as 'good news!'





'Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.'  Now this is good news!  Jesus didn't just bring peace to the disciples!  That peace continued and still continues today.  Whew!  Somehow, after these 2 interactions, with the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the disciples were able to leave that room, go out into the world and share this good news that the Holy Spirit empowered them to share.  They were able to share the good news about 'My Lord and my God!'  And we can hear it!





And the disciples' lives were anything but peaceful.  Yet, in the midst of it all, they continued to believe, as Thomas said, “My Lord and my God.”





I'm convinced that the only reason the disciples could do what they did was because, in the midst of the wild ride they were on as the first Christians, the peace of Jesus was with them in their hearts and the Holy Spirit lingered when Jesus breathed it into them.





I want to go back to what their conversation might have been like before Jesus appeared to them in that locked room.  Why were they in such need of Jesus' peace?  Were they comforting each other and being very pastoral?  I have a feeling that was not the case.  I wonder if they were blaming themselves for not protecting Jesus.  Maybe they were blaming each other.  Maybe they were horrified at the desertion of so many people who had been his followers just a few days before his crucifixion.  I wonder if they were calling them names.  Maybe they were calling each other names.  The Roman government would certainly be a good target for finger pointing.  Pontius Pilate could have stopped the whole thing and instead he washed his hands of the issue.  They might have had a few choice words for him.  Had I been there, I could see myself questioning the eyesight of those who claimed to have already seen Jesus.  I would have wondered if they were dreaming.  What if some of the disciples were calling others liars?  Whatever the conversation, it was not peaceful!  The group was probably divided and maybe even angry with each other.  How long could they manage to remain a group with the lack of peace in their midst?





'Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”' 





'Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”'





Somehow the disciples accepted the peace offered to them, left the safety of that locked room, and went on to share God's love and peace with everyone who would listen to them.  They came to understand what it meant to be reconciled to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus and they shared this good news.  As they made the shift from disciple – learner – to apostle – teacher – the peace Jesus extended to them remained with them, allowing them to remember that Jesus was “My Lord and my God.”





We are still in need of Jesus' peace, aren't we?  As we celebrate Easter, we do so in families that love each other, know each others' faults, sometimes can't stand to be around each other, stick up for each other, stand together against the outside world, take sides against each other and wonder why things are so messed up even when they are getting along well.  Our nation is certainly divided, and we forget that we can worship alongside of people that are very different than us.  We forget that God loves each and every person equally, not just those that we agree with.  We are in need of Jesus' peace and the breath of the Holy Spirit today as much as when Jesus appeared to the disciples.  





In the midst of all this anxiety, anger, suspicion and distrust, Jesus brings to us peace and breaths into us the Holy Spirit.  'By his great mercy God has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.'





The good news doesn't stop with our understanding that Jesus is 'My Lord and my God!'  That is just the beginning!  Jesus suffered, died and rose again so that we might have life in abundance.  That doesn't just begin when we join him in the resurrection, although we know that will happen.  That abundant life begins now because we have the peace of Christ in our hearts this day and always.





I have a plaque that says, 'Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of God.'  We can rid ourselves of the idyllic vision of peace where everything is always perfect.  If that were the case, we wouldn't use the word peace.  We would call it perfection.  That only happens in heaven, even if we wish that were different here on earth.  But I do think that if we entered into every conflict with the invitation of Jesus' peace, we might reach much more just and workable solutions.





The life of the apostles certainly wasn't peaceful.  I can only hope that they knew the peace of Jesus in their hearts as they tirelessly shared the good news of Jesus death and resurrection in the midst of the challenges that came with their sharing.





They continuously worked to define what it meant to be a follower of Jesus, even when they had different understandings of what that meant.  They reached out to the Gentiles, who were vastly different from the Jews, the original believers.  It didn't always to well.  It was difficult to figure out how to worship when people came from such different backgrounds.





After 2000 years, we are still figuring it all out.  But I'm sure we can if we continue to remind ourselves that the peace of Jesus is for all of us.  Jesus calls us to celebrate that first Easter each and every day because he died and rose again for each and every person!  His forgiveness is for you!  It is for those that you love!  It is for those who look like you!  And it is for those you have trouble loving.  It is for those who look very different than you do.  It is for those whose culture is hard to understand and accept.  We celebrate Easter, knowing that Jesus has no favorites because we are all his favorites.  Sometimes that peace needs to be told to us more than once!  May the peace of Jesus be with you today and always!  Amen.


1 Peter 1:3-9


3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.


 


 


Psalm 16


 1Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;�  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”� 2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,�  upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.� 3But those who run after | other gods�  shall have their troubles | multiplied.� 4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,�  never take their names up- | on my lips. R� 5O Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;�  it is you who up- | hold my lot.� 6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;�  indeed, I have a | rich inheritance.� 7I will bless the Lord who | gives me counsel;�  my heart teaches me night | after night.� 8I have set the Lord al- | ways before me;�  because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. R� 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;�  my body also shall | rest in hope.� 10For you will not abandon me | to the grave,�  nor let your holy one | see the pit.� 11You will show me the | path of life;�  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. R


 


Acts 2:14a, 22-32


14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, � ‘I saw the Lord always before me,�  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;� 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;�  moreover my flesh will live in hope.� 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,�  or let your Holy One experience corruption.� 28You have made known to me the ways of life;�  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’� 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, � ‘He was not abandoned to Hades,�  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’�32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”


 


John 20:19-31


19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”�� 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”� 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”�� 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.


