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Leader: Today we are going to talk with a very important person in the Lutheran
church. His name is Martin Luther. 500 years ago he led a movement in the Church
called “The Reformation.” That is a big word that comes from the smaller word —
“reform.” The word “reform” means “to change,” “to correct” or “to make better.”
We’ll talk more about that after our interview with Mr. Luther.

Enter Martin Luther

Leader: Good morning, Mr. Luther.

Luther: Good morning and good morning, children.

Leader: Mr. Luther, we would like to hear more about the Reformation and your part in
it. Would you please tell us a little about yourself?

Luther: Sure, | was born in 1483 in Saxony, a part of Germany. My father was a miner
and foundry owner. | was a very good student in school. My father wanted me to be a
lawyer, so | decided to go to law school.

Leader: What was it like in Germany at that time?

Luther: Well, it was not a good time — many had died because of the Plague, a very
serious illness. Many of us lost loved ones. Death seemed to be everywhere, and
people were very afraid of dying. They thought God must be angry with them.

Leader: That doesn’t sound good at all.

Luther: Right. It was very bad.

Leader: How did you become a monk? You were studying law, right?

Luther: Yes, | was studying to be a lawyer. But then one day a flash of lightning struck
me to the ground. It scared me so badly that | was afraid | would die. So, without even
talking to my parents, | decided to become a monk in the Catholic Church. The Church
taught at that time that the way a man could most please God was by becoming a monk.

| wanted to do whatever | had to! | wanted to make God happy

Leader: Wow, | bet that was scary. So what happened next?



Luther: Well, because of my near-death experience, | had these awful feelings of not
being good enough for God to love me. | was afraid that if I died that very minute, that |
had not been good enough for God to love me, so | wouldn’t be able to go to heaven. |
knew | would be judged and found guilty of sin. | tried everything to be good enough,
to feel good enough.

Leader: So what did you do?

Luther: 1 did everything | could think of. | prayed, I tried to starve myself; | thought if
I made myself miserable enough, then God would love me. | know that probably sounds
crazy to you now, but that’s how many people thought back then.

Leader: | think I also heard that you went to Rome. What was that all about?

Luther: Yes, Rome was considered the Holy City. You could do lots of good things
there to make God love you.

Leader: Like what kinds of things?

Luther: Well—just going there supposedly gave you points with God. It was a long trip
and | had to walk the whole way.

Leader: Wow! The whole way?? How far was it? And why did you have to walk?

Luther: It was about 800 miles. And we didn’t have buses or trains back then; they
hadn’t even been invented.

Leader: So—what kind of “good things” did you do in Rome?
Luther: Well, the biggest thing was that | climbed the Scala Sancta, that’s the Latin
name for “Holy Stairway.” 28 stairs!! They told us that these were the actual stairs

which Jesus had climbed on his way to the cross. The rule was—if you kissed each step
and said a prayer, someone who had already died would go to heaven.

Leader: So—did that really make you feel good??!!
Luther: No! Awful! When | reached the top, I still thought | was an awful sinner.
Leader: But we are all sinful, right? How can any of us not be guilty?

Luther: That’s exactly what | thought. Here I did all these so-called holy things, and
still felt bad. That is when | began to read the Bible, and I learned a lot!

Leader: Tell us what you learned, please.



Luther: 1 learned that—yes, people are not always good, not always loving. But that
doesn’t mean that God doesn’t love us. God loves us—no matter what!! Of course
God doesn’t want us to be mean or do bad things. God wants us to know that the way
to be really happy is to love—to love others, to love God, even to love ourselves.

Leader: Wow! That is great news!! God loves us so much that he sent his Son, Jesus, to
show us that love—a love that’s even more powerful than death. Even when he was on
the cross, even when he was dying, Jesus still trusted in God’s love. Jesus died for us,
and went ahead of us to Heaven—to be ready for us when we die. Great news!

Luther: Yes, it is. The Catholic Church during my time was teaching that we had to do
“things” or “stuff” to get ourselves into heaven, but the Bible teaches us that Jesus has
already taken care of our death, so we can be free to live and love and serve others in
this life.

Leader: So—we should still do things or good works or something to please God,
shouldn’t we?

Luther: Oh, yes, we should, but not just to please God. It is the way God made the
world—that we’ll all be happiest and the world works best if we love each other and
help each other.

Leader: All that you learned and all your concerns make sense. What did you do about
your concerns?

Luther: I actually wrote down all my concerns — 95 of them! On October 31, 1517, |
nailed my list up on the church door. In those days the church door was like the bulletin
board of the city. The list is called the 95 THESES (or concerns).

Leader: | bet the people of your time did not like what you were saying, did they?

Luther: Lots of the people did, but the church leaders didn’t. | had to hide in a castle
for a whole year because they were so upset. They wanted to kill me. But God was
there beside me, keeping me safe the whole time.

Leader: Awhole year. Wow! So what did you do in that castle for an entire year?
Luther: Well, | kept studying the Bible. | wrote many papers and | even translated the
New Testament into German, so everyone could read it. Before this, it was only written
in Latin and Greek.

Leader: You kept pretty busy then.



Luther: Yes, | did. But I finally decided to leave that castle and go back to preaching
the gospel and teaching students. | guess that was my way of practicing what |
preached—trusting that God would take care of me when | die, so | should do what God
wanted me to do while I was alive on earth.

Leader: Well, Mr. Luther, we realize that you are a very busy man, so we will let you get
back on your journey. Thank you so much for taking the time to come and visit with us
today.

Luther: Well, you are very welcome. Thank you for letting me come in to talk to the
wonderful children here at (name of church).

Leader (to the children): Let’s tell Mr. Luther thank you for visiting us today.
Children: THANK YOU!
Luther exits.

Leader: Many things changed during Martin Luther’s time. Can anyone tell me what
some of those changes or reforms were?
There are many different answers to this question.

1. how people believed——that God loves us always, even when we’re not good

2. their faith in Jesus; people began to believe that Jesus showed us how much God
loves us, and keeps loving us, even when we die

3. God wants us to love Him and love others and love ourselves... but not because
that’s how we get to heaven; it’s the best way to live on earth.

4. People began to read the Bible in a language they could understand.

Added notes to share:

Martin Luther was married in 1525 to his wife, Katie. They had 6 children. Martin Luther
continued to teach until the end of his life. He died in 1546 at the age of 62. Our Lutheran
Church got its name from Luther, even though he never meant to start a whole new
church.



