Pre-K — 2"9 Grade Art Rotation

Main Goal- The student will create a shrinky-dink of the Luther Rose and will learn the
symbolism behind each part of the rose.

Preparation

First read Luther’s explanation of his coat of arms (in the Wikipedia article on the Luther rose), then
prepare a visual of the Luther rose in which each part can be discussed individually (this would be
particularly effective if each piece would detach from the other pieces and you could show it to the
students by itself — check out http://www.goodshepherd.nb.ca/seal/ ). Also trace the Luther Rose on
a piece of shrinky-dink plastic for each of your students, and punch a hole in them so they can be
threaded on a piece of ribbon to hang. The students will color the symbol during the lesson time.
You will also need something to heat the shrinky-dinks with — a toaster oven usually works just fine.

Prayer

Begin with this or a similar prayer — “Dear God, thank you for your Word, which we have come to
study this morning. As we learn how you were present with Martin Luther, remind us that you are
always present with us as well, and that you always love us. In Jesus’s name we pray. Amen”

Story
Begin by using the visual of Luther’s rose and asking if anyone has seen it before (it might be in your
church somewhere — you may want to take the students and show it to them, if possible). Explain to
them that this is a symbol that Martin Luther designed to remind him of God’s great love for him.
There are 5 parts to the symbol

Cross — Black — Reminds us of Jesus’s death for us

Heart — Red — Reminds us our hearts, which are kept alive by God'’s love for us

Rose — White — Reminds us that faith in Jesus brings joy and peace.

Background — Blue — Reminds us of the sky, and the joys to be found in heaven with Jesus

Ring — Gold — Reminds us of the eternal nature of God and the eternal life promised to us

Use the different pieces of the symbol to quiz the students on what each piece is supposed to remind
us of. Start in order, but progress to asking in more random fashion as the students progress.

Lesson

Once the students have a grasp on the different parts of the symbol, it is time to color their own
Luther Roses. Give each student a piece of shrinky-dink plastic with the outline of the Luther Rose
on it and access to permanent markers (you may want to use paint shirts for this part of the lesson).
When they are finished coloring the plastic, put it onto a foil-lined sheet and into the oven (or toaster
oven). When the plastic flattens out, take it out of the oven, reminding the children not to touch them,
as they will be hot!

Wrap-up

While the students are waiting for their shrinky-dinks to cool, go over the different parts of the Luther
Rose with them again. When the plastic is cool, help the students thread them onto a ribbon and tie a
knot so they can be hung in their room.

Closing
Close with a prayer thanking God for being always near and for Jesus’s death that gives us the
promise of eternal life.
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