
Martin Luther and the Reformation  
Rotation Sunday School Lessons 

 
Rotation Model Sunday School is a program where hands-on, activity-based learning is employed to 
engage students with Bible stories and faith topics.  The key is repeating the same story for multiple 
weeks, thereby giving time for repetition and reinforcement of the students’ learning.  For more 
information on the Rotation Model of Sunday School, please visit www.rotation.org. 
 
This rotation-style curriculum has six weeks of lessons for two different age groups.  The younger set of 
lessons is suggested for students in preschool through second grade, and the older set is for students in 
third grade through sixth grade.  These are guidelines – feel free to use these lessons as best fits your 
particular congregational context.   
 
The lesson set is focused on Martin Luther and the Reformation in Germany.  Each set of lessons includes 
a lesson in Art, Music, Games, Drama, Publication and Movies.  The students will hear each week a 
different facet of the story of Martin Luther’s rediscovery of the Good News of God’s forgiveness and love 
for us.  The lessons will introduce the students to a basic timeline of Luther’s life, Luther’s “Coat of Arms,” 
Luther’s hymnody, Luther’s Small Catechism, and the basics of Law and Gospel.  A basic outline of the 
curriculum is below. 
 
I am excited to hear how these lessons are used in congregations and to hear any feedback from those 
who use these lessons.  Please feel free to e-mail me at astamp001@luthersem.edu with any questions or 
comments you have on these lessons.  
Prepared by Rev. Amanda Applehans, Co-Pastor of River of Life Ministries of Sanders County, Montana. 
 
 

Workshop Pre-K-2nd Grade 3rd-6th Grade 
Art Learn about Luther’s Coat of Arms 

and make shrinky-dink Luther Roses. 
Learn about Luther’s Coat of Arms and 
design your own using Christian symbols. 

Music Learn about Luther’s hymnody and 
play “A Mighty Fortress” on color-
coded, 1 octave instruments (bells, 
xylophone, etc.). 

Learn about Luther’s hymnody and write 
a song telling of God using a familiar tune. 

Games Learn about Luther’s life through 
games focused on different parts of 
the story. 

Learn about Luther’s life through games 
focused on different parts of the story. 

Drama Interact with an adult dressed as 
Martin Luther and listen as an adult 
interviews him. 

Interact with an adult dressed as Martin 
Luther and listen as an adult interviews 
him (using questions thought up by the 
students). 

Publication Learn about the printing press and its 
importance to the Reformation, and 
stamp cards that say “God Loves You” 
and “You are Forgiven” to hand out to 
congregation members. 

Learn about the printing press and its 
importance to the Reformation, and 
stamp cards that say “God Loves You” and 
“You are Forgiven” to hand out to 
congregation members. 

Movie Learn about the life and times of Martin 
Luther by watching the Luther movie 
sponsored by Thrivent in 2003.  (You 
may want to do this lesson first as an 
introduction to the unit.) 

Learn about the life and times of Martin 
Luther by watching the Luther movie 
sponsored by Thrivent in 2003.  (You may 
want to do this lesson first as an 
introduction to the unit.) 
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