PreK — 2"4 Grade Publishing Rotation

Main Goal — The students will understand how a printing press works and why it was
important to the Reformation.

Preparation

In preparation for this lesson you will want to watch the Luther movie (2003 Thrivent edition), and
read up on the history of the printing press (Wikipedia has a good article that gives the basics).
Gather blank cards, rubber stamps (for words: “God Loves You” and “You are Forgiven”), stamp
pads, crayons/colored pencils, and items to decorate the cards.

Prayer

Begin with this or a similar prayer — “Dear God, thank you for your Word, which we have come to
study this morning. Help us as we learn about all the different ways that technology can help us get
out the word about your love to all the world. In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen”

Story

For the story section of this lesson you will be showing a section of the Luther movie put out by
Thrivent in 2003. Begin the clip at the start of scene 8 (when Matrtin is talking with Hannah about the
indulgence) and stop when Luther is preaching in the church. After the clip, draw students’ attention
to the printing sections of the clip. Did they see the big machine with the crank? Explain that the
students had taken Luther’s theses down to print many copies of them so more people could read
them. After the public had read Luther’s theses, the men who were selling indulgences were having a
hard time making money. Luther became well-known quickly, and because of his fame it was harder
for the church to get rid of him.

Lesson

Explain to the students that the printing press made it possible for us to have books in our homes like
we do. Printing makes many copies much faster than handwriting them. Today we are going to
press words onto a card so we can share God'’s love with someone. Give each child a couple of
blank cards and access to stamps and stamp pads. Encourage them to use stamps and other art
supplies as available.

Wrap-up

As the students finish up their cards, have them help you clean up. Remind the students that Martin
Luther and his students used the technology available in their day to spread the word about God’s
love. We can use everything we do as a way to share the message of God’s love as well! The cards
can be given out to the congregation.

Closing
Close with a prayer thanking God for technology and all the different ways that we can spread God’s
love to those who need to hear the message.
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