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        The Season of Epiphany, 2019 

 

“If there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete:  be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind.”  (Philippians 2: 1-2) 

 

Dear Members of Montana Synod Congregations, 

 

Grace and peace to you as you conduct your annual meeting.  An annual meeting is an 

opportunity to gather as a congregation, to reflect on the past year, and to make plans for the 

upcoming year, including election of leaders and adoption of a set of mission priorities (in the 

form of a budget.)  This year you may want to be aware that the Montana Synod Assembly is set 

for May 31-June 2 in Great Falls.  Voting members will select a new Bishop, who will take 

office September 1, and be installed September 21. 

 

The annual meeting is also an opportunity to explore the church beyond the congregation.  

Your congregation is a part of the Montana Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America.  So you are part of Lutheran Campus Ministry at MSU and UM.  You are part of the 

Northern Rockies Institute of Theology and the Lay Pastoral Associates program.  You are part 

of Freedom in Christ at the Montana State Prison, Spirit of Life on the Fort Peck Reservation and 

Our Saviour’s on the Rocky Boys Reservation.  You are part of Pacific Lutheran Theological 

Seminary and Luther Seminary, Concordia College and Pacific Lutheran University.  You are 

part of Lutheran Social Services of Montana, and Intermountain Children’s Services.  Thank 

you. 

You are also part of global mission—working with ELCA partners across the globe.  As a 

Synod we are particularly engaged with our two companion synods—the Cape Orange Diocese 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, and the Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran 

Church. 

 

Most congregations elect council members at the annual meeting.  This year the Montana 

Synod has prepared some video resources for church councils, addressing topics such as: What 

does a Council do?; How to run a meeting; How to find resources online;  Finding you mission.  

Watch in the Synod e-news for details.  These videos are a gift to congregations from NRIT. 

 

May God bless you in your meeting, and in your ministry in the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

In gratitude, 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Crist, Bishop  

Montana Synod 


