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“…the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the…shadow of 

death, light has dawned.” Matthew 4:16  
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
The season of Epiphany – the revelation of God’s light into the world – has come. And with it also come 

annual meetings for you in your congregations. 
It’s been a wild and crazy year, hasn’t it? Last year at this time, we were meeting in person, preparing 

budgets, voting for new council members and getting ready for the new year; yet we were still in the dark about 
what was heading our way. Now a year later, Covid-19 hasn’t disappeared as we wished; things haven’t gone back 
to normal. Instead, hundreds of thousands have died, we’re exhausted, and we’re still disagreeing about masks.  

But there is also a light dawning on the horizon. Vaccines have been developed through the God-given talents 
of doctors and scientists and, if all goes well, we will be able to gather again for worship, faith formation, fellowship 
and service sometime this summer if not sooner.  

Over the past year, we as your synod staff have been honored to travel with you and your congregation on this 
difficult journey. While we weren’t able to “fix” things or make it all go away, we hope that the guidance, support, 
resources, encouragement, and love helped you to do the work of the gospel in the dark days as well as the bright 
ones. We too have been exhausted by the realities we as a church were facing, but it was and continues to be a joy to 
equip you in the ministry Christ has called you to in your community. 

“Synod” means “walking together on the way.” And in spite of everything that has happened, all of us -- 
whether congregations or ministries, synod staff or synod council, WELCA or ecumenical friends, members or 
affiliates – we in the Montana Synod have walked on the Way of Jesus Christ together this past year, equipping one 
another to do things we hadn’t thought possible before the pandemic. Even though it was hard to see sometimes, the 
light of Christ was there calling us forward into the ministry of the gospel and we followed it in beautiful ways. 
Thank you for all you have been doing to share God’s love during these difficult days! 

But we’re not to the end of the tunnel yet. We may be able to see the light, but we still have some distance to 
go. Events and activities will continue to be affected over the next months by our need to love and protect one 
another from the virus. This includes the Synod Assembly, which for the first time ever will go virtual. Though it 
will still be held during the first weekend in June, it will look and feel much different than past years. Thankfully, we 
will not be the first to conduct our assembly digitally. This past fall, several synods held their assemblies online, 
including having bishops’ elections. If they can do it, so can we! 

More detailed information about the 2021 MT Synod Assembly will be coming in January about what your 
delegates will need to do to prepare. But one thing you can do at your annual meeting is to find and elect delegates 
who have some comfortability with the technology of computers or people who are willing to learn. While this may 
seem rather daunting right now (I know I’m feeling the pressure of leading my very first assembly online), by June 
we’ll be as ready as we can be to let the Spirit guide us into the new possibilities this digital assembly will open for 
us now and into the future. 

No, we’re not where we want to be yet. But that’s okay. We can make it. In the Spirit’s power, we will come 
out on the other side more resilient and equipped as followers of Christ because now we know how important the 
church that equips us to grow in faith, love and hope is and we are being called to find new and more effective ways 
of being church together. 
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As you make your plans for the year 2021, please do your best to keep the Epiphany light of Christ in your 
sights rather than getting stuck in the gloom of the past year. Remember what Jesus says to us in Matthew 28: “I am 
with you always until the end of the age!” Christ is with us and, when we follow his light, amazing opportunities will 
open as God does new things in our ministry.  

May the light of Christ bless you and your congregation in the year 2021!  
 
        In Christ’s Love, 

         
        Rev. Laurie Jungling 
        Bishop, Montana Synod, ELCA 
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