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Please remember in your prayers this week: 

Pr. Char Schmiedeskamp, undergoing radiation.
 
The Caribbean Synod, struggling for justice in Puerto Rico

For the Missoula interfaith community, as they celebrate with neighbors "Celebrate Islam Week."
 

From the Montana Synod Prayer Calendar:

Faith Lutheran, Ronan

William and Blanche Hetzel Foundation

Nebraska Synod

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWJ02in3rBCtP6VNOOLuYt9Ra71vdXyd8NnbFNrHcsS9gydi_kHPfBklnymUwlyRGrI2AaYVHI8XvZ-l9Mr6fnp-RJQ3MFv5ePBh1G_8TDabdBYnDmoWzLodbrc2wc4PEWIcf5mjaLyKX&c=&ch=


Words From the Bishop - Deepen Faith and Witness -
Community
 
"How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in  unity!" (Psalm 133:1)

Community is a faith  practice. We were not created to be solitary beings. Christianity is not a solo sport.
In  the second creation story, in  Genesis 2, God immediately saw that it was no good to have one human
being all alone. Partnership was the beginning of community.

When Dietrich Bonhoeffer started an underground seminary in  Nazi Germany, he wrote a guide for
life in  community. Life Together is h is exploration of community under dire conditions. He writes:

"Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ." He goes on: "It means, first,
that a Christian needs others because of Jesus Christ. It means, second that a Christian comes to others
only through Jesus Christ. "

In  the United States we have a long h istory of individualism. Thomas Jefferson remarked, "I am a sect myself." And Thomas Paine declared,
"My mind is my church." George Rupp, in  h is book Commitment and Community, challenges the "unchecked individualism" of Paine and
Jefferson, saying: "A religious dimension of the culture that is available directly to individuals displaces religious institu tions. Here, as elsewhere
in our society, individualism threatens to run amok."  He continues: "For those of us who are their members, religious communities provide
symbolic universes: rituals, in junctions, images, and ideas through which we interpret and in turn share our experience."

It may be more efficient to pray to God alone. It may be more relaxing to do it on your own time table. It may be more comfortable not to be
surrounded by people who may make demands or you, who are different from you, who disagree with you. But we need each other. The body of
Christ is made up of in terconnected people.

Bonhoeffer remembers the scattered Israelites. And he references h is own situation of being separated from the larger body of Christ in  their
little seminary in  h iding. He writes: "The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the believer."

Jesus told h is followers that "where 2 or 3 are gathered in my name, I am there with them." That's what it takes. Gathering. Together. In
Christ's name.

We live in  a flashy world, a competitive world, a world hungering for entertainment and new distractions. Sometimes we th ink we must make
our churches that way, "so people will come." God does not require us to be flashy when we're not. God gives us the gift of community and tells
us to use it, to lose our selves in  it. Community is not about numbers and it is not about innovation. It is about the hard work of being together,
of being drawn together by something larger than ourselves, and for a purpose deeper than our imagination.

We've all heard people complain that they don't "get anyth ing" from coming to church. But that's not the point, is it? We come together for the
sake of coming together. Community is created when we come together, is it is blessed by God. And that is enough. We don't come together to
"get something." We come together to be transformed by each other through the risen Christ.

The 9th century hymn writer captures it well:

            Where true charity and love abide, God is dwelling there.
 
            We are gathered by the one love of Christ Jesus;
            Let us lift our voices to God and b joyfu l.
            In  holy wonder let us love the living God,
            And may our hearts ever be one in faith fu l love.
 
            Since we are all one in the Lord, as we gather,
            Let us be watchfu l that no strife still divide us.
            Contention, envy, itt will, spirt-may these all cease;
            With us, abiding in our midst, is Christ our God.
 
            Where true charity and love abide, God is dwelling there.
 
Jessica Crist, Bishop
Gra c e  Ga the r ingGra c e  Ga the r ing
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

We have four fantastic days planned for the 2016 Grace Gathering and hope you will be able to take part. 



The Grace Gathering will bring people together from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
as the concurrent event to the ELCA Churchwide Assembly.

In addition to experiential learning, worship and presentations from special guests, a unique feature of
the Grace Gathering will be the variety of workshops offered to participants to help prepare for the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation in 2017.

There will be many special guests including Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee, who will deliver a keynote address.

Grace Gathering registrants will also have an exclusive opportunity to participate in online continuing education through Wartburg
Seminary in the months following the Gathering.

Reserve your spot today by going to  ELCA.org/GraceGathering. 

Congra tula t ions  to the  ne wly  orda ine d!  Congra tula t ions  to the  ne wly  orda ine d!  

 This past week our companions in the Cape Orange  Diocese received two new pastors into ministry. Congratulations to Sandra
Vorster and Gertjie De Vries Bock! 

  

Job  Op e nings  in Sidne yJob  Op e nings  in Sidne y
 
Financial/Membership Secretary
Part time position (20 Hours) where the person will recruit, schedule and coordinate volunteer ministries within the congregation;
record and keeping financial membership, and activities information up to date.  This person will also serve as office support and do
cross training with the administrative assistant. 

Youth and Family Ministries Assistant
In this position you can work up to 30 hours per week.  Contact and build relationships with youth and their parents.  Help develop,
coordinate and oversee Pella's programs with children and youth.  Coordinate with the Pastor Confirmation, education and youth
programs.  Work with office staff, committee personnel, council and volunteers.  Coordinate the planning and scheduling of activities
such as retreats, fund raising projects and meetings.  Assist in recruiting Wednesday Bible School, Confirmation, LYO, and
Vacation Bible School staff, selection of curriculum, planning and preparation of programs. 

For information about these positions, please contact the Pella Lutheran Church, Pastor Judy Wozniak, at (406) 433-3350 or email
pella@pellachurch.net.

Luthe ra n D is a s te r  Re s p ons eLuthe ra n D is a s te r  Re s p ons e
Dear friend in Christ, 

One year ago today a powerful 7.8-magnitude earthquake rocked central Nepal. A second major earthquake struck just
one month later with almost 400 aftershocks, causing continued waves of panic. More than 8,460 people were killed
and almost half a million homes destroyed.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWL9kSVOhJcW66MHz7xDo16rkTXjMyogl6FGBj21h675qXmdXow_5qiGmLfZaP3rxITxD6MamL_RTZq0ZYfRbMLp0bzN7Za4sQ8TzT8NAeBlMD25wQbkTEoquLGVOcCeqag==&c=&ch=


Lutheran Disaster Response has been and will continue to respond to the needs of our Nepal neighbors. Working with
an extensive network of partners who are actively engaged in communities, we were able to respond rapidly after the
earthquakes hit. One year later, we are still there rebuilding and restoring - empowering communities and meeting
livelihood needs.

 The Nepal Earthquake: one year later resource provides stories, images and more details into the work being carried out.
 

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
Director of Admissions
 
As the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago lives into its Public Church curriculum, it is essential that our Director of Admissions
reaches out to a new generation of visionary leaders. The Director of Admissions will lead the task of recruitment and admissions,
chiefly (but not exclusively) for our first degree programs: the Master of Divinity and the two Master of Arts degrees. The Director will
serve as a representative of LSTC through contacts with colleges, churches, synods, and other organizations. Because the Director
will engage a broad range of prospective students, it is essential that s/he brings a high degree of intercultural competency. Full time
position with ELCA benefits. For a full description please go to http://www.lstc.edu/about/employment.php
 
Applicant Qualifications
LSTC is interested in strong and diverse candidates for this position. Women and/or persons from historically underrepresented
cultural groups are especially encouraged to apply. Interested applicants should either hold a masters level degree in theology or
otherwise demonstrate familiarity with the patterns of graduate theological education and the candidacy process of the ELCA.
Membership in the ELCA is recommended but not required.
 
The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago forms visionary leaders to bear witness to the good news of Jesus Christ. Learn more
about LSTC at www.lstc.edu.
 
 
Application Process
Please submit a letter of interest expressing your reasons for applying, accompanied by a current resume of background and
experience, including a list of references. E-mail your resume and letter of application to employment@lstc.edu or by mail to:

Office of Operations
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago
1100 East 55th Street
Chicago, IL 60615
 
Screening of applications begins immediately and will continue until the appropriate person has been hired, desired start date is July
1, 2016.

Na t iona l  Works hop  on Chr is t ia n Uni tyNa t iona l  Works hop  on Chr is t ia n Uni ty
 
The Rev. Amanda Liggett and the Rev. Valerie Webster,
Ecumenical & Interreligious Officers of the ELCA Synod and
Episcopal Diocese of Montana, respectively, are having a
rich and inspiring experience at the National Workshop on
Christian Unity in Louisville, Kentucky. We look forward to
sharing about our experiences when we return. Valerie

Prison Ministry Partnership, April 2016

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWL9kSVOhJcW6zQM3Pa1s2xAWO5rb-ZbcvIB-egPPaWAyLtzgIw_zBu0qjN_E4PYy0iJIjiM7jJOLGplFgBCshdRZeNmS5QRsHvP2KnvSHF7xwj6GFwHwuj2NX6tF5PFQhCL_qIr_xQ189x7LDZ5xz-akjje7IW_TwMI3JrM8EIuXN1z3PjsdbD6vUeYrcUNWGbLk6c80UF8ucnQ1CU_tosUSAudfi_preAkj4rhu2sgSkF5qJQ2p45-1pl-1Ogqzp1UuoheQyC_Lx7oin3E4mSFLJCnvK9JF8uEL5mYYEAiPTDudGW0H5AZGWg2bw3G5-RquhEGh_dpAv16VlmWHAhwjxTRS12T_Lcc8MS-htDWN019Cl2fyO_As_gsjFhjw2D-E_czaCbTbm4rZUBYzgk_6pe0Pgtut9w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWL9kSVOhJcW6FxMXq0ryGVAZ3leIRdtmAFswq1Uy1ds6FhjYOQgP3uIm-HdvB90X3Pzqg9CtXWSlwYRls1sqecZgrGO9019EFzzL7m9iRBOcyZW7OOZ-lghvh5fdrLgURLrTh2tjLrbGTPG15cOCCCc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWL9kSVOhJcW6Ea4-z1E6O_hJ5Pffh7PJGX8VjC6GMI-0ta8fEJ4YBAOgRPhzwBR66LMEfGIWNX_fHM3Y-DHz4J5pi-7y4Q530y9NEfiCH648&c=&ch=
mailto:employment@lstc.edu


 
One of the desired outcomes for our conversations is strengthening all of our prison ministries by sharing information and
encouraging members of our churches to get involved. Our core team is passionate about working with people affected be
incarceration. As one of our volunteers recently said "I got involved to be of service to God and to others but I find that every time I go
to the prison I am given more than I am able to give." You can experience this for yourself by:
 

Praying for these ministries and the people involved in all aspects of the criminal justice system.
 

Attending worship services or Bible studies at the Montana Women's Prison in Billings or at the Men's Prison in Deer
Lodge.

 
Being on a leadership team for retreats: Homeward Bound (ecumenical Walk to Emmaus/Cursillo retreat) or Kogudus
(Lutheran) retreats.

 
Mentoring a returning citizen who has paid their debt to society.

 
Donating gently used casual or business wear in Billings.

 
Attending Healing Communities training to develop a ministry to persons returning from or at risk of incarceration, and
their families in your own church and community.

 
Donating art work or quilted items for a fund raiser. Freedom in Christ Prison ministry receives about a third of its
support from the national ELCA and local Montana Synod with the rest coming from fundraisers and donations.

 
Attending a Freedom in Christ fund raiser:
Saturday, June 25 Dinner, silent auction and concert by the Johnny Cash tribune band C Steve Music at St Paul Lutheran
Church in Missoula.
Sunday, October 9 Quilt auction via the internet at various locations in the state, including Billings, Great Falls, Sidney and
more.

 
To volunteer or contribute contact the following people:
 
Worship, Bible Study, retreats, mentoring or clothing donations in Billings: Pastor Wendy  
Ochs at Evangelical United Methodist Church: 406-259-1897 or pastorwendyochs@gmail.com

Worship, Bible Study, retreats, mentoring in other areas: Pastor Rob Nedbalek, Freedom in Christ Prison Ministries at 406-
694-5267 orpastorrob@ficprisonministry.com

Kogudus Retreat Pr. Greg Karlsgodt, 406-544-1699 or gk@kogudus.org

Donations or tickets for fundraisers:Bea Rosenleaf, 406-560-4993 or Bea@ficprisonministry.com

Healing Communities training: Pr. Melanie Martin-Dent, 406-560-6371 or mmartindent@yahoo.com

MAC on the Move!
 
From the beginning the Church has been a living organism communicating
the Gospel through relationships. Jesus said, "For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them" (Matthew 18:20), and Paul
called this living embodiment, the Body of Christ (Romans 12:4-6). As
Christians, simultaneously rooted in a particular faith community and a part
of God's movement in history, our participation in Christ is multi-layered
and multi-faceted.

To read more and subscribe to the MAC newsletter click here! 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWL9kSVOhJcW6Pua500zflWLQFGK2EDYMX_ibGSOyTtE1ebZix9-lthpwL0J_11BUO4tfl_hc3PxH45Tc8BDFdTRhsF6kfT-NFATNx4UZ6lW7rAkE_FiF13ThxKlGNaBCkg==&c=&ch=


From the  NRIT Adv is ory  Commit te eFrom the  NRIT Adv is ory  Commit te e
Chance to win a certi ficate good for one free NRIT class!Chance to win a certi ficate good for one free NRIT class!
 
We are looking for quotes describing the impact of NRIT on the synod and the
importance of continuing education to your ministry.

Please send a brief statement to Jenny Kunka at j.kunka@nrit.org. It can be about a
specific class, about the benefit of having an organization like NRIT in our synod or
about continuing education in general.

Jenny will take the names off the statements and send them on the NRIT Advisory
Committee who will chose one entry to receive the gift of free registration to a
class. Thank you for helping us lift up lifelong learning in our synod! Pr. Jason Asselstine, Pr. Martha McCreight, Pr.
Grant Barnett Christenson, Ms. Karen Nave (LPA), Mr. Tracy Tobel (LPA), Bishop Jessica Crist, Ms. Jenny Kunka,
Dir.

NRIT is entering the world of digital education. Our first digital offering is now available on our website. When you
purchase the class, you will have access to it throughout 2016 so can offer the class as a multi-session adult study or
watch it on your personal computer at your convenience. 

DIGITAL EDUCATION

Learning Our Place: Wilderness and Wonder from a Biblical Perspective with Dr. Kathryn Schifferdecker

This course explores the book of Job and several biblical texts for insights about God, creation and humanity. What
kind of world is this? What is our place in this world? How does the Bible speak of wilderness and wild creatures?
What about "acts of God?"

To purchase the class, go the NRIT website. Under the logo, to the right side, click on NRIT Digital Education Store.
Then click on "Learning Our Place..." You will need to pay online with a credit or debit card. After you have placed your
order, you will be sent an email with all of the access information.Look for more offerings to come! 
 



Previous news and notes:
Lutheran Seminary Award to St. John's
"Community of the Cross"
 
The Reverend Dr. James Nieman, President of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, recently announced that St. John's
Lutheran Ministries has been selected as 2016 recipient of a prestigious award. Within a February 19th letter addressed to St. John's
President and Chief Executive Officer, Kent Burgess, President Nieman wrote:
 

"It is my pleasure to inform you that the faculty of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC) has voted to
honor St. John's Lutheran Ministries with the Community of the Cross award . . . presented to a community,
institution, congregation, or any collectively functioning Christian group whose activities manifest the invitation of
our Lord to take up the cross and follow him, and whose services is directed to the world around it, both Christian
and non-Christian, and whose satisfaction and honor clearly derive from the gospel."

 
President Nieman stated of this award, "It is the highest group honor our faculty can bestow, reflecting the respect and esteem with
which they regard the recipient." In telling why LSTC faculty voted to confer this award to St. John's, he observed these reasons:

* Since its founding in 1963 by twenty-three Lutheran congregations of Montana, the work of St. John's now spans the
entire state of Montana and offers a wide array of services to people without regard to religious preference, race, gender,
age, diagnosis, or disability.
* Through its multiple campuses across the state, St. John's provides a full continuum of senior living care, and through its
facilities in Billings, it shows a model of intergenerational engagement that includes both children and senior adults.
* St. John's has managed Lutheran Social Services of Montana, which has provided mental health counseling services,
adoptive services, disaster response work, and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee services.
* St. John's became the second organization within the United States to develop Green House Cottages, a model for long-
term care designed to provide a home environment.
* Since 2003, St. John's in collaboration with local ELCA congregations, served as a learning context for a dozen seminary
interns, half of whom were from LSTC.
* St. John's has been an active ecumenical partner as well as supportive of and welcoming to people from all faith
traditions, including those who identity as non-religious.
* In these and many other ways, St. John's stands as a model of bearing the cross in daily life through being an exemplary
social service ministry. All of this embodies LSTC's own commitment to prepare leaders for a public church.

 
President Nieman concluded, "Please accept my sincere congratulations on the selection of St. John's Lutheran Ministries for this
year's Community of the Cross award."
 
Within reply, Kent Burgess wrote, "The honor of receiving the Community of the Cross award is deeply appreciated by the St.



John's community. Our sincere thanks to LSTC and the faculty for this award and for the recognition and encouragement it gives to
our ministry across Montana and Northern Wyoming."
 
On Sunday, May 15, 2016, Kent will receive this award on behalf of St. John's during commencement exercises at LSTC.
 
Mara Flynn
Graphic Designer
St. John's Foundation
406-655-5716
 

CHRISTIKON ANNUAL BENEFIT AUCTIONCHRISTIKON ANNUAL BENEFIT AUCTION
We are celebrating Christikon 's 65th Anniversary! The Christikon Annual Benefit Auction "Quilts and a
Whole Lot More"will take place on Sunday, April 24th at the Billings Depot located at 2310 Montana
Ave. Doors will open at 4:00 p.m. and the cost for admission is only $15.00 per adult. Hors d'oeuvres
provided by Top Notch Catering and drinks will be available. Guests may bid on silent auction items
and examine live auction items. The live auction, with auctioneer Rick Young, begins at 5:30 pm. A few
of the live auction items include a raffle of a 2001 Sea Swirl boat with trailer,beautifu l handmade quilts
in assorted sizes, condo and condo/cabin packages at Big Sky and Red Lodge, artwork, a Minnesota
Vikings game package, Big Horn Fishing Getaway and much more!
 
In the splendor of the Absaroka-Beartooth Mountains south of Big Timber, Christikon Bible Camp
provides camping and backpacking opportunities to youth, families, and developmentally-disabled adults. Many of the proceeds from the
Benefit Auction will help fund Christikon 's Sojourners session, which is offered to at-risk youth free of charge. At-risk youth participating in
Sojourners are those who may be experiencing significant challenges in their lives, including declin ing performance in school, emotional or
behavioral problems, an absent parent, a family member who is imprisoned or on parole, or a family dealing with financial hardship.
 
Please join Christikon for th is exciting evening. Tickets available at the door!
 
Boat raffle tickets available at the Christikon office!
 
More information about registering for the camp as a counselor or camper can be obtained through the website: www.christikon.org. Christikon
is a not-for-profit organization, it may be considered for endowment gifts, bequests, and other planned gifts.
                                                                                                                                                                         
 
If you have a question or would like to contact us, please contact the office at 406-656-1969 or email us at secretary@christikon.org.
 

O ut o f  the  Da rk ne s sO ut o f  the  Da rk ne s s
by Cindy Bye by Cindy Bye 

Shepherd,  MTShepherd,  MT    

mailto:secretary@christikon.org


 
"I came out of the darkness and into the light." These were the words proclaimed by a woman at the Iglecia Evangelica
Luterano Boliviano (IELB) National Women's Leadership Conference at the Jessica Crist Retreat Center in August 2015.
With passionate testimony, she revealed the joy and peace she received when she accepted Jesus Christ as her Lord
and Savior. The movement of the Holy Spirit through the room was almost palpable, as she shared her life-changing
story of coming to faith. 

To read more, click here.
 

Travel to Germany with Bishop Crist! 
 
Click Here for information about a Montana Synod trip to Germany to visit Reformation sites in May of 2017. Join Bishop Crist and
others from around the Synod on this trip to Wittenberg.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWNuitdNBOHb51ewDlTd8Z7Ql-d9Is0QrqBrUKbSIP2vkp5h5S3cNOPCtQQU3qHZSWtHOY26rm4_yB1UK5a4pyRv1tZhGIhPjcImqINDBckzNY_W_Ht8leSD9q5wm--OwwA5eWtCC_OehLtRmLEqKCtg=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWK2jjr78gXFdmrqSYCUyYRP74DYgSK3Hjee9zj538v4pzgOrFne7AUGqTg8SsvOUXL-qPwbkF6IVKOQX4fttU_6kzJQpJKqcmfxSxh_0tg45EseHTwqImrAxCsgfMm6mV7F3IlQBmIG2p2kz2QDp-BrYG945ZIObjKRRdH-3rLWnn6T1UmaqAP65eNRw6v79AF5nU4mMVB1HQgeXtv_1IOJyjBDzP5FH7uV6H7paxrUN&c=&ch=


 

Pi lgr ima ge  to Ge rma ny ,  Pa le s t ine ,  a nd Is ra e lPi lgr ima ge  to Ge rma ny ,  Pa le s t ine ,  a nd Is ra e l
 
Pastor Paul Rowold of Polson will be leading a Pilgrimage to Germany, Palestine, and Israel from October 4-18.  He
has led numerous groups in the past, and emphasizes renewal of body and spirit, with significant contact with the
Christian peoples in each country.  Included in this trip are guided visits to the major Reformation sites (including Erfurt,
Mansfield, Eisleben, Wittenberg, and Eisenach, with the Wartburg Castle) and the significant sites in the Holy Land. 
Visits to the homes of Christian families and worship in Bethlehem and Eisenach will highlight this Pilgrimage.  

The 15 day experience departs from New York JFK and includes breakfasts and dinners at 4 star hotels each day. 
Cost is $3225 per person (based on double occupancy).  For detailed itinerary, contact Pastor Rowold at 406 883
5864 or paul.rowold@gmail.com
 

Ne w LPA Cla s s  - Fa l l  20 16Ne w LPA Cla s s  - Fa l l  20 16
 
2016-2018 Lay Pastoral Associate Class Nominations
Now is the time to consider lifting up individuals with the gifts and skills for the Montana Synod Lay Pastoral Associate
program (LPA). The next class will begin in October 2016, but now is the time to be educating those in the
congregation about the LPA program, and seeking their commitment.
 
The congregational meeting is a good opportunity to nominate and support those in your congregation who have the
desire and skills to serve as an LPA in the Montana Synod. At this annual meeting the congregation can pray for and,
with the guidance of the pastor, recommend individuals to the Bishop for approval.  
For more information, go to the Montana Synod website or call Pr. Jason Asselstine, Associate to the Bishop.
 

Interested in becoming an LPA?
1.     Talk to your church pastor.  Talk about what it means to fill in for him or her and the traits it
takes to provide pastoral leadership (albeit, temporary).

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWMGOFYGL5ux4GTog2Ivmh3VfwtnjYLnP3927pX9pr1mv2m42n_ArZFNW08b4L9Q8T6Z15hYT8KK3aScfyAK7JRZVDtx_nTbHKEurbiSdW0p1706Bn64h3fleXOClPAwE-Q==&c=&ch=


2.     If your church does not have a pastor, feel free to contact our office.  We'll put you in touch
with someone who can shed some light on the role of an LPA.

3.     Have your church pastor contact Bishop Crist or Rev. Jason Asselstine, Assoc. to
the Bishop via email or phone call.  This contact and conversation will be your
pastor's recommendation for your participation in the MT Synod LPA program.

After approval from the Bishop (to enter the program), please ensure you have the following
items to our Synod office at least 3 weeks prior to the class start date (our staff admin person
will send you the paperwork to begin the process):

1.     Completed biographical, information sheet.

2.     Initiation of a required background check

3.     First year's payment of $200 via check made out to "MT Synod" with "LPA training
program" in the check's memo section. This can also be brought with you to the 1st group
retreat.

Still have questions?   Call our Synod office at 406-453-1461

 

NRIT News:
The following events require pre-registration:

 NRIT is entering the world of digital education. Our first digital offering is now available on our
website. When you purchase the class, you will have access to it throughout 2016 so can offer the
class as a multi-session adult study or watch it on your personal computer at your convenience.     

DIGITAL EDUCATION 

Learning Our Place: Wilderness and Wonder from a Biblical Perspective 
With Dr. Kathryn Schifferdecker This course explores the book of Job and several biblical texts for insights about
God, creation and humanity. What kind of world is this? What is our place in this world? How does the Bible speak
of wilderness and wild creatures? What about "acts of God?"  

 To purchase the class, go the NRIT website. Under the logo, to the right side, click on NRIT Digital Education
Store. Then click on "Learning Our Place..." You will need to pay online with a credit or debit card. After you have
placed your order, you will be sent an email with all of the access information. Look for more offerings to come!    

COMING WORKSHOPS:   

Spiritual But Not Religious: What Can We Learn From Them? How Can We Welcome Them?  Dr. Melinda
Quivik
   
Friday, April 29th - St. John's Lutheran in Helena
9:30am - 3:30pm

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWPn_SmbE-mt-PfPjIoZBoOUWFshyu_Ov8vLyTiTi-mZjiKjzjeAsFTrzT2eS7UESa5y5UGA-92IlnElhn_Eys33xCQy8Fikg2yUkXV4ZBkPM9FvgZADgb3opdAWoAtP9ZQMm2aV3AfUXq-G9zlpg5TalW4FdX4h6QQ==&c=&ch=


(5 credits) $75 clergy/$50 New to Ministry, retired, LPA/$20 for nonrostered no CEUs
 
Leading Worship Matters: Shaping Faith
Dr. Melinda Quivik
 
Thursday, April 27th - New Hope in Great Falls
9:30am - 3:30 pm
 
(5 credits) $75 clergy/$50 New to Ministry, retired, LPA/$20 for nonrostered no CEUs
  
To sign up, www.nrit.org and click on the NRIT logo near the upper right side of the Montana Synod page to see our
offerings.

SCHOLARSHIPS
We know that some churches are not able to provide the recommended amount of continuing education

assistance and what is offered doesn't always go far enough. At the same time, we strongly believe in the importance
of continuing education for our synod and we support the ELCA expectation of 50 hours of continuing education credits a
year.

Scholarships are now available to cover half the cost of NRIT events.
Apply online or by leaving a message for Jenny at 406-453-1461.

 
*NRIT is grateful for financial gifts in support of this scholarship fund. Designate by writing "Jessica Crist Scholarship
Fund" in the memo line.
 

 
The Reformation 500 Task Force is looking for people to serve with our group. The only requirement is an
interest in Reformation history and how the church is continually reforming. Many of our meetings are
held via Google Hangouts so that very little lengthy travel is necessary, also helping to fulfill the first
benchmark of the Montana Synod, "Meet the future boldly." If you would like to join our fun group, please
contact Rev. Tonya Eza.

In conjunction with the Montana Synod's third strategic benchmark, "Deepen faith and witness," the 2016 Synod
Assembly and Theological Conference theme will be the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. Yes, it's a year early,
but this is part of how we meet the future boldly, so that when 2017 comes along, we will all be prepared! In
conjunction with the Synod Assembly, the Reformation 500 Task Force is sponsoring a Reformation stole and banner
contest. We invite the member congregations of the Montana Synod to bring original stoles and/or banners with them to
the Synod Assembly in June. Following are the rules that we ask you to follow:

If you are making a stole:

Stoles must be able to be worn while presiding over worship, and should be able to withstand 10 worship
services (feel free to experiment with materials!).

Stoles should be between 3" and 6" wide at the shoulder, and between 48" and 54" long.

o   Be sure also to consider weight of stole and range of motion for the pastor in your design.

   Stoles need to be appropriate for a liturgically red service  
 

o   Red doesn't need to be the only color in the stole, but it should play a prominent role in the color palette of
the stole.

The stole should be your own original design - it is fine to use established patterns (provided they are not copy-
written) as long as they are put together in your own way.

If you are submitting a banner:

Banners should be appropriate for display in a worship context



o   The size of the banner should be able to fit comfortably within the dimensions of your sanctuary.

Banners should be of an original design. You may use established patterns (provided they are not copy-written)
as long as they are put together in your own way.

Please bring the stoles and banners with you to the Synod Assembly, and they will be displayed in a place where
everyone can see. Assembly attendees will vote on their favorites.

Questions? Please contact Rev. Tonya Eza, chair of the Reformation 500 Task Force, or any of the other members of
the group.

 

Fla the a d  L uthe ra n Bib le  C a mpFla the a d  L uthe ra n Bib le  C a mp
Retreats, Events, and Updates:

For additional information about these great upcoming retreats and events, check out our

website at www.flbc.net!  Also, watch for our 2016 Summer Brochure around Christmas! 

Be sure to register early for your first choice of weeks and programs!

May 8: Mother's Day Brunch
Celebrate the special women in your life by joining us for a delightful brunch at camp.  Four seatings are available,

and reservations are required.  Call (406) 752-6602 by May 2nd to make your reservation.  Suggested donation is $20
per person.  Proceeds benefit the the FLBC campership fund and the CASA program of Flathead County, assisting

young women in foster care.  CLICK HERE for more information!   

May 27-30: Thrivent Memorial Day Family Work Retreat
Fun (and work!) for the whole family as we prepare our facilities for the summer camping season!  This is a great time
to introduce your children to camp and to meet our 2016 summer staff, who are eager to work, worship, and play with
you!  Call (406) 752-6602 to reserve your spot.  This retreat is FREE in thankfulness for your assistance and funding
from Thrivent Financial.

 
June 3-5: Women's Retreat

Calling all women!  Join us for worship, great food, relaxation, yoga, spa time, and sessions with Dr. Nancy Eldredge-
Hess, who will lead us in the theme, "Unsung Heroines of the Bible."  CLICK HERE for more information!

Rev. Nathan Clements, Associate Director
Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp
603 S Main St
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 890-5104 (cell)

Up c oming Ev e nts ,  e tc .Up c om ing Ev e nts ,  e tc .
 
 
June 
 3-5 Montana Synod Assembly 

Please put these important dates on your calendar: 

2016 Montana Synod Assembly and Theological Conference:  June 3-5, 2016, Radisson Hotel Billings

2016 Bishop's Convocation, October 14, 2016, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Helena, Montana
2016 First Call Theological Education: November 7-9, 2016, Great Falls

2017 Montana Synod Assembly: June 1-4, 2017, Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls
 
2017 First Call Theological Education: November 6-8, 2017, Great Falls

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Find upcoming issues of The Parish Paper here
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWHJzEQP8Isq-Tem8vDgqOBDhQknblZ9oaf8CjGUTKllt6K-LVXXlhpl1zpmQNPhmt0MMrWH43gUlHUOi3hQWJ71kSd6Baxu22qi-cUd8mSb8Cbx4EBHLb-TX7sBsD54GVqHLym5sP7QSvTJjP_I0wXx0rSZ43vCo1g5cEEYluNc0u22g7G1tWTp7phCiAhGcWgr-a8yLB0Li&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWJmuPxKSvIt49Pt98Sn9E1iQgbqAfVKr6WVrnfwjZiqs_KxWozA5H1emYP6bfJxTBzZJHTbfPpAUz0d7HlRKnjk3mJTLQ6arJ3RzswlzMdnS4LcKBHFIGpe6P9ph8xZCGZdk5frdhWLr-Q-BUyzcCbHFFX7CXqzD3w==&c=&ch=


To see what's coming up on the Montana Synod Calendar, go here
 
To download or view our Clergy Roster, Congregational and LPA Directories, find them here 
 
Roster Transitions are updated mid-month and may be found here 
 

Ama z on Sm ileAma z on Sm ile
  
Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-3514273 in support of the Montana Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 
 

 
 

This e-letter is intended to convey information from synod staff, ministries and congregations, and we reserve the right to
edit all submissions. All items must be received by the Monday before publication on Wednesday. Send submissions to
Colter McCarty.

 

Contact Information
phone: (406) 453-1461
www.montanasynod.org

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWCjzeMM3Hn5Iq4qHo8knu_jPZ5oMRDs0GNGeZbnelnJ--81QXSwtjobXFwFoGaOiZ1_FyxezJUcC3pCl6_gfyO0mzsT7FpMpp3MiogZhXZIJ2SJytrygNWHzPrO6YqdGOLMEkZQER98LzRXgW0OW9Z4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWBxMP7In3qTUp9qxeUHtRzIbyoksta_EITc5SYJ-Bs0WecpwRFpkH3EbViwOMgYk0pEgspfvqhXX1cs0kfT-mCQrUmEPTWzmYblNtv5tvzP-WuYzU1wnb852aAFELEq_ThF1IpBopAkVWScveRiyEpY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWBxMP7In3qTUMJz8ErKpaBJpibK6HK0ghhnpDR6HhcTincRDXg2fXFM8QfgLyffBZQPAM5F1MXU0ZgCjR689wjVCok2rb2TfVGwCg4GYEDDIJpuAyhuQDN61FiV3Qe6mGVUh7ZcjQ4KP_5vueG7V6TU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWAeswhaPa-Z2rXE_OeBeAL-anIa4WBgk_w0fAmHYWHKT7x7AQI2qovAvTQ33Ift5lTI0KQ41NTe-YuuyEG5bjrA_smgm5SpIxVWi0ZFsevuwpc1uBRqkkxXmEYbrd16BEnyE0K1OmBBIYN76lfPqZlqE8_EjZNP01vs3x-aMn9z3gy8tqDAWGxaKhGe5ZAKUdCACrQz3nEperUZBd4gljM2daAh-CKE4087zIXeOfzDo5fB1v-Ikl-NSqN5e5X21WPAdMxOjSoXJfef7o4L4dgOQTF8fwx76gLpltICA3Htmh_HrvSykgtFcvnmeLAFD37v0JgWz90K-o81ZoB_-bUD3aQX26RCKs7klMZJ8BhfEH4CLXhlJIgg=&c=&ch=
mailto:cmccarty@montanasynod.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001clNSC4CiogZbT-pQLPqJwZehV7UxPR-wRL8nGSduN4YpwL70g9-sWKuhHY0HT41QbLX6e7H4sqJL-sT8WDa97NwS9nJ2kdy1xq6LivdCELmYCvdY3WOcI22tYXVXNKMIl4lnmUlJlcyP0BjEb_4UEW5xfxnMbPlT9MifIv9XmEY=&c=&ch=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1108742089039

