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Pra y e rs  for  Ma rc h 27 ,  20 16          
Ea s te r       
 
Please remember in your prayers this week: 

From the Montana Synod Prayer Calendar:

Hope Lutheran, Bozeman
Big Timber Lutheran, Big Timber
Christ the King Lutheran, Bozeman
All Saints Lutheran, Big Sky

South Dakota Synod
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU39lVGuizv3xK3hB6tEVOpKzUoHpcmNiJc4nliHfD8wBLBJW_tnwiGfVvNL07ISEFfVvb7Ubm-yFp16LktaKasjsZ0Q7EJXVIrV67_yjauRSpqNYcCmS97pwR-yUnPX2jrmKgXCf6sDC&c=&ch=


Words From the Bishop - 
Deepen faith and witness - 
Practice Resurrection   
 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not
here, but has risen." (Luke 24:5)

Resurrection is a faith practice. On Easter we celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus, a history-making, history-breaking event
in first century Palestine with implications for all time. We sing
"Jesus Christ is Risen Today," and "Christ the Lord is Risen
Today," and "Now the Green Blade Rises," and all our favorite
Easter hymns. We fill our churches with symbols of new life,
renewed life-flowers and greens, butterflies and rainbows. And
if we are not careful, our craft enthusiasts will fill in with
bunnies and chicks and eggs and chocolate.

Easter is the high feast, the high holy day on the Christian calendar. And it remains so, no
matter what the sentimentalizers and the merchants come up with. In the northern hemisphere
spring dovetails so beautifully with Easter that it is easy to forget that it is not a pagan rebirth
holiday. I have written in my calendar "Easter is not spring." And maybe some day I will spend
this holiday with one of our companion synods in the global south.

Actually, we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus every Sunday, the day of his resurrection and
of his appearance to his followers. Resurrection is central to our faith story, our understanding of
what it means to be Christian. When we recite the Apostle's Creed we say, "I believe in the
resurrection of the body." It is a central doctrine in Christianity. Resurrection is an event, and it is
a doctrine.

I want to think about resurrection as a faith practice as well. In 1973, Wendell Berry coined the
phrase "practice resurrection" in his poem, "Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front," in his
book The Country of Marriage. It is a phrase that has intrigued many authors, including Eugene
Peterson in his 2010 book Practice Resurrection; A Conversation on Growing up in Christ.

Melanie May, in her book, A Body Knows: A Theopoetics of Death and Resurrection, writes: 
"Resurrection has been terribly tamed or relegated as one more relic of a religious worldview
long since worn out. Too many of us are dead while we breathe: dead to feeling, to imagination,
to truth telling. Too many of us live satisfied with a shallow seriousness-sanguine or sober-since
we assume what we now know all there will be."(p. 15)

Peterson writes: "The practice of resurrection is an intentional, deliberate decision to believe and
participate in resurrection life, life out of death, life that trumps death, life that is the last word,
Jesus life. This practice is not a vague wish upwards but comprises a number of discrete but
interlocking acts that maintain a credible and faithful life, Real Life, in a world preoccupied with
death and the devil." (p. 12)

May writes: "I practice resurrection, for God who came to be with us in the One who went to the
cross, went down to hell, and then to glory, is the God of surprises by human reckoning. Amid
the mysterious and often tragic mingling of grief and ecstasy, dying and rising, God brings down
the mighty and lifts up the lowly. God's surprises are most often more unsettling than settling
reversals of the road on which we have set out. The more I have to lose the harder it may to be
alive, to let go what is, to leave the predictable 'as a sign to make the false trail' and thereby to
awaken to new life abundant." (p. 19)

And finally, from Wendell Berry:

"Be like the fox who makes more tracks than necessary,
some in the wrong direction.
Practice resurrection,"
 
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
 
Jessica Crist, Bishop
 
A r emi n der :      Please send in your Rostered Leader reports to the Bishop ASAP. We have had a great response so



far, so keep them coming!

Pr is on Minis t ry  Pa r tne rs hip        
 
In June 2015, shortly after the Montana Synod of the ELCA celebrated their new partnership with
Intermountain, caring for children and families at risk, Bishop Jessica Crist of the ELCA invited
Bishop Elain Stanovsky of the United Methodist Church to explore how the Lutherans and
Methodists in Montana could work together in prison ministries. The Rev. David Burt, Assistant
to Bishop Stanovsky and the Rev. George Karres, Director of Evangelism and Missions for the
ELCA were asked to pull together a group from both churches to begin this task.
Representatives of the UMC (Rev. David Andersen of Butte and Pastor Wendy Ochs of Billings)
and the ELCA (Rev. Joel Skindlov of Big Sandy and Havre and Rev. Melanie Martin-Dent, an
ELCA pastor serving in interim ministry at the UMC church in Dillon) began to meet via
conference call, getting to know each other and the ministries they are engaged in. YACUMC
Vital Missions Coordinator Sally McConnell and Freedom in Chris pastor Rev. Rob Nebalek will
joining the next call.

            In February, the group adopted the name "Prison Ministry Partnership" and the
purpose of exploring our common ministries and sharing opportunities to work together in this
area. We intend to communicate information to the people in our respective churches about
ways they can engage in and support this work. Three ministries which have been identified as
starting points include:

            -Freedom in Christ Prison Ministry in which Pastor Rob Nedbalek (ELCA) serves at the
Men's State Prison in Deer Lodge, Montana
            -Ministries at the Women's State Prison in Billings including monthly worship services
led by members of Billings Evangelical UMC and chaplaincy work by TEEM Candidate Charles
Bott
            -Healing Communities Montana: a group of people from congregations from various
denominations who have participated in training led by Rev. Doug Walker, UMC General Board
of Church and Society.

            This month we wanted to introduce this group and our work. Next month we will begin
offering opportunities to get involved with each ministry. For now,we invite your prayers for our
task force and for all engaged in ministry with people involved with the criminal justice system. 

You may learn more about all these ministries by going to the Freedom in Christ website:
http://www.ficprisonministry.com
Healing Communities website: http://umc-gbcs.org/healing-communities 
or contacting Wendy Ochs pastorwendyochs@gmail.com 
or Charles Bott Cajun_nomo@yahoo.com.

 

Pi lgr ima ge  to Ge rma ny ,  Pa le s t ine ,  a nd Is ra e l                   
 
Pastor Paul Rowold of Polson will be leading a Pilgrimage to Germany, Palestine, and Israel
from October 4-18.  He has led numerous groups in the past, and emphasizes renewal of body
and spirit, with significant contact with the Christian peoples in each country.  Included in this
trip are guided visits to the major Reformation sites (including Erfurt, Mansfield, Eisleben,
Wittenberg, and Eisenach, with the Wartburg Castle) and the significant sites in the Holy Land. 
Visits to the homes of Christian families and worship in Bethlehem and Eisenach will highlight
this Pilgrimage.  

The 15 day experience departs from New York JFK and includes breakfasts and dinners at 4
star hotels each day.  Cost is $3225 per person (based on double occupancy).  For detailed
itinerary, contact Pastor Rowold at 406 883 5864 or paul.rowold@gmail.com
 

PLU Surv e y 
 
PLU Congregation Relations Task Force is conducting a survey that we' are asking you to distribute to all
of your congregations and rostered leaders, and we'd love them to distribute it to their parishioners please.  
We welcome reponses until April 15, 2016.
 
Link to the survey here.
 
Thank you so much for your support and assistance in helping PLU Congregation Relations meet the
needs of Region 1 Constituent congregations.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU1v5OKAO9UMs6W4jRfCkUlP2L3zNYeLpHJ8lw73komCQc_n-KIpH3fTdRIlxL307tHUMH2AhgG-bYtK3D_d5j9Jx9rj7mru2_Ljp_wYf8mptlLpPD5tuz6TQcc-GEifHbYkdg1Q4QwuQ16thDxwzYJoR1HkYc_56Aw==&c=&ch=


Allison Ramsey 
Office Manager
Southwestern Washington Synod

Ne w Re gion 1 Of f ic e  Bookke e p e r            
 
Please join me in welcoming Karen Dicken to the position of Region 1 Bookkeeper!
 
Karen comes to us with a wealth of church bookkeeping and office administration. And her most recent
vocation has been a term as the Northwest Washington synod treasurer so she really knows here way
around a synod too!
 
Karen can be reached at 206-624-0093 x108 or at karen.dicken@elcaregion1.org
 
Alyce Bakker
Region 1 ELCA
 

Mus ic  D ire c tor  Job  Op e ning        
 
Music Director-American Lutheran in Billings, MT is seeking a part time Music Director. This
person will be dedicated to coordinating with the pastors for the musical aspects of Sunday and
seasonal mid-week worship services, including: playing the piano for the contemporary service;
rehearsing and directing the worship instrumentalists and the contemporary choir; directing the
kids' choir; coordinating music selections with the pastors according to the church seasons; and
providing coverage for weddings and funerals, as needed. If you would like to apply for a portion
of this position, you are welcome to do so. The Music Director will demonstrate successful
leadership, encouragement, development of congregational singing, and commitment to working
with pastors, staff, and volunteers. Contact pastortim@amluth.org for more information.

Travel to Germany with Bishop Crist! 
 
Click Here for information about a Montana Synod trip to Germany to visit Reformation sites in May of
2017. Join Bishop Crist and others from around the Synod on this trip to Wittenberg.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU-2TeyqlbVpV2PYmJkkLcIf9WnTrP49hQgKETWVoQI_p2C1RPHviFQ4dyR8I3sCA5vL2Rmb1Wb69EiOBKX-87zU7YFV4x2PDDGwNBuvWMkgO03UCxyK9T9S5C32_wD9jlXlUSZsvStPTdMY3PjLvH8JyvHY0MMQMo3_CKRrHU7NtalVnH2lJnN9hqzfAzjnAWgU6ESg4wb-1YEQ6rkaSCwJOB8WWnbwc8JPzSJL4pKxj&c=&ch=


Chic o Re gis t ra t ions     

Attached please find all of the information you need for the MT Synod Pastors Conference at
Chico Hot Springs Resort.  I'm sorry for any confusion about this.  These documents have been
posted on the Synod's website home page since Ash Wednesday.  As I am on sabbatical right
now, I neglected to follow-up and make sure these documents were e-mailed or mailed directly

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU5DTASQpS2fvN6ZoopNVLZq03PsK81GScnmO4VXXE92YE0rf-uolNeNyVlp2oWysFB3AdWLAbNr5yZ-BES1OcPKVn5ygYbiIcWDuzCSCrBzRxZcfDl4XbNj4hwk3xVJ9KkzfpJN1TZ_KS3ECctW4Z6w=&c=&ch=


to each pastor from the Synod office (we know how hard they work and get overloaded!).  I hope
you all have found what you needed on the Synod website and are racing to get that discount for
early registration.  Lowell and Kathy are waiting for your registration form!

We will not be bringing copies of the schedule to the Conference to hand out, so bring your own
hard copy or have it on you hand-held device.  There will be copies posted for people to see.

Also, concerning our "book table" this year.  If you will be bringing some to "share," bring them
in a container of some sort (box, boxes, shoe boxes, brown bags, etc.) that is
labeled with your name.  That way it will be easier for you to identify your left-over books so that
you can take them home with you!

Lenten blessings,

Linda Webster

Please bring your ELW's to CHICO this year. They will be needed for Tuesday Evening
Opening Worship. (Bring extra, if possible, for our Episcopal colleagues to share.) Also,  in
celebration of the ecumencial nature of this year's Chico gathering, we will be collecting an
offering to benefit MAC (Montana Association of Christians.) Thank you for remembering!

Click Here to go to the download page on montanasynod.org
Ros te r  Tra ns i t ions      
 
For Roster transitions and changes, check out our website at this link:
http://www.montanasynod.org/news-archive.html 

Updated are posted on the 15th of each month.

Previous news and notes:
Report from Wittenberg
 
The Montana Synod now has a tree in Wittenberg, Germany, as part of the Luthergarten, "500
years of reformation, 500 trees for Wittenberg."  Pastor Tonya Eza of Powell, Wyoming, was able
to witness the planting of the silver linden tree when she was in Wittenberg for a Lutheran World
Federation seminar on the Reformation.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU5DTASQpS2fvN6ZoopNVLZq03PsK81GScnmO4VXXE92YE0rf-uolNeNyVlp2oWysFB3AdWLAbNr5yZ-BES1OcPKVn5ygYbiIcWDuzCSCrBzRxZcfDl4XbNj4hwk3xVJ9KkzfpJN1TZ_KS3ECctW4Z6w=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU5DTASQpS2fvN6ZoopNVLZq03PsK81GScnmO4VXXE92YE0rf-uolNeNyVlp2oWysFB3AdWLAbNr5yZ-BES1OcPKVn5ygYbiIcWDuzCSCrBzRxZcfDl4XbNj4hwk3xVJ9KkzfpJN1TZ_KS3ECctW4Z6w=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU51DSAVlXmroh1z32dOt1ZFYEPRWKVBtfS-5O15zmrbRcJIvZTRvDAT_Yz1lwPvPgQVRWnGBE77CCKs30FVeL4hCUSUMc_wJR8iqleq4mjcO7nm6sN2yyWd2xiOdYQYXlPqxEQGKISJf-nav3pTSCjQ=&c=&ch=


 
You are invited to help pay for the tree as a special offering.  Earth Day, April 20, could be an
opportune time.  Send your checks to Montana Synod, with "Wittenberg tree" in the memo line.
 



  
Lov ing Your  Ne ighb or   
b y  Pa s tor  John Lund    
 
Kudos to the Darby library for going forward with the March 9 talk
on Islam by UM scholar Samir Bitar. The rampant rhetoric of fear
regarding Muslims immigrants is out of line with our core
American value of granting life and liberty to all people. What
has made us great is our willingness to give everyone a chance
regardless of race, ethnicity, social class, or beliefs. Certainly,
we need to denounce and fight ISIS, and we need protection from
their attacks. It is reasonable to be concerned about screening
immigrants from a war-torn nation. But to judge all Muslims
because of ISIS is unfair. The claim that Islam is at war with
Christianity or with the US and that all Muslims are out to get us
is plain wrong.

For those of us who are Christian, we would do well to look first at the log in our own eye. We
have to acknowledge that many Christians justified the killing of native peoples by calling them
"heathens" and "savages." Later, Christians sent Native children to boarding schools so they
could be "Christianized" and re-cultured. Christians also justified slavery, and many later fought
against civil rights for Blacks and all people of color. European Christians perpetuated
stereotypes and discrimination against Jews, which allowed the rise of Nazi hatred and the
Holocaust. Many Christians fought against the right of women to vote, and some still believe that
women should be subject to men and silent outside their homes. Even today, Christians fight the
hardest against civil rights for people in the LGBTQ community. If the atrocities of some
Christians were used to judge all of us, we'd be lucky to have any neighbors at all.

The truth is that there are an estimated 3.3 million Muslims in this country, and many have
been here for decades. Most work hard as teachers, business owners, laborers, doctors, and in
other professions, and are integrated into American culture and life. They wage peace through
daily prayer, compassion, care for their neighbor, and devotion to the same God that Christians
and Jews worship. They honor Moses and Jesus as Major Prophets and have great respect for
the Bible. I have known many Muslims in my lifetime and feel fortunate to have some as friends.
They are among the most genuine, gracious, giving and humorous people I know. In all of our
major cities, Imams and Muslim leaders work with Christian, Jewish and other faith leaders to
foster relationships, peace and unity among the world religions. Time after time, when Christians
actually meet Muslims and get to know them and share a meal and conversation, relationships
are formed, attitudes and perceptions are changed, and the whole community is enriched for the
better. Thank God we have different languages, music, food, skin colors, traditions and beliefs!
Because of that we learn and grow and become fuller human beings when we are together.

Yes, there are horrible things being done by some Muslims who manipulate Islam and the
Quran to justify their own ideology of terror and control. Yes, some Muslims believe that women
should obey their husbands and have fewer rights than men. Yes, some Muslims are
fundamentalist and practice horrific forms of violent retribution. And this is true for some
Christians as well. We see evidence of this today in KKK rallies, mass shootings and vandalism
of Black churches and abortion clinics, and the high rate of domestic violence against women.



The greater truth is that the huge majority of the estimated 1.7 billion Muslims and 2.4 billion
Christians in the world are people who love God and neighbor, care for those in need, and seek
peace in our world.

As Christians, we are called not only to love the neighbors who are similar to us, but to also love
those who are different and even our enemies. Our world is already filled with fear, lies, hatred,
and violence. We can do much better by waging peace, forming relationships, listening to each
other, sharing life, and expecting the best from each other. That is exactly what a Galilean Jew
did 2000 years ago amid times of great fear, much like today. Perhaps we can follow his lead.

      -Pastor John Lund is Campus Pastor at the University of Montana
 
Orga n Donor
 
Carroll College has an organ they would like to donate to a church.  Please contact Patty White,
Communications Director ,if you are interested, at  406-447-4454 or pwhite@carroll.edu.  
 

MAC on the Move
Mid-March 2016 Update
 
Here you will find MAC, Partner & Network Related Events,
Initiatives, & News.  The events, projects, organizations, and
information sources provided have been approved/endorsed by
MAC Council (and meet MAC's Mission).

Make sure to read the update here. 

Por t ic o Up da te    
 
April 30, 2016 - Last day ELCA-Primary health plan members and spouses can help
earn 1% discount by taking 2016 health assessment.

As of March 1, 2016, the Montana Synod has reached 35.04% of its 65% goal of
members taking the Health Assessment. That means, 41 of you have taken it, and
36 more still need to do so in order to save us collectively $11,000 this year. Please
take it now. The Montana Synod has reached its goal every year, so don't stop now.
 
Check out the Go! Challenge https://employerlink.porticobenefits.org/Campaign/Go

Bo l i via n Te xti l e s       
by Susan Leaverton 

 
Textiles and fibers surround us constantly as an integral part of life. Our synod women's group
of ten intrepid travelers immersed ourselves in Bolivian culture last August, visually feasting on
sights that truly exemplify the connections of fabric to daily life for many women of this vibrant
country. Clothing and textile arts of Bolivia excel in color, pattern and craftsmanship. Exotic
llama and alpaca fibers are the norm for clothing construction.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU6vUxGjvh-sr_9i0qSwokwazM6FmeYc7rS3LywFkPzyQtKTmqmzUjDz-9VTqWi7DsIo_Ouake6kNnQ2lSsDTEahJA37m3mCxuF-mducQSLUQdHAawXOnbzm8DpiNwFNO3wArYv4_-3wztIrZBtIGpew9zHy8fCYyoiX_IJ4Uw4xHacgsmDvDCL7NqjFgvPIf1PFXR2iJnKgA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU6vUxGjvh-srpSXp3YxD3tByQ9Lwn7OrDwX0DJ6Bf7H3lsFxJ5PrS0Ux8jf6xgreW8xfLNAZIJNVnNGphoGavFjD3pAvGLe-LnDSdlzLX4OXuz_5TWuwJm91XUcIAU9a_1UW2LMlxxgQCd02ESmpt5iB35zKy2JmMw==&c=&ch=


To read more, click here.
 

Money Leade rship:   
Your  Life  w ith Money  
Money - how do we view and use it in our lives? What is
the relationship between money and our Christian faith? Do
we feel comfortable in our dealings with money, or does the
topic make us nervous?
 
Money Leadership: Your Life with Money - is a six-
week SELECT online learning course that will help us
examine the attitudes and behaviors we have about money
as Christians - and to become more comfortable and
confident in thinking about and discussing this. Pastor
George Karres, Director for Evangelical Mission of the
Montana Synod, will be the facilitator.  
 
Who should take this course? Pastors, as stewardship
leaders in their congregations, will especially benefit from
this - but LPAs, congregation treasurers, stewardship committee members, or anyone who
would like to grow in their understanding of how Christians are called to view and use money in
their lives are also encouraged to participate as well!
 
The course will be from April 10 - May 21, 2016 (with a pre-course Orientation online or phone
meeting on April 7). The registration cost is $175, but a $100 rebate will be given to
participants upon completion of the course - making the total cost only $75. Rostered leaders
will also receive 18 continuing education credit hours from NRIT. Registration is limited to 12
persons.
 
For further information, click HERE or contact George Karres at 406-453-1461 or by email at
gkarres@montanasynod.org.

Comprehensive Ministry Review
 
How is your congregation doing? Is it thriving and are its members filled with a sense of
enthusiasm for doing God's work? Or is it just "going through the motions" as things seem to
stay the same or decline?
 
Perhaps your congregation could benefit from a "Check-up" called a Comprehensive
Ministry Review. This is a process offered by the Montana Synod that examines a
congregation's health and ministry from a number of different perspectives - such as its pastor;
lay leaders; looking at and listening to the community where it is located and serves; its
facilities; history and trends, etc.
 
This process - led by a "Synod Review Team" consisting of the Director for Evangelical Mission
and other MT Synod leaders - can help a congregation to gain new insights and also a renewed
understanding of its purpose and mission for the context where it is located.    
 
To learn more about the Comprehensive Ministry Review process and discern whether this
might perhaps be for your congregation, contact Pastor George Karres - Director for Evangelical
Mission - at 406-453-1461 or by email at gkarres@montanasynod.org.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU-7BHbiQIfux_NbT-zrB3IyVbiwbu0-L6CBX5WhAJENA0d2HNvTq2r7nrJ3XBB9aufcBT9nSw2sSvuZR-ZYpGLck5BpDx4gA4CiwLdqT8e85dG2Ldl0ph7zhsdeeuSsbxWXBe8BA_wg5bG1hYzZESLU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU51DSAVlXmro7gsBA3I1XHRh8y7x54UyPJFzv95oj5EBuA_ugpSKZa4x72vY4JapQPbRNN1-LqQg7OlDj1p5BCUA66EgGS8Lb-GBRtnd6v_mMbweliXjjCaq2NfNYPG3884ZaAI2cYprHwOXQeXfgMLl4czImDPLX1PbTTbqL1GCg5Il_Q8wudSaSTLbeHfvsQ6NC4d3rk0DErXZ2c6wWyI=&c=&ch=
mailto:gkarres@montanasynod.org
mailto:gkarres@montanasynod.org


Post Easter Spiritual Wellbeing Retreat
April 11 - 14
Pastor Dick & Naomi Bruesehoff
 
Pastors, worship directors, those who lead groups and outreach, etc ... this is your time to celebrate Easter!
Pastor Dick & Naomi Bruesehoff will lead you into a time of quiet, renewal, wellness and celebration. For
all the hours you give during the Lent/Easter season and all year long, this is your time to renew and re-
charge!  Register Now!

Exp loring Trans itions: Life's  Detours  and Roadb locks    

April 25-27
 
Led by Tammy Devine & Tom Morgan, with worship/music by Michael Larson
Detour ahead.  Road closed.  Throughout life's journey, we encounter unexpected turns in direction:
Illness, loss of loved ones, change of work and opportunity.  A loss of direction is disorienting.  Together,
we will explore this time of transition.

This is part of the Transitions Series: for those who are either nearing or currently living in their 3rd
Chapter of Life. It is one of a 4-parts series of retreats to explore personal life callings, passions, meaning,
and purpose. Each workshop stands alone, so you can join in at any time.

More details, costs and registration page
 

He a lth Cov e ra ge  Ta x  informa t ion          
 
This year, for the first time, you'll need to report health coverage when you file your federal
income tax return, or potentially pay a financial penalty (unless you had Medicare as your
primary coverage). This new requirement is part of the Affordable Care Act (ACA); you may
have heard it called the "individual mandate."
Portico is here to help. We're mailing you a tax form that serves as proof of health coverage.
Here's what to do:

Watch the mail for Internal Revenue Service Form 1095-B, Health Coverage. It shows
the months that you and any covered family members had ELCA-Primary health benefits
in 2015.
Keep Form 1095-B for your records. You don't need to submit it with your 2015 tax return.
Check a box on your 2015 tax return to indicate you had coverage.

If you have any questions, call Portico at 800.352.2876. They are there to help you navigate an
ever-changing health care landscape, so you can stay focused on your ministry.800.352.2876

Andrea Arey
Regional Representative Regions 1 & 2 |  Customer Outreach
Portico Benefit Services  |  A Ministry of the ELCA

Ne w LPA Cla s s  - Fa l l  20 16        
 
2016-2018 Lay Pastoral Associate Class Nominations
Now is the time to consider lifting up individuals with the gifts and skills for the Montana Synod
Lay Pastoral Associate program (LPA). The next class will begin in October 2016, but now is
the time to be educating those in the congregation about the LPA program, and seeking their
commitment.
 
The congregational meeting is a good opportunity to nominate and support those in your
congregation who have the desire and skills to serve as an LPA in the Montana Synod. At this
annual meeting the congregation can pray for and, with the guidance of the pastor, recommend
individuals to the Bishop for approval.  
For more information, go to the Montana Synod website or call Pr. Jason Asselstine, Associate to
the Bishop.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU0s1Y-acZaBYq3vEqBaVoiYR0J_Neawtu-RsKehRoqErrwK4ldaLCRvsjZFQHO22njn0r95xbIlelMsQgrbKEeCGhBe893QpE3Ms8_CzNmFeqC3AdDFVUP3NUVWpLnaM7CO0R29DeOZJzupqIhlS_bEgjDKHyE2CvWgB0Cs-fU6Ba1OSjlyMRBmyKgKuaCfmMeojWPoNzbpiaHbV01vaR3PdmcEOuYQiog==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU0s1Y-acZaBYq3vEqBaVoiYR0J_Neawtu-RsKehRoqErrwK4ldaLCRvsjZFQHO22njn0r95xbIlelMsQgrbKEeCGhBe893QpE3Ms8_CzNmFeqC3AdDFVUP3NUVWpLnaM7CO0R29DeOZJzupqIhlS_bEgjDKHyE2CvWgB0Cs-fU6Ba1OSjlyMRBmyKgKuaCfmMeojWPoNzbpiaHbV01vaR3PdmcEOuYQiog==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU51DSAVlXmroVbiUyrv126C3VKCFoCUmtkoUeygaER6doGVZOT47TU15l-q_q9fcgDmoZfszJbBS13-zOtdYlCkPDPM0RIT9Fnt1vH6omMN8yQWz58ZVJR-4waM7eOlu498oDFEyMGeVLjBwArti0VgmH0hhZv8-9vTtJ-hnAW3cR8pxcOecCjBwpbVx9zdv6oUZAcjRdMXZ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU4r9ruI6DMaSde7j0YOfhgiTC1ki6uV4MH_fc2_VzWmSvxD1kgf0tDZnu_ULkDPoimM9-LhIKL7XEkV8Qmim8hyeB0v3crkF1yru3b3IiXhutvBunFBCVU-wSXAe91N0Uw==&c=&ch=


Interested in becoming an LPA?
1.     Talk to your church pastor.  Talk about what it means to fill in for him or
her and the traits it takes to provide pastoral leadership (albeit, temporary).

2.     If your church does not have a pastor, feel free to contact our office. 
We'll put you in touch with someone who can shed some light on the role of
an LPA.

3.     Have your church pastor contact Bishop Crist or Rev. Jason
Asselstine, Assoc. to the Bishop via email or phone call.  This
contact and conversation will be your pastor's recommendation for
your participation in the MT Synod LPA program.

After approval from the Bishop (to enter the program), please ensure you
have the following items to our Synod office at least 3 weeks prior to the
class start date (our staff admin person will send you the paperwork to
begin the process):

1.     Completed biographical, information sheet.

2.     Initiation of a required background check

3.     First year's payment of $200 via check made out to "MT Synod" with
"LPA training program" in the check's memo section. This can also be
brought with you to the 1st group retreat.

Still have questions?   Call our Synod office at 406-453-1461

 

KOGUDUS RETREAT AT ROCKY BOY'S
April 14-16, 2016

Our Saviour's Lutheran Church and the Bear Paw Cluster extend an invitation to the members
and friends of the Montana Synod to take part in a "Lament & Laughter" retreat on the Rocky
Boy's Reservation.

We will gather at Our Saviour's Thursday at 6:00 p.m. for dinner and getting acquainted.
This Kogudus Renewal Ministry retreat features small group Bible study, creative worship,
singing, joke telling, and personal sharing.

Click here for more information and the registration form

Wome n's  Sp r ing Re tre a t      
 
April 22-24, 2016
Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp

SAVE THE DATE!  Plan now to attend the WOMEN'S  WOMEN'S RETREAT. Motivating

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU5ZGN8Ur2D4IKxIrxbPFTdPOfz3ato8lPnN3Vcs_0fFz5ibDabHGmMBV4jM4wWxuEcznQzKMQINuMG3UUqQIQ6fCmN9J29Ci6nu3aOjNxxe3eEmGv_7gTIan-ctGhmrCf4YIMyrBaBASjm39opZY8Dd6dCemepwONQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU_VoUi0iK4kkEY4KaXh9rg2DmhaGKCXVsbgIyblCrE97bZu85K1x1F4zT8czLlO0wBSkQF1PWXRro3naPbcU45UyrN-UKCmZRKGCIV_hzTSpHgd8Xse6okM0Wo3f2LxhgbtZhpSVc03HwcIr4siyv5qQ94MYeAxAGWvuueIToUtIalpJ6zDWUwJ7tgkno8iduHhsHv03HriqVnpRg_1BwbN4tiQdxP4XRqk29dlHACxa&c=&ch=


speaker, Fun, Fellowship, Service projects, Music, Great food (no cooking!).... Bring your
friends, daughters, mothers, granddaughters (14 and up)  along for a fun, restful, spirit-filled
weekend on beautiful Flathead Lake. Check out www.imluchurch.org/womensretreat  for more
details, to get on our mailing list and to register!  Hope to see you there. Sponsored by the Five
Valleys Women and Great Divide Clusters.

 

NRIT News:
The following events require pre-registration:

 NRIT is entering the world of digital education. Our first digital offering is now
available on our website. When you purchase the class, you will have access to it
throughout 2016 so can offer the class as a multi-session adult study or watch it
on your personal computer at your convenience.     

DIGITAL EDUCATION 

Learning Our Place: Wilderness and Wonder from a Biblical Perspective 
With Dr. Kathryn Schifferdecker This course explores the book of Job and several biblical
texts for insights about God, creation and humanity. What kind of world is this? What is our
place in this world? How does the Bible speak of wilderness and wild creatures? What
about "acts of God?"  

 To purchase the class, go the NRIT website. Under the logo, to the right side, click on NRIT
Digital Education Store. Then click on "Learning Our Place..." You will need to pay online
with a credit or debit card. After you have placed your order, you will be sent an email with
all of the access information. Look for more offerings to come!    

COMING WORKSHOPS:   

Spiritual But Not Religious: What Can We Learn From Them? How Can We
Welcome Them?  Dr. Melinda Quivik

 
Monday, April 25th - American Lutheran in Billings
Friday, April 29th - St. John's Lutheran in Helena
9:30am - 3:30pm
(5 credits) $75 clergy/$50 New to Ministry, retired, LPA/$20 for nonrostered no CEUs
 
Leading Worship Matters: Shaping Faith
Dr. Melinda Quivik
 
Tuesday, April 26th - First Lutheran in Wolf Point
Thursday, April 27th - New Hope in Great Falls
9:30am - 3:30 pm
 
(5 credits) $75 clergy/$50 New to Ministry, retired, LPA/$20 for nonrostered no CEUs
  
To sign up, www.nrit.org and click on the NRIT logo near the upper right side of the Montana
Synod page to see our offerings.

SCHOLARSHIPS
We know that some churches are not able to provide the recommended amount of

continuing education assistance and what is offered doesn't always go far enough. At the same

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU1mArkQ_dPwdEwJPq4VoBLNVDAPJJbVMqwUWG3t540jMS6waooiAFHrQ4lHPbsWkuJQxXjcFY26DYwGFqv753g4Sauvm518fQjsiWnC_ThmGPqxA-YKJyUBsWlF_aNwqhQfc36soidvR&c=&ch=


time, we strongly believe in the importance of continuing education for our synod and we support
the ELCA expectation of 50 hours of continuing education credits a year.

Scholarships are now available to cover half the cost of NRIT events.
Apply online or by leaving a message for Jenny at 406-453-1461.

 
*NRIT is grateful for financial gifts in support of this scholarship fund. Designate by writing
"Jessica Crist Scholarship Fund" in the memo line.
 

 

 
Lutherans and Catholics-what's the deal?  499 years ago the Church split-Lutherans went one way, and
Catholics another.  It was not an amicable parting of the ways.  The stakes were high, and the religious
issues were all tangled up with political issues.  Mutual condemnations flew back and forth.  Wars broke
out.  The lines were drawn between Protestant and Catholic.

 
And now, the Pope is coming to the 500th Anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation. 
Finnish Lutherans were able to receive communion at the Vatican, and the ELCA Churchwide
Assembly will receive a document of agreement between Lutherans and Catholics outline 32
major area of agreement.  What's the deal?  Go to the Luther 500 page for a downloadable
study on Lutherans and Catholics, and share it with your congregation, or with an ecumenical
group.
 
Click here for the full brief

 
The Reformation 500 Task Force is looking for people to serve with our group. The
only requirement is an interest in Reformation history and how the church is
continually reforming. Many of our meetings are held via Google Hangouts so that
very little lengthy travel is necessary, also helping to fulfill the first benchmark of the
Montana Synod, "Meet the future boldly." If you would like to join our fun group,
please contact Rev. Tonya Eza.

Help Plant a Tree in Wittenberg

"Even if I knew that the world were to collapse tomorrow, I would still plant my apple tree today."
(attributed to Martin Luther)

In anticipation of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the Lutheran World Federation in
sponsoring "500 years of reformation-500 trees for Wittenberg." The Montana Synod has been
asked to participate by donating a tree. A representative our reformation task force, Tonya Eza,
will be present for the planting of the Montana Synod tree.

You are invited to participate by helping to raise the $500. that the tree will cost. You could:

            Dedicate a Lenten offering.
            Do a special appeal on Earth Day, April 20.
            Use it as a Sunday School, youth group, Bible Study group project.
            Do a special offering.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU51DSAVlXmro_NGxI5jIzRnH64d3fJ2oQMIeFOryUaaoNBG8qX1jEQn4k8_PzeqMnyGcPRapQOV05t2Tp9msrPyM7_0FPTbmM1LKt_lYVc5Lo9qW43bl3ViJPUHGsAnDAkLq5RiPXdwHs9jkiW5TKTLEQy8uBnQ1q6dOE4FA6ZAAfSHTQVGduYeX5bU6SZVAnqmSpahz9WVUJPzL0O-G-YK_oUMsZkI4jg==&c=&ch=


Send checks to Montana Synod with "Wittenberg tree" in the memo line.

In conjunction with the Montana Synod's third strategic benchmark, "Deepen faith and witness,"
the 2016 Synod Assembly and Theological Conference theme will be the 500th Anniversary of
the Reformation. Yes, it's a year early, but this is part of how we meet the future boldly, so that
when 2017 comes along, we will all be prepared! In conjunction with the Synod Assembly, the
Reformation 500 Task Force is sponsoring a Reformation stole and banner contest. We invite
the member congregations of the Montana Synod to bring original stoles and/or banners with
them to the Synod Assembly in June. Following are the rules that we ask you to follow:

If you are making a stole:

Stoles must be able to be worn while presiding over worship, and should be able to
withstand 10 worship services (feel free to experiment with materials!).

Stoles should be between 3" and 6" wide at the shoulder, and between 48" and 54" long.

o   Be sure also to consider weight of stole and range of motion for the pastor in your
design.

   Stoles need to be appropriate for a liturgically red service  
 

o   Red doesn't need to be the only color in the stole, but it should play a prominent
role in the color palette of the stole.

The stole should be your own original design - it is fine to use established patterns
(provided they are not copy-written) as long as they are put together in your own way.

If you are submitting a banner:

Banners should be appropriate for display in a worship context

o   The size of the banner should be able to fit comfortably within the dimensions of
your sanctuary.

Banners should be of an original design. You may use established patterns (provided
they are not copy-written) as long as they are put together in your own way.

Please bring the stoles and banners with you to the Synod Assembly, and they will be
displayed in a place where everyone can see. Assembly attendees will vote on their favorites.

Questions? Please contact Rev. Tonya Eza, chair of the Reformation 500 Task Force, or any of
the other members of the group.

 

Fla the a d  L uthe ra n Bib le  C a mp          

Retreats, Events, and Updates:
For additional information about these great upcoming retreats and

events, check out our website at www.flbc.net!  Also, watch for our

2016 Summer Brochure around Christmas!  Be sure to register

early for your first choice of weeks and programs!

March 26-April 2: Desert Southwest Backpacking Trip
FULL!

Have a great trip!  Thank you for your prayers for the campers and staff leading this trip!

April 17-19: Adult Spirituality Retreat
This year's inspiring retreat will be co-presented by Dr. Jim and Julie Aageson, with the topics,
"Spiritual but not Religious: Spirituality in a Non-Religious World" and "Quest for God:
Contemplative Practices and a Life of Faith."  CLICK HERE for more information! 

 
Rev. Nathan Clements, Associate Director

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ydfd06k0Mr22pqlbg7B9zg4shfqMyHh_FwraXncdt1EC8imkAcaxU1n_vyPs-jf05tRRgGuofMpT1RllAUfihiNI_MNZbYGhhRY7d2id1zAy2OQLDhUPvPSa8Eib-8Y_-V-4CA88rlvPU-uxUFDzoYl7EyCoFanUacpBn6zjDTl63AXsjINpaofQOVb3iDki-Bdgk95HmH6h8ah16fdY9XG2QFwrcPGjh9fgmPwqIG7xbnMulZuBHIRtEWH9qDzJ&c=&ch=


Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp
603 S Main St
Kalispell, MT 59901
(406) 890-5104 (cell)

Up c oming Ev e nts ,  e tc .        
 
March

29-April 1 Pastoral Confrence 

June 
3-5 Montana Synod Assembly 

Please put these important dates on your calendar: 

2016 Montana Synod Assembly and Theological Conference:  June 2-5, 2016, Radisson Hotel
Billings

2016 Bishop's Convocation, October 14, 2016, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Helena, Montana
2016 First Call Theological Education: November 7-9, 2016, Great Falls

2017 Montana Synod Assembly: June 1-4, 2017, Best Western Heritage Inn, Great Falls
 
2017 First Call Theological Education: November 6-8, 2017, Great Falls

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Find upcoming issues of The Parish Paper here
 
To see what's coming up on the Montana Synod Calendar, go here
 
To download or view our Clergy Roster, Congregational and LPA Directories, find them here 
 
Roster Transitions are updated mid-month and may be found here 
 

Ama z on Sm ile  
  
Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-3514273 in support
of the Montana Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of America. 
 

 
 

This e-letter is intended to convey information from synod staff, ministries and congregations, and
we reserve the right to edit all submissions. All items must be received by the Monday before
publication on Wednesday. Send submissions to Colter McCarty.

 

Contact Information
phone: (406) 453-1461
www.montanasynod.org
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