
 
News of the Week

June 7, 2023

 

Prayers of the Week
Please remember in your prayers
this week:

On Sunday, May 28th, Pastor Ron
Nelson passed away. Pastor Nelson
served Trinity Lutheran Church from
1986-2005. Please keep his wife Joan
and their 3 children, Kathy, Mike and
Pam in your prayers. May the sure and
certain promise of the resurrection be an
abiding gift for all who loved Pastor Ron.
He was living in Colorado.

From the Montana Synod Prayer Calendar:   
Bethel Lutheran Church, Joplin  
Goldstone Lutheran Church, Gildford

Metro New York Synod

 

Words from the Bishop:
Assembly 2023

Dear Friends in Christ,
Grace to you and peace from the Trinity who creates,
reconciles and sustains us all in God’s empowering love.
 
“Equipping for Generosity.” That was the theme of the
Montana/N. Wyoming Synod Assembly last weekend
on June 2-3. And what I noticed most about our time
together was the generosity of God that appeared over
and over again in grace-filled conversations, fellowship,
worship and yes, in the ordinary business of the
assembly’s actions.



 
As the assembly walked Christ’s way together (the definition of “synod”), we remembered
the many Missing and Murdered Indigenous People during a vigil on Thursday evening,
we honored the generous creativity of the Trinity on Friday’s worship and we experienced
the blessings of the Trinity’s healing during worship on Saturday. We elected a new vice
president of the synod, Ms. Kim Bloch from Shelby MT. We passed the 2024 Synod budget
after some thoughtful discussion. We amended the synod constitution as required and
recommended by the ELCA Churchwide Assemblies in 2019 and 2022.
 
We had rich and empowering conversations led by Pastor Tim Brown and Pastor Peggy
Paugh-Leuzinger about how we are called to live generous lives in stewardship of the
resources we’ve received from God.
 
We also heard from Ms. Marie Anne Sliwinski about our synod’s relationship with the
ELCA’s Churchwide expression; from Ms. Loni Taylor about her experience as a Region 1
representative on the Churchwide council as well as about the ministry of Our Saviour’s on
Rocky Boy reservation; from the new Associate to the Bishop, Pastor Brenda Frelsi, about
the upcoming churchwide Youth Gathering; from Pastor Marlow Carrels about the
exciting work of Freedom in Christ Prison Ministry; and from me (Bp Laurie) who offered
a bible study on Ephesians 4 and the announcement of a Vision, Calling and Values
statement for the synod. Watch for further study materials on this text and the statement
later this summer.
 
And while the assembly itself ended on Saturday afternoon amidst the real threats of
flooding and road closures around the synod, LPAs continued to gather for a time of
reconnecting, fellowship, learning and worship until noon on Sunday.
 
Thank you to all of you who helped make the Montana/Northern Wyoming Synod
Assembly happen! Your service was invaluable.
 
Many may be wondering these days about the role of the synod, the synod assembly and
why we do things the way we do as ELCA and the MT/NWY Synod. I’d like to conclude by
offering the following perspective by one of our pastors in the synod, Pastor Seth Nelson at
Faith Lutheran in Ronan, who addresses these questions in an exceptional way:
 
Just as questions have arisen in local congregations about the value and purpose of
church membership and participation, similar questions have arisen in regard to how
ELCA congregations work together in clusters, synods and regions. Are synods and
churchwide organizations simply bureaucratic institutions that should be re-examined
and potentially done away with? Does our congregation…really need to put time,
energy, and money into connecting and working with congregations hundreds of miles
away? Does our regional church structure have the same value that it once did?
 
As the times change, so do our expectations and our connections. Surely the Montana
Synod of the ELCA is not the same thing as the Montana District of the old American
Lutheran Church denominational body. The Synod needs to function differently than it
did forty years ago. The Synod and its staff are now being called upon to do many things
that would have been far from the imagination generations ago. Whereas the regional
church used to help congregations… start, charter, and build their churches, now the
Synod [staff] is being called upon to help more and more congregations close and
liquidate their properties (if possible). Just as pastors are being called upon to think
creatively, expansively, and work doggedly if we want our congregations to continue to
survive and thrive, so synod staff and bishops are being forced to cover the shortcomings
of local congregations and ministries across their areas in ways that used to be
unthinkable. There is work that cannot be accomplished just at the local level, and we
give thanks to God for those who serve as regional church leaders.
 
In spite of all the change and adaptation that we are being forced into these days
(perhaps even because of it), it is still good to be “on the road together” with
congregations across Montana and Wyoming. We can do more together than we can
apart, and I eagerly anticipate how we will compel each other forward again this year.
 
Thank you, Pastor Seth, for these words of support and wisdom as we walk together on the
Holy Spirit’s way as the Montana/N. Wyoming Synod.  Bp Laurie



 
Let us pray: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your
love is empowering us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

Synod Assembly 2023 

Thank you everyone who was part of the assembly! Below are several resources that were
requested from the weekend.

Slides from Tim Brown

Recorded videos of both days as well as the recognition banquet

If you or your conregation still wish to give to the Synod Assembly Offering you can do so
here! This offering is being used to support the ministry of the Caring for Creation and
Racial Justice Task forces as well as Our Saviour's Lutheran Church at Rocky Boy's.

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/f49ad262201/0629d93d-5bcc-4d61-bb1d-f2a597fe49b4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXQL0ACTGP2YFrlD6aw-nAr6qqy7zNvFR
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1185173




 
 

Sermon Manuscripts Avaliable

Montana Synod leaders have been providing manucripts for use in congregations
through the Lent and Easter seasons. We are happy to announce that these
manuscripts will be provided throughout the entire year! Thank you to the leaders



in the Montana Synod who are providing these manuscripts every week. They can be
found and downloaded on the Montana Synod website here.

 

Click here to give to the Montana Synod

Synod Staff:
 
Bishop
Laurie Jungling: ljungling@montanasynod.org
 
Associate to the Bishop
Brenda Frelsi: bfrelsi@montanasynod.org

Director for Evangelical Mission
Pastor Peggy Paugh Leuzinger: ppleuzinger@montanasynod.org
 
Director of Technology and Communications
Colter McCarty: cmccarty@montanasynod.org
 
Office Manager
Oliver Main office@montanasynod.org

Director of NRIT
Jenny Kunka: j.kunka@nrit.org

Click here to be taken to the newsletter archive on our website
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