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Prayers of the Week
Please remember in your prayers
this week:

From the Montana Synod Prayer
Calendar:  

Our Savior's Lutheran Church,
Thompson Falls         
Faith Lutheran Church, Ronan

Central States Synod

Missionary: Pr. Bradn Buerkle, Russia (Currently in Germany)

 

Spotlight on the Wider Church: UP Wild
Brings Worship Outdoors

Located in the town of Marquette in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, UP Wild Church
is among the newest ministries in the
growing movement of “wild” outdoor worship
communities. The church holds its worship
and prayer services outdoors and hosts
nature walks, wilderness reflection and field
trips to explore God’s creation amid the
scenic beauty of the peninsula.

An ecumenical ministry of the Northern
Great Lakes Synod and the Episcopal Diocese
of Northern Michigan, UP Wild Church was
started in 2019 to attract younger people and
those disenchanted with traditional church,



and to foster a deeper spiritual connection
with God outdoors.

Lantto is passionate about the outdoors and
brought to UP Wild Church a wide social
media network, a heart for social issues,
relationships with local residents, history
with the local Lutheran and Catholic
communities, and boundless energy.

Jim Duehring, assistant to the bishop of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod and a director
for evangelical mission, supported Lantto in
starting the ministry. “Knowing that Lanni
has both life experiences and passions for
doing this work well—and the fact that she is
a layperson and not a pastor—provides a
model for the creative ways that the church
can be church in today’s day and age,” he said. “One doesn’t have to be a pastor to be a
good mission developer.”

Click here to read the full article

For more from Stories of Faith in Action click here

 

The annual Assembly of the Montana
Synod of the ELCA will be held June 2-3,
2023 at the Heritage Inn in Great Falls,

Montana ​
Rev. Doris Tollefson, MT Synod Secretary,
March 1, 2023
 
This year the assembly will be in Great Falls and is a Business Meeting. The theme
is “Equipping for Generosity.” Our Churchwide representative is the Rev. Barb
Lund. 
 
The deadline for both nominations and resolutions is April 15, 2023. Click here to
download the Guidelines for Consideration of Resolutions.
 
All registration information and materials will be sent via e-mail to rostered
leaders and congregations and will also be posted on the synod’s website.
 
Check the weekly e-news or our website,  www.montanasynod.org for more
information and deadlines.

Assembly Nominations

Dick Deschamps, the current VP of the Montana Synod ELCA, is not planning to run
again for that position. We are in the process of searching for 2 people to put on the
ballot at the 2023 Synod Assembly in June. If you or anyone you know has the
leadership skills to fill that position, please contact Pastor Brenda in the synod office
at bfrelsi@montanasynod.org
 
The constitution of the Montana Synod describes the office of the VP in this way:

https://www.livinglutheran.org/sofia/up-wild-brings-worship-outdoors.php
https://www.livinglutheran.org/sofia/
https://files.constantcontact.com/f49ad262201/31d20568-b90f-45f7-bf82-7b44905d3706.pdf
http://www.montanasynod.org
mailto:bfrelsi@montanasynod.org


†S8.21. The vice-president shall be elected by the Synod Assembly. The vice-
president shall be a layperson. The vice-president shall be a voting member of a
congregation of this synod. The vice-president shall not receive a salary for the
performance of the duties of the office.
 
S8.22. The vice-president shall chair the Synod Council.
 
†S8.23. In the event of the death, resignation, or disability of the bishop, the vice-
president, after consultation with the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, shall convene the Synod Council to arrange for the conduct of
the duties of the bishop until a new bishop shall be elected or, in the case of
temporary disability, until the bishop resumes full performance of the duties of the
office.
 
 
In the words of our current Vice President, Dick Deschamps, “The main job of the
VP is to run the council between assemblies, therefore the duties of the VP and that
of the council become somewhat synonymous….The bishop and the VP are in close
communication in developing the agendas of the executive committee and the
council…The Bishop sometimes assigns duties to the VP…I convene and guide the
Resolutions Committee as well as the elections committee. I do orientation for the
synod assembly. These are other duties-as-assigned and will vary…The VP is also
required to attend the Churchwide Assembly.”
 
 
If you would like to nominate a person for either the Synod Council, the Committee
on Discipline or the Consultation Committee, Click here to download the
Nominations Form.

 

Looking for more Reports to the Bishop!

If you are an actively called rostered leader and have not yet turned in your 2022 Report to
the Bishop please do so now! Click here to be taken to the report page, thank you!

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/f49ad262201/631220d6-6ad8-47ab-ba45-7ae407268456.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/230245506724148


Click here to download the full newsletter

 

Chico Pastoral Conference Registration now open!

 A note from Registrar Pr. Marlow Carrels:

Hello friends, registration for Chico will close on March 31st, BUT Chico is only
offering their 35% discount through the 20th so reserve those rooms now! Also,
scholarships are available if needed, please contact Marlow Carrels directly for those
at mcarrels@gmail.com. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/f49ad262201/b4a8b2d8-8ee4-414f-85ee-5a54c77149ec.pdf
mailto:mcarrels@gmail.com


The Pastoral Leader Conference at Chico will be April 11-14 (Tuesday - Friday).
 
To reserve a room contact Chico directly and state you want a room with the
“Pastor’s Conference.”
 
Click here to register

 

Sermon Manuscripts Will Be Available to Use in
Congregations Who Do Not Have a Called Pastor

Look for a special Passion/Palm Sunday offering next week!

As a pilot project in the Lenten and Easter seasons, several pastors (including rostered
Synod Staff) have agreed to provide a Sermon Manuscript for each of the Sundays in Lent
and Easter. The Sermon manuscript is a gift to the worship leaders/leaders in
congregations who serve in the places where there is no pastor. Please follow the link to
find the sermon each week and use it as it is needed. This is one more way in which the
Montana Synod leaders are providing resources to equip us for the ministry of the Gospel.

​The Manuscripts will be found on the Synod's website  and the Manuscript for the
upcoming Sunday will be posted by 12 noon on Saturdays. (Maybe before, but at least by
12 noon on Saturdays for the upcoming Sunday. The Sermons will be based on the Revised
Common Lectionary.)
 
Please contact me if you have questions about this in general or contact Colter at
cmccarty@montanasynod.org about any technical aspect of this. 
 
Pastor Peggy Paugh Leuzinger
Director for Evangelical Mission for the Montana Synod
ppleuzinger@montanasynod.org  
406 451 8461 Cell

 

Parochial update and reminder

​The deadline has been extended to March 15th due to several issues that have been
encountered during submission. If you have issues submitting form A or C, try the
following:

Submitting the form on a different computer
Clearing the cache on your browser
Using another browser

Any further questions can be directed to Colter in the synod office:
cmccarty@montanasynod.org

 

Click here to give to the Montana Synod

Synod Staff:
 
Bishop
Laurie Jungling: ljungling@montanasynod.org

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HLKitFMlk4ZrsxDvsB2zJJUN7GBjcakkRdBZEGjgkYl3g1bKjzTfOpspyFClP-4nernjZCd1TXwrhDxo0bTVDsSRk4vz0pOt0PK-yAISgrUaG_JhTVI3ZXjj86RWLurR-wiNU-i46EBt86EOpR3JOAM79_pekhfb&c=qTaMnXT2VodPafQ-5kGo7UBp6lS_301RwV_o3YrvoecLkwL97ZC5QQ==&ch=6YFERfkwIltaIRXYnOJsTERgJS8gH5Qpr3EV9r03Zqndx1tk5jOSiA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GD38LQ-00-YvM0mlraSo3FlhdK_lYosChpTcj3CTD8Ql5Ziz1l7iy2ceZ6W9H_2S_gdTTisZ0cOCRQQJ4qCRomUbR3AgOFlc3YSUOcBM-LPOwr5xSyKP-eC-9rWJ6kZumspNOXAfaBWIhzDAySHSFI-1jC2-Fxnlm4n7G8neFDutqD9Pnuiuyg==&c=VnpXuTSL9KSx8n3kQquJuRJLBVOVzb4T2slYVYoJcbeqDpj5dOhETA==&ch=Rp1RjqQyKVFQmEvJjfqyZ6uwQ59MeVlX9joC74cejC7St2qfjUawGw==
http://www.montanasynod.org
mailto:cmccarty@montanasynod.org
mailto:ppleuzinger@montanasynod.org
mailto:cmccarty@montanasynod.org
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1185173
mailto:ljungling@montanasynod.org


 
Associate to the Bishop
Brenda Frelsi: bfrelsi@montanasynod.org

Director for Evangelical Mission
Pastor Peggy Paugh Leuzinger: ppleuzinger@montanasynod.org
 
Director of Technology and Communications
Colter McCarty: cmccarty@montanasynod.org
 
Office Manager
Lori Jara: office@montanasynod.org

Director of NRIT
Jenny Kunka: j.kunka@nrit.org

Click here to be taken to the newsletter archive on our website
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