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Save the date for Giving Tuesday
— a global day of giving

On Nov. 28, people all around the world are coming together to tap into the power
of human connection, strengthen communities and change our world.
On Giving Tuesday the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America will lift up ELCA
Good Gifts as a way for members across the church to show their support for the
ministries we share. We have more than 50 charitable gifts to choose from, and each
makes a real impact in the world, sharing the love of Christ one goat, water filter or
school uniform at a time.
Here's how you can help:

1. Give. On Nov. 28 go to  ELCA.org/goodgifts to make your donation.
2. Spread the word. Share what gift(s) you gave and what our churchwide

ministries mean to you — then invite your friends, family and congregation
members to join you! Check your inbox and social media feeds on the morning
of Nov. 28 for ELCA content you can share that day.

God is calling us into the world — together. And with generous, loving hands we can
make a difference. Thank you for your leadership and support.

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2024
The theme for the 2024 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be “You Shall Love
the Lord Your God ... and Your Neighbor As Yourself” (Luke 10:27). Resources for
the week, January 18-25, 2024 or whenever you choose, have been jointly prepared
and published by the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity and the World
Council of Churches’ Commission on Faith and Order, and they can be downloaded
here.

 

https://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10091/2133644?email=7HwZkrmDDtennpAWwGuXoZJ8JT1ap6Db%2BJ7UCllJ9Ns=&campid=3olCBEoQ416ZkArzVWMSmA==
http://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10091/2133645?email=7HwZkrmDDtennpAWwGuXoZJ8JT1ap6Db%2BJ7UCllJ9Ns=&campid=3olCBEoQ416ZkArzVWMSmA==
https://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10091/2108198?email=7HwZkrmDDtennpAWwGuXoZJ8JT1ap6Db%2BJ7UCllJ9Ns=&campid=3olCBEoQ416ZkArzVWMSmA==
https://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10091/2108199?email=7HwZkrmDDtennpAWwGuXoZJ8JT1ap6Db%2BJ7UCllJ9Ns=&campid=3olCBEoQ416ZkArzVWMSmA==


 
Dear friend,
Thank you for your outpouring of prayers and generosity for our siblings impacted by the
conflict in the Holy Land. The humanitarian crisis continues to worsen —– almost 70% of
Gazan residents are displaced, and resources such as food, water and medical supplies are
in short supply. The death toll has far surpassed those of previous conflicts in the region in
recent decades.
Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response have equipped us to respond to this and other
disasters whenever and wherever they strike. Gifts designated for “Middle East Crisis" will
be restricted to and used in full (100%) for those affected by this crisis and others in the
region.
I’d like to tell you some of the ways Lutheran Disaster Response already accompanies our
partners in the Holy Land. Lutheran Disaster Response supports:

Augusta Victoria Hospital. The hospital procures medical supplies and provides
accommodations for patients and staff unable to return to their homes in Gaza.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. The church
provides emergency education support for families who have lost income due to the
war and are unable to pay school fees.
ACT Alliance. Through implementing partners Lutheran World Federation and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, ACT Alliance responds
to immediate needs for psychosocial support, shelter, household items, public health
centers and direct cash assistance, focusing on the Palestinian communities in Gaza,
East Jerusalem and the West Bank.

These are just the first steps of what will be a long-term response. Our accompaniment of
and solidarity with our partners endures, and we will work together to address other
emerging needs. We continue to pray for peace with justice in the region.
I encourage you to visit the ELCA’s “Conflict in the Holy Land” resource page, where you’ll
find worship resources, advocacy opportunities, statements from the ELCA and our
partners, and more.
 

Give Now

With gratitude,
The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response Fund
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

If you would like to thank retiring Region 1 Gift
Planner Beth Adams for all of her work over the

years you can submit to a Kudoboard for her
here!

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=346630&srctid=1&erid=c519655d-20f2-4092-b8b1-e47c000773f0&trid=c519655d-20f2-4092-b8b1-e47c000773f0
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fcrisis-holy-land&srcid=346630&srctid=1&erid=c519655d-20f2-4092-b8b1-e47c000773f0&trid=c519655d-20f2-4092-b8b1-e47c000773f0
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis%3f_ga%3d2.203474512.1983024996.1696966209-1636242314.1685024784&srcid=346630&srctid=1&erid=c519655d-20f2-4092-b8b1-e47c000773f0&trid=c519655d-20f2-4092-b8b1-e47c000773f0
https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/LOvBVidw


NRIT Retreat on Flathead Lake, 3pm January
29th – 9am January 31st

Words of Wonder:
Using Writing to Nurture our
Relationships with the Bible, our
Congregations, and God

This retreat offers a combination of presentation,
small group activity, quiet time for writing and
contemplation.

Led by Dr. Kaethe Schwehn, author and
professor

Cost: $265 includes class, food and lodging
Registration Deadline: January 15

Zoom: Thursday, Jan 24th and Thursday, Feb 1 from 1pm to 2:30pm both days

NRIT Facilitated Video and Group Discussion:
Presiding Bishops Elizabeth Eaton and Michael Curry
Respond to Christian Nationalism

Using materials from "Christians Against Christian Nationalism," an organization
endorsed by both ELCA Bishop Eaton and Episcopal Bishop Curry, participants will
discuss how our Lutheran and Episcopal beliefs contrast with Christian Nationalist
views. 

Discussion facilitated by The Rev. Valerie Webster. Associate Priest, All Saints in
Big Sky

Cost $20 for both days
3 Contact Hours of Continuing Ed

Zoom: Thursday, April 18th from 6pm to 7:30pm

Lazarus Bound: Ministry to the
Margins

Pastor Marlow Carrels will lead this class on
welcoming our neighbors who are leaving the prison

system and re-entering society outside that system.
 

Marlow Carrels is Pastoral Leader for the Freedom



in Christ Prison Ministry

Cost: Free but pre-registration is required
1.5 Contact Hours

Zoom: Thursday, May 2nd 9am to Noon

When Bad Theology Happens to
Good Christians

Law and Gospel. Theology of the Cross
versus Theology of Glory. Works-righteousness.
The Lutheran theological buzzwords can get
overwhelming sometimes. We know the basics of
what we believe, but sometimes our domesticated
concepts seem to shrivel when faced with some of
the wild ideas floating around these days. What's
a Lutheran to do when bearing witness to God's
grace in a crowded marketplace of ideas?

Led by Julia Seymour, Pastor at Big Timber
Cost $40

3 Contact Hours Continuing Ed

 

Join the Truth and
Healing Movement

The ELCA’s Truth and Healing
Movement gives the people of this
church an opportunity to enlarge their
understanding of our colonizing
impact on Indigenous people in the
past and present.

The movement began this spring and
will continue until Advent — and
there’s still time to get involved! In
observance of Native American
Heritage Month in November, consider attending a class or browsing articles and
resources on Indigenous Ministries and Tribal Relations. Explore learning opportunities.

 
The Hearth and the Heart: Telling the Story of Your
Ministry For the End of the Year Appeal
 
On Monday, Dec. 4th from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Rev. Tim Brown, Director for
Congregational Stewardship in the ELCA and Director for Evangelical Mission, Rev.
Peggy Paugh Leuzinger will offer a Zoom conversation for you to join with others in
the Synod to talk about how to make the ask as you approach year end giving in
your congregation by telling stories of the impact of your ministry.
 
While most of our society is singing “It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas,”
those of us in the stewardship world are singing “It’s beginning to look a lot like
year-end appeal letters.” As well we should! This is the time of year to imagine how

https://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10091/2123393?email=7HwZkrmDDtennpAWwGuXoZJ8JT1ap6Db%2BJ7UCllJ9Ns=&campid=3olCBEoQ416ZkArzVWMSmA==
https://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10091/2123394?email=7HwZkrmDDtennpAWwGuXoZJ8JT1ap6Db%2BJ7UCllJ9Ns=&campid=3olCBEoQ416ZkArzVWMSmA==
https://us.engagingnetworks.app/page/email/click/10091/2123395?email=7HwZkrmDDtennpAWwGuXoZJ8JT1ap6Db%2BJ7UCllJ9Ns=&campid=3olCBEoQ416ZkArzVWMSmA==


you’re going to set your mission up with strength to start next year’s work!
 
But instead of simply asking for year-end gifts, let’s take a page from the ancient
wisdom of our ancestors and tell a story or two of how these gifts have changed lives
this year, by God. Get to the heart of the matter, as if you were sharing these stories
by that ancient heart of the home: the hearth.
 
Join in this zoom conversation on End of the Year Stewardship Conversation. Please
Register for the event to receive the Zoom link for the event by clicking the link
below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sf-usqDIqHNOK8zBIVhHm_M-
BrbR7jmWU

 

 
Synod updates from FLBC, Nov 20th, 2023

There are still openings for the Advent
Retreat Dec 8-10, Young adult retreat,
Dec 27-29.and for the Ski and Board
retreat, January 12-15. All retreats include
great fun, games, Bible Study, worship,
playing in the snow, relaxing, and great
food. For more information and to register.
Go to www.flbc.net

Join NRIT at FLBC  for the educational
retreat with Dr Kaethe Schwehn, professor at St Olaf, Jan 29-31.  Our theme is
“Words of Wonder” …. using writing to nurture our relationships with the Bible, our
congregations, and God. Besides wonderful Educations sessions and worship, with
Dr. Schwehn, and continuing ed credits, there will be time for relaxing, enjoying
FLBC’s new sauna, hiking, reading, and just catching your breath before Lent. Open
to all pastors, spouses, LPA’s and interested adults. To register go to:
www.montanasynod.org/nrit/html

Registration for week long Family camp  opens Jan 15th, 2024, at 10am.
Please call the office, 406-752-6602 or email
office@flbc.net    Or  registration@flbc.net   Family means “family of God” Single
adults, couples, single parent families, and couples with children are all
welcome. This week fills fast…. first come first serve.  Make memories with your
loved ones at FLBC this summer as we explore God’s creation under the theme,
“Created to Be.”

Remember to use your Thrivent
Choice distribution for the good
of ministry, at your camp, campus
ministry or church, Thrivent
Choice makes a big
difference! THANKS for Choosing
Ministry!!

Our staff are enjoying meeting
people and working with
congregations in our Outreach
Ministry. We have been to
Polson, Sunburst, Helena and
Jacko Valley. If you are interested
in staff coming to your
congregation on a monthly basis,
or for a one-time lock in…. contact:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sf-usqDIqHNOK8zBIVhHm_M-BrbR7jmWU
http://www.flbc.net
http://www.montanasynod.org/nrit/html
mailto:office@flbc.net
mailto:registration@flbc.net


Amanda@flbc.net

Mark your calendars for the
Confirmation/Campfirmation
Retreat at FLBC, March 15-16.
Only 1-2 students in confirmation?
come…. a chance for them to build
relationships with others around
the state; Whether you have 2
students or 20…we guarantee
growth, learning and FUN at
camp.

The Shalom Home (for staff and
guest housing) is coming along
GREAT. THANKS to all who
contributed to make this needed
home a reality. We hope (and
pray) to have it done by this
summer. THANKS Tim Rogge
Construction!  

Blessed THANKSGIVING to each
of you! THANKS for your care!

 
November 2023
Information for our Congregations
 
 
Our summer calendar is set and on our website
(christikon.org). If you have questions about the 2024
season or would like to register, give us a call or do so
online. It was a powerful summer of ministry this year,
and we look forward to welcoming you to camp in the
new year.
 
The 2023 Annual Meeting will be on Sunday
November 12th at 3:30pm. We’ll tell stories from

the summer and share plans for the 2024 season, construction, and much more. We will
be meeting in person at Big Timber Lutheran Church.
 
We continue to hold you in prayer as together we navigate these uncertain
times. We also trust in, and give thanks for, a God who promises to never let
us go, no matter what life throws our way. May God bless you and yours as we

mailto:Amanda@flbc.net


move through fall and towards the holiday season and the new year.
Thank you as always for all the ways you support Christikon.
 
 

It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christ—
exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together.

 
CHRISTIKON ●  1108 24th Street West ● Billings, MT 59102

406 656-1969 ● secretary@christikon.org ● www.christikon.org

 

Synod Staff:
 
Bishop
Laurie Jungling: ljungling@montanasynod.org
 
Associate to the Bishop
Brenda Frelsi: bfrelsi@montanasynod.org 

Director for Evangelical Mission
Pastor Peggy Paugh Leuzinger: ppleuzinger@montanasynod.org
 
Director of Technology and Communications
Colter McCarty: cmccarty@montanasynod.org
 
Office Manager
Oliver Main: office@montanasynod.org

Director of NRIT
Jenny Kunka: j.kunka@nrit.org

Click here to be taken to the newsletter archive
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