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Multiple wildfires have broken out on the Hawaiian island of Maui. Exacerbated by
strong winds, wildfires on Maui have claimed dozens of lives and have destroyed
homes, businesses and lines of communication. Thousands of people are under
evacuation orders, some moving to other Hawaiian islands. Wildfires have also
affected the Big Island of Hawaii, and the islands remain vulnerable to more fires
this season.

Lutheran Disaster Response is coordinating with the Pacifica Synod and other
partners to assess the needs of people impacted by the wildfires. We will work with
them to provide for immediate needs and recovery amid the widespread
destruction. Lutheran Disaster Response is committed to accompanying recovering
communities in the years ahead.

Gifts given to Lutheran Disaster Response equip us to respond to this, and other
disasters, whenever and wherever they strike. Gifts given specifically to "U.S.
Wildfires" will be restricted to, and used in full (100%) for those affected by
wildfires.

Click here to donate

 

https://community.elca.org/uswildfires
https://www.montanasynod.org/nrit.html
https://rmselca.org/excellence-in-leadership


Please join us for Wrestling with Colonization
Friends and colleagues in the Montana Synod: As members of the Montana Synod Racial
Justice Task Force, we want to invite you to join us for the 5-week workshop called
Wrestling with Colonization and the Processes of Colonization to Strengthen Ministry,
coming on Wednesday mornings starting Sept. 6th.  Our team of indigenous and settler
leaders have been carefully building these sessions for the past 6 months based on our
collective education, experiences, and wisdom rooted in the Montana landscape and
beyond. We have found the information and conversations in these sessions to be essential
for settler identifying people and institutions who wish to build relationships, trust and
allyship with tribal leaders and indigenous people in our state. Our hope is your
congregation will consider sending 2-5 people from your leadership to this workshop as a
way to seed the work in your place. If you have questions about the workshop
material or format call John at 406-396-4974. We hope to see you in September! 
 
The Wrestling Teaching Team:  Francine D. Spang-Willis , is of Cheyenne,
Pawnee, and settler descent. She is an oral historian, educator, strategist, researcher, and
content curator based in Bozeman, Montana. As the owner of Appearing Flying Woman
Consulting, she collaborates with diverse organizations, communities, and individuals to
create and implement community-centered and multispecies oral history projects and
curricula. Francine earned an Oral History Master of Arts (OHMA) degree from Columbia
University. She also has a Native American Studies Master of Arts degree from Montana
State University.  Raimund Combs is of Tsimshian First Nations and German descent.
He is a veteran of two military services and two federal law enforcement agencies, totaling
28 years service to the United States. He recently graduated with dual Bachelor of Arts
degrees in Environmental and Native American Studies, and has been working as an
educator in Missoula the past 4 years. Rev. John Lund, ELCA, is of Finnish and
Sicillian descent and serves as pastor at University Congregational Church, UCC in
Missoula. In Missoula John has served as a connecting point between the campus
community, congregations, and non-profits. He has organized and/or led numerous
workshops, book studies, lectures, community action events and community celebrations.

 



 

Registration is Open for the
2023-2024 Basic Training in Transitions (BTT) Course

Lutheran Transitional Ministry Association 
(LuTMA)

For all Pastors who sense a call to serve as
Intentional Interim Ministers

to help congregations through pastoral transitions.

2023-2024 BTT Course
Phase 1: 12 virtual 90 minutes classes on Thursdays.

Begin Oct 5, 2023 with an introduction to Google Classroom.
Phase 2: 1 week residential April 8-12, 2024

(Location to be determined.)
 

 For more information and registration:

Visit the LuTMA website

 Link to the LuTMA Website

(Go to tab: Education - Basic Training) 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r31eySi1W3E7_vVI3Gi1ma5_AH-aqdQOw7c4A_XFkTkc0NCLCAdr49ESX1j9twARfubcdCbJ_l7xxyltnYdNUakW7HInOH4lxWbkVq6baxtV5x8aVKoug8tL_I81904UYCfcYBE4Jds=&c=NiHWZs30KA9y1cbAVoH6a1EvAzboPkPR6neHAJ2Z_J9MjJwkAaxYVQ==&ch=Xy6QXxReEXWHGT0IXvL7mQJrHWStRcW34M8gst_v8UKTS9vQX_HEZg==


Enhancing Worship with Art:
Music, Design, Visual
Elements and Themes

Led by Pr. Julie Long
 
-September 9th, 10:00am to 3:30pm at New
Hope Lutheran in Great Falls

-September 23rd, 10:00am to 3:30pm at Zion
Lutheran in Glendive

-October 7th, 10:00am to 3:30pm at Northridge Lutheran in Kalispell
 
Cost: $25

All are welcome to come, learn and share ideas for music, liturgy and enhancing
church spaces to emphasize worship and sermon themes. This workshop will
involve singing a variety of songs and liturgies from “Evangelical Lutheran
Worship”, “All Creation Sings” as well as from other resources and composers. In
addition to music, ideas will be presented using our senses to enhance worship
spaces to highlight seasonal and sermon themes included in the Revised Common
Lectionary and Narrative Lectionary. Led by retired pastor Julie Long.

 
Join us at

ELEA Innovative
Leadership Summit:

Developing the
Leader Within 

October 27-29, 2023
 

 
Register

 
ELEA Innovative Leadership
Summit is intense training for
leaders of ELCA Schools and
Learning Centers who are
interested in building a
network for themselves,
developing new skills and
innovative strategies, and re-
inspiring passion for your
mission. We encourage Pastors

https://eleanational.memberzone.com/eventregistration/register?cid=rT3JB426CDV96fx9Bg9247n5s768H069B9749F61H0on680209p9zf7NHh9fz4gW


and Administrators to attend together and will offer ways to connect if that is not
possible. View our program guide (draft)
Date/Time
Our program will begin on October 27th at 1:00 pm. There will be an early-bird welcome
on October 26th for those arriving early. Our program will conclude on October 29th by
Noon. Please schedule travel accordingly.  
 
Fees/Admission
This event is offered at a rate of $375/person. This fee covers a multitude of engaging
workshop offerings, Saturday Lunch, and breaks as well as resources, panelist time, and
much more. Room rates have been secured at $119. Once participants are registered we
will share the attendee list in case you would like to share a room.  

Save the date: ELCA Fund for Leaders Day of
Giving is two weeks away!

On Aug. 16 we celebrate the birth of ELCA Fund for Leaders (FFL) with a Day of
Giving. For over 25 years FFL has been providing scholarships for talented and
passionate seminary students. FFL Day of Giving allows us to honor past
scholarship recipients and provide emerging leaders with a path to seminary. This
year, all gifts to FFL will be matched, dollar for dollar, until we reach $20,000.
To make this day a success, we need your help! Here are a few ways you can
participate:

Make a gift — You will double your impact on the lives of emerging leaders
and the future of our church.
Spread the word on social media — Share what ELCA Fund for Leaders means
to you with #FFLDayOfGiving. Follow the ELCA on Facebook and Instagram
for stories from current FFL scholars and alums.
Encourage your community to learn about Fund for Leaders — Throughout
August, lift up the ministry of FFL in prayers, announcements and
newsletters. Find more information and resources at
ELCA.org/FundForLeaders.

Freeing our future pastors and deacons from the burden of student debt remains
one of the most important tasks before us as a church. Thank you for supporting our
future leaders!
In Christ,
Rev. Marissa H. Krey
Director, ELCA Fund for Leaders
Fund for Leaders Class of 2005
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FLBC Updates
Outreach Program
beginning October 2023 through
April 2024!
FLBC year-round staff would love to come
to your congregation, to assist and or lead
youth and family programs. We will come,
“once in a while”, or once per month.! We
can also come to your congregation to lead a
youth lock in, church council retreat,
women’s event, etc. 
Please contact Amanda@flbc.net, and sign up today!

Join us this Labor Day weekend for one last summer celebration with your family!
Enjoy all that FLBC has to offer during this great family retreat: swimming, stand up
paddle boarding, crafts in the Art Barn, sailing, and much more! Come to help us
with some work projects or join us for a weekend of relaxation, or both! Either way,
there will be fun, worship, and more for all. September 1-4, 2023
CLICK FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER
IT'S ALMOST HARVEST FESTIVAL TIME!

Join us October 14th, buy your tickets today, for a fun night, with great food!! 
Can’t come? Join us for our on-line auction  beginning October 1st. Help ensure no

mailto:Amanda@flbc.net
https://flbc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=483ac0a9739ca02495b284565&id=f44ffd72f7&e=84809a5651
https://flbc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=483ac0a9739ca02495b284565&id=4787e4e78f&e=84809a5651


one will ever miss going to camp, because of financial reasons, by donating and or
buying something at the auction.
 
AND remember… congregations… our annual meeting and installation of Pastors
Grant and Amanda Applehans, are also on October 14th at 2:30pm. All are invited
to stay over Saturday night after the festival. No charge.

Sept 1-4- Labor day family and work retreat, with Pastor Abigail Cress-Orellano
serving as Adult Bible study and worship leader.
 
Oct 14th- Annual meeting,( including worship and installation of Pastors Grant and
Amanda Applehans as Co-Associate Directors.) followed by the Harvest
Festival. Tickets on sale now for the dinner and event Saturday, to raise money for
camperships. Donations needed!! Contact Events@flbc.net with your questions 
 
Oct 20-22- Grief retreat, with expert leaders! Pastor Keith Weatherford will serve
as the retreat pastor.
 
Oct 29-31 (Sunday-Tuesday) -"The Bible in 24 hours" Adult retreat for lay and
pastors. With Dr. Rachel Wrenn, Trinity seminary.
 
The FLBC Outreach program is taking reservations for a one a month event at your
church, October-April! A great outreach ministry for your church. Contact our
office! Camp travels everywhere!!

 

Christikon Clips
August 2023
Information for our Congregations
 
As you are reading this clip, we are readying for the
last sessions of our 72nd   season. We hosted over
500 campers so far this season including youth,
families, adults and at-risk youth. We have retreats
schedule through mid-October.
 
Our summer staff will be completing their stay
with us and will soon be heading back to their lives
outside of Christikon.
 

We look forward to our congregational and family retreats scheduled this fall. A few retreat
times are still available.
Call Kerry in the office and reserve a time.
 
We continue to ask for your prayers for those traveling to camp, our staff, and campers.
 
Blessings to all of you who support Christikon with prayer, time, skills, and your generous
donations. We are grateful!

mailto:Events@flbc.net


Please visit https://christikon.org/donate-to-christikon/ and continue your support.
 
 

It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christ—
exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together.

 
CHRISTIKON ●  1108 24th Street West ● Billings, MT 59102

406 656-1969 ● secretary@christikon.org ● www.christikon.org

 
 

Synod Staff:
 
Bishop
Laurie Jungling: ljungling@montanasynod.org
 
Associate to the Bishop
Brenda Frelsi: bfrelsi@montanasynod.org 

Director for Evangelical Mission
Pastor Peggy Paugh Leuzinger: ppleuzinger@montanasynod.org
 
Director of Technology and Communications
Colter McCarty: cmccarty@montanasynod.org
 
Office Manager
Oliver Main: office@montanasynod.org

Director of NRIT
Jenny Kunka: j.kunka@nrit.org

Click here to be taken to the newsletter archive
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