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Candidacy Research
Update

To God’s beloved in the ELCA,
In the tenth chapter of Romans we read,
“How are they to call on one in whom they
have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? And how are they
to proclaim him unless they are sent?”
(Romans 10:14-15).
In response to this and other invitations in
Scripture, the church continues to educate,
form, and send rostered ministers so that all
may call on Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Lord. Our process to do so is currently
under review.
In March 2022 a diverse group was appointed to examine and improve the candidacy
process that equips rostered ministers for service in our church. This team is the
Candidacy Leadership Development Working Group (CLDWG.)
In the last year we have spent much of our time hosting virtual and in-person listening
sessions to learn the needs of our church. We also completed a survey for those excluded
by the candidacy process. As we move forward, the working group is prioritizing feedback
from our church.
All members of the ELCA are invited to hearings at which the working group will share its
findings. There will also be an opportunity for response. More details will be shared at the
hearings; you can find an executive summary of the team’s work here.
The hearings will be hosted via Zoom. Please mark your calendars for one of the following:

June 20, 7 p.m. Eastern/6 p.m. Central/5 p.m. Mountain/4 p.m. Pacific
June 22, 1 p.m. Eastern/12 p.m. Central/11 a.m. Mountain/10 a.m. Pacific
June 26, 2 p.m. Eastern/1 p.m. Central/12 p.m. Mountain/11 a.m. Pacific
June 28, 10 p.m. Eastern/9 p.m. Central/8 p.m. Mountain/7 p.m. Pacific

Thank you for your prayers for this group as we seek to increase proclamation of the
gospel.
Grace and peace,

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fFORMATION&srcid=334818&srctid=1&erid=34b00479-58dc-4a96-9c44-e862c4630ac2&trid=34b00479-58dc-4a96-9c44-e862c4630ac2
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fCandidacy_KnowBeDo_Summary.pdf&srcid=334818&srctid=1&erid=34b00479-58dc-4a96-9c44-e862c4630ac2&trid=34b00479-58dc-4a96-9c44-e862c4630ac2
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fus02web.zoom.us%2fj%2f87625799447%3fpwd%3dY2h3SkR5WnZ6YzdDL3BZK05heFNGdz09&srcid=334818&srctid=1&erid=34b00479-58dc-4a96-9c44-e862c4630ac2&trid=34b00479-58dc-4a96-9c44-e862c4630ac2
https://collector.sensemaker-suite.com/collector?projectID=5d56b024-9d6b-4df7-8b99-9f85a213cff6


The Candidacy Leadership Development Working Group
Bishop Susan Candea, chair

 

Attention Rostered Leaders and those in
candidacy

This project is aimed to learn about the formation experiences for rostered ministry
in the ELCA: seminary education; candidacy; clinical pastoral education
(CPE)/internship/field education; call process; first call and First Call Theological
Education.

The Quality of Call Team is especially interested in hearing from you if: 

1.     you are a candidate for rostered ministry;
2.     you withdrew from candidacy;
3.     you were denied or postponed at any point in your candidacy;
4.     you completed the candidacy process and have awaited call for five months or
longer;
5.     you left your first call prior to serving for three years;
6.     you went on leave from call within the first five years of rostered ministry; or
7.     you resigned from the roster within the first five years of rostered ministry.

This survey will be used to help improve experiences for persons preparing for
rostered ministry in the future.

If you have any questions, please email qualityofcallwomen@elca.org.

 

https://collector.sensemaker-suite.com/collector?projectID=5d56b024-9d6b-4df7-8b99-9f85a213cff6
mailto:qualityofcallwomen@elca.org


 



New Indian 101 Class 
June 1, 10:00-noon CST

Class summary:

The general population knows very little about the Indigenous peoples of Turtle
Island. Even the most basic topics are often grand mysteries. This is by design; for
centuries the colonial project has prioritized the complete erasure of Native people.
“Indian 101” explains some of these basics to build a foundation for students to
stand in solidarity with Indian people across the United States as we work together
to dismantle longstanding systems of oppression.
Get more info about the next sessions on the ELCA Truth & Healing website here.
These classes will not be recorded. However, if you are interested in having the
class offered for your congregations, cluster or synod, contact Vance Blackfox,
Director of Indigenous Ministries & Tribal Relations through the ELCA website
below:
https://elca.org/indigenous

 

 

 

https://edlarj.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e83f5fa2e52ea8b48cba428b&id=325013cdee&e=c3e031e9b1
https://edlarj.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e83f5fa2e52ea8b48cba428b&id=0ad0db79c1&e=c3e031e9b1


UPCOMING EVENTS
Summer Course: "Executive Certificate in Religious Fundraising"

The Lake Institute on Faith & Giving and the ELCA's Congregational Stewardship office
work together to increase generosity across the church. The Lake Institute is hosting a

summer online cohort for interested clergy or church leaders who want to gain fundraising
acumen, learn the spirituality of fundraising, and earn a professional certificate upon

completion of both the course and an independent project.
This intensive certification course will meet twice a week from June 20 through Aug. 15:

on Tuesdays for plenary and an additional day for a smaller cohort. The course is available
to ELCA leaders at a discounted rate of only $950 (from $1,350).

To learn more about this opportunity, click here. Your payment for the course will be made
to the ELCA, not the Lake Institute, so after registering for the course, please contact the

Rev. Larry Strenge or the Rev. Timothy Brown to arrange payment.
 

Upcoming Stewardship Webinar: "Stewardship When Economics Are
Uncertain"

The economy has been unpredictable as we slowly emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic.
Unemployment remains low, yet interest rates have jumped considerably, and with three
very public bank failures this year, people are being more cautious with their resources.

How can we talk about stewardship and money in a way that is honest and honors
uncertain economic times?

On Aug. 21 the ELCA, in partnership with the Lake Institute on Faith & Giving, will host a
webinar geared toward helping leaders talk openly, honestly and inspirationally about

stewardship and generosity, even in uncertain times. The webinar will be led by the
Rev. Meredith McNabb and the Rev. Tim Brown.

Mark your calendar:
"Stewardship When Economics Are Uncertain"

Monday, Aug. 21
6-7 p.m. Central time

Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 835 7971 8246 Password: 000320

One tap mobile: +13017158592,,83579718246# US (Washington DC)

 

Check out the NRIT page of the synod website for:
 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2flakeinstitute.org%2feducation%2fexecutive-certificate-in-religious-fundraising%2fecrf-schedule%2fecrf-schedule-june-2023%2f&srcid=334942&srctid=1&erid=734b5865-6a9d-4a74-b0e1-664584384d95&trid=734b5865-6a9d-4a74-b0e1-664584384d95
mailto:larry.strenge@elca.org
mailto:Tim.brown@elca.org
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=iu.zoom.us%2fj%2f83579718246%3fpwd%3dMmVNV3h0VFUxR05VQys2Q3BQSXN3dz09&srcid=334942&srctid=1&erid=734b5865-6a9d-4a74-b0e1-664584384d95&trid=734b5865-6a9d-4a74-b0e1-664584384d95


Summer/Fall In-person NRIT Events (mark your calendars, more info
coming soon.)
Recommended Online Classes
Boundaries Training Information

 
https://www.montanasynod.org/nrit

 
 

 

FLBC Updates

Mothers day brunch was a fun, beautiful
day! 170 people celebrating! THANKS all for
your gifts for camperships!

Summer staff have begun to arrive from
around the US and World!! Please pray for
these amazing young adults, as they begin a
summer of a lifetime!

Make plans to come to FLBC July 2nd 1-
9pm for the 80th anniversary birthday
party! History, swim, hikes, saunas, picnic,
Concert with Just Move (formally AGAPE),
worship campfire with singing through the
decades!! All are welcome, no need to
register, for the day, just come!!  (we do have
a few spots available for the whole
weekend. Please contact the FLBC office to
register.

June 9-11 is our annual Women’s retreat  with Rev. Dr. Meggan Manlove, who
will be leading the sessions on “Sharing our Faith Story” Fun, laugher, and chocolate
and wine! AND Pr. Meggan is the Bishop elect (as of April 29th) for the Northwest
Intermountain synod of the ELCA! To register go to our web site, or call our office.

We have room for Staff in Training, June 18-23. for those entering 10th-2023 HS
graduates. Come to learn what it means to be on staff, and come back for another
week, to BE a staff person! Apply today!!

Summer family weekend July 21-23 with Pastor JP Carlson, MSU Campus
Ministry! A great weekend relaxing weekend, of fun, food, water activities, and Bible
Study. Do as much or as little as you want! Register with FLBC today!

 
May 2023
Information for our Congregations

 
There is still room to register for camp this
summer! Space remains in most youth sessions and
families/adult sessions, including the Work
Weekend, May 26-29. Families register online.
 
Special guest speakers become part of the
Christikon life this summer during sessions for adults
and families. During Continuing Education Retreat
(July 25-28) we feature Dr. Eric Meyer. Watch
for topic details on our website for both Continuing
Ed and Mountain Weekend. Come spend a few days of

https://www.montanasynod.org/nrit
https://files.constantcontact.com/f49ad262201/ae73a597-33be-4a59-96cd-5b42911c90b4.pdf


relaxation, learning, and faith growth with us. Full
details can be found on our website www.christikon.org .
 
We covet your prayers for Christikon’s this summer, for our summer and fulltime staff, and
for all who join in the Christikon life.
 

CHRISTIKON
1108 24th Street West ● Billings, MT 59102

406 656-1969 ● director@christikon.org ● secretary@christikon.org ●
www.christikon.org

 

Synod Staff:
 
Bishop
Laurie Jungling: ljungling@montanasynod.org
 
Associate to the Bishop
Brenda Frelsi: bfrelsi@montanasynod.org 

Director for Evangelical Mission
Pastor Peggy Paugh Leuzinger: ppleuzinger@montanasynod.org
 
Director of Technology and Communications
Colter McCarty: cmccarty@montanasynod.org
 
Office Manager
office@montanasynod.org

Director of NRIT
Jenny Kunka: j.kunka@nrit.org

Click here to be taken to the newsletter archive
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