All Saints’  2023


GOSPEL:   Matthew 5:1-12     (“Glory to you, O Lord”)
5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
(The gospel of the Lord. “Praise to you, O Christ”)

SERMON
Let us pray: Gracious God, thank you for this new day. We thank you for this place that we gather in, and for the people who gather here. Send your Holy Spirit upon us. Send your Holy Spirit upon me so that some word of mine might be some word of yours for someone who needs to hear it this morning.   Amen.

Grace to you, living saints of God, and peace from God our Father and Creator and from Jesus Christ, his Son, our Savior, our Rescuer and our Redeemer. Amen.

Imagine, or remember, for a few moments, that you are busy.
(That probably doesn’t take too much imagination on your part)

You are busy going about your daily routines as you always do.

Your life is generally pretty good.   Work and home life seem to be going pretty well.
Your family is relatively happy and healthy.

Suddenly a stranger arrives…a stranger who invites you to leave everything…

leave everything that is familiar…including your family and close friends.

Leave it all and follow him.   The stranger chooses YOU to be a part of his team.

You don’t know how many members there are on this team or even WHO 
the members are or will be, and you wonder... Are they all like me? Do they think like me? Do they look and act like me?  Will they all agree with me?

You don’t have any answers. But you follow…not knowing exactly where you are going or how you will even get there.

You travel with this stranger from house to house, from town to town.
Some towns are familiar and some are not.
Some towns are friendly and receptive; others…. not so much

In fact, some towns are in enemy territory

You watch…you listen…you learn.
You are there when the sick are healed with a word or with a simple touch. You are there when blind eyes are opened with dirt and saliva. You are there when those in pain are comforted. You are there when men and women and children with disfiguring diseases are cured. You are there when the mental demons of crazed human beings are cast out and a calm spirit takes over.

You are drawn to him, this Jesus, this one they call the Messiah.

Many others are drawn here, too.

You are one of the chosen ones, set apart, made holy.

And you wonder...what is this all about?

It would be nice to have some direction—maybe a map or spiritual GPS.
Where are we going?  How am I prepared for my part in this divine drama?
That’s the context of this familiar gospel text that we call “the beatitudes.”
The disciples were invited to leave their comfortable and familiar lives.
And they did.   They left their jobs. They left friendly and familiar places--
They left their families.  Some, literally, dropped everything.

Jesus issued an invitation:  “come…follow me.  See what love the Father has given you, that you should be called children of God, and that is what you are.”
They traveled with him as he went throughout Galilee: teaching, proclaiming God’s Good News, curing sickness and disease, raising the dead.
And now, on a hillside, Jesus gathers them all: young and old and all ages in between—the rich, the poor and the middle class.
Jesus sat down. Sitting was a sign and posture of a teacher. 
All the people sat and came close to listen.
Jesus gathered them together and began to teach:
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.
11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.


This image is not unlike a commander addressing their troops before sending them into battle.   Some things in the battle are known.  But it’s mostly unknown territory.
Jesus gathered the people to prepare them for whatever battles and challenges they will be facing in their coming days.

These battles and challenges in their lives are, yet, unseen and unfamiliar and they are not prepared for them.
This is Jesus’ inaugural address to them and his inaugural address to us.  
We, also, face battles and challenges in our lives.
In the midst of whatever is happening now or in the days to come, Jesus declares:
BLESSED ARE YOU…..BLESSED ARE YOU AND ME.   BLESSED ARE WE!

A Hebrew blessing is very special. A Hebrew blessing contains the force of the giver.
The giver of this blessing is GOD.
There is no other giver with as much force or authority.

God’s blessings carry the assurance and guarantee of God’s word and God’s promise.
Whenever we read this text, we are struck by the transformation from hardship to promise:
Blessed are the poor in spirit---theirs is the kingdom of God.

Blessed are those who mourn---they shall be comforted.

Sometimes when we hear this familiar text, we mistakenly think we have to go


through each one of these hardships before we are blessed—or transformed.

But that is not what this text means.

Whatever situation we are in, whatever challenges or experiences we have or are going through, God CAN and God DOES transform them into blessings---into moments and miracles of grace: most of which may be difficult to see, at first.
We are very familiar with the many transformations we see routinely in creation…

Dry and dead bulbs will become spring flowers;

Tiny hard seeds become large majestic trees;

Dried and withered cocoons become colorful butterflies;
But those transformations in creation are nothing compared to the BEST TRANSFORMATION  OF ALL--you and me.
Through the waters of our baptism, we are transformed every day from death into LIFE.
We, who are sometimes lifeless and drained of energy….
We, whose hearts are sometimes hard and whose ears are often plugged….
We, who often whine and complain that we are too young, too old, too busy, 

too tired, too poor, too uneducated, too inexperienced to do whatever….
The gifts of the Spirit abound in each and every one of us and we are each transformed 
from death into life.

Every single day we are blessed and we are transformed through the waters of our 

baptism from death into life.  
That’s the promise….each and every day.
The human curse of the cross is cancelled by God’s blessing of Jesus.

Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, the cross was transformed from the symbol of torture and death into the symbol of hope and life.

Today we gather as saints—as the communion of saints, as we proclaim in our creeds.
We gather like those who followed Jesus, who sat at his feet, hungry and thirsty for a word of hope and promise.
We gather as living saints, hungry and thirsty for a word of hope, for a healing touch.
We gather as living saints, hungry and thirsty for a calm spirit, for comfort, for peace.
We gather as living saints, hungry and thirsty for our eyes to be opened and our ears to be unplugged.
We gather just like those who came and lived and died before us.
We gather just like those who had a vision for a community of saints to be planted right here in in this place, in this community.
At the time, they probably weren’t exactly sure what they were doing or if this faith particular community would continue.
But they gathered together.

They gathered as living saints to hear the story of hope and receive forgiveness.

They gathered as living saints to receive the bread of life and the cup of salvation
Today, we do the same. We gather here as the communion of saints.
Like those before us, we are also preparing and preserving the way for other 

saints--those brand new to their faith in Christ and those yet to be born.

We are here today. We answered the invitation to come, to follow.
(ADDITION FOR THOSE DOING LIVE-STREAM:  Some of us are physically in this space together. Others are part of this community of saints through the ministry of technology).

We are all saints….set apart and made holy…not by anything we have done, but called and set apart by God who sanctifies us and makes us holy.

We are all part of the cloud of witnesses….past, present, future…
We are the cloud of witnesses that sings, prays, listens, forgives, laughs, cries….

We gather to get our tools, to be prepared for the unknown and unexpected battles and challenges we will face as individuals and as the church.

Those may include times or feelings of despair, loneliness, hopelessness, loss, anger, disappointment, health or financial challenges.
We may face health or financial challenges, changes in relationships, or required lifestyle changes due to physical limitations.

We may face challenges that will question our faith and lead to struggles in our prayer life

We are weary of signs that seem to hinder the kingdom of God as well as events or natural disasters that shake the foundations of our faith: devastating earthquakes and wildland fires, violence in our homes and on our streets, horrific reports of war and violence in the Middle East, Ukraine and elsewhere around the world, children dying of hunger and treatable diseases, COVID outbreaks continue and the list goes on.

On All Saints’ Day we remember friends and loved ones who have died….whether that death was recent or many years ago.

Our tears still flow and the memories are fresh and our hearts ache.

Today, like every day, hear the Good News! BLESSED ARE WE!
Blessed are we as we grow through our challenges and struggles.
Blessed are we as the fierce winds of gloom and despair, physical or mental 

hardship try to smash our fragile spirits.

Blessed are we as we mourn for those who are no longer here…

Like a tender mother who comforts her hurting child, our faces are lifted and 

our tears are wiped away…dried by the one who wipes away all tears.

Jesus gathers us here as saints here…just as he did on that hillside long ago.

Times are not so different
Their world was filled with hunger, poverty, war, oppression, disease, violence.
God’s message is timeless and it is for all people for all time.

All are blessed…not by what we’ve done…but blessed and sainted by God who walks with us through whatever is to come.
We are blessed and sainted by God who loves and forgives us; who dines with us; who lives with us; who suffers and dies with us.

We are blessed and sainted by God who transforms us daily from death into life!
And then we are sent out… sent out to do something….to act and to be.
To be the body…the hands, the feet, the eyes, the ears and the voice of Christ
We are sent out to joyfully and generously give a portion of what we’ve been given.
We are sent out to teach the children to listen to teenagers and to each other.
We are sent out to care for each other and for the stranger and to forgive each other.

We are sent out to comfort the dying and to celebrate life and love.
We are and we believe in the communion of saints.

We are the communion or community that is called, gathered and enlightened by 

the Holy Spirit. 

Like those saints who have gone before us, we are blessed and we are sent out to do God’s holy work, as God’s holy people.

Thanks be to God!  AMEN.
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