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For I know the plans I have for 

you, declares the Lord, plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you a hope and a 

future.                 

                              Jeremiah 29:11 

 

This is one of my favorite Bible 

verses.  I was raised in a Christian 

home where my parents and sib-

lings have been active in the 

church.  I have met many men 

and women through the church 

that have always gave to the peo-

ple in need.   

 

I became active in the Montana 

Synodical Women’s Organization 

more than 20 years ago because a 

lady in my Church asked if I 

would like try for a scholarship 

for young women who are 

younger than 30 years old.  I re-

ceived one of the scholarships and 

have been at almost every event  

 

since.  It is always a great  

experience to listen to the women 

in the church to hear the stories of 

the friendships people have 

formed by working together for a 

great cause. 

 

Many of our churches in Montana 

and Northern Wyoming have 

made quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief, collected dimes for the 

Pool of Living Waters, collected 

items for the Rescue Mission, 

Women’s shelters and other good 

causes.   

 

The new Synodical Board met 

this past weekend in Lewistown 

and we have done a lot of plan-

ning for the next two years.  We 

are planning for our 25th Anniver-

sary of the Women of the ELCA.  

Watch for more to come.  The 

board would like to be part of 

your cluster meetings and any-

where that we can help you.  We 

want to know who the Women of 

the ELCA are here in Montana 

and Northern Wyoming.  Please 

keep us informed what your unit 

or cluster are doing.  

 

Check out the following website 

that gives you many good ideas 

www.womenoftheelca.org.   

 

Connie Hausauer, 

MTSWO President 

Daily Grace, where you’ll en-

counter God’s extravagant bound-

less and often surprising grace. 

Daily Grace, where you need it—

at your fingertips. 

 

This free App for iphone features 

¶ Daily reading 

¶ Reflections 

¶ Prayers 

¶ Connections to the liturgical 

and secular calendars. 

 

Visit App Store today to 

download, or go to 

www.womenoftheelca.org/apps 

for more information.  

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wo-dailygrace/id425207945
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   Address Changes   

 

 

 

 Have you changed 

your         mailing ad-

dress?  Please send             these 

changes to the following          as soon 

as possible: 

¶    Synodical Secretary 

¶    Newsletter Editor    
 

 

   From Your Newsletter Editor 

   As your newsletter editor, I look     

   forward to receiving news from    

   congregations, clusters and the   

   Montana Synod.  Please fill my   

   snail mail and email boxes with    

   news about past events, up- 

   coming events, celebrations,  

   activities, meetings, and new     

   cluster officers.  This is your   

   newsletter; share your news so   

   others can rejoice with you. 

 

   Thank you, 

   Sally Devine 

   11760 US Hwy 2 West 

   Marion MT 59925 

   406-858-2334 

   sdevine459@centurytel.net  
 

   Newsletter Dates: 

                     Deadline   Publish 

   Winter    Jan.  5 ...    Jan.  20 

   Spring    Apr. 5 ...    Apr. 20 

   Summer    Jul.  5 ....    Jul.  20 

   Fall    Oct. 5 ....    Oct. 20 

 

   (Subscription information    

    on back page.)  

 

 

Newsletters by Email 

 Call or email me if you would like 

to receive your newsletter by email.  

Being good stewards, this is one 

way to cut down expenses. 

 

 

 

 

           

          As a Community of Women 

           created in the image of God 

           called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 

           empowered by the Holy Spirit  

 

          We Commit Ourselves to 

           grow in faith 

           affirm our gifts 

           support one another in our callings 

           promote healing and wholeness 

           in the church, the society, 

           and the world.  
 

 

 

A School Kit Bag Lady 
 

Liz Schroeder, a dedicated quilter at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in Helena, turned her 

talented seamstress skills to sewing the back-

pack-style bags for the Lutheran World Relief 

School Kits.  Singlehandedly, Liz produced 

an amazing quantity of bags – 201!  These 

bags sewn from various fabrics in an array of colors will soon be 

filled with school supplies to help children continue learning despite 

the hardships they face.  Thank you, Liz, for your generous service! 

 
 

 

   

   Calendar of Events 
                         

     

     

Nov. 17-20 —TDTR Training—Seabeck Conference Center, Kitsap                                 

                          Peninsula in Washington. (See Page 11) 

2012 

Mar. 10-11 Cluster Coordinators’ Conference, Great Falls MT (Pg 8)  

 

 

mailto:sdevine459@centurytel.net
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Montana Synodical Board 

 

President:                                Mission Growth:  

Connie Hausauer                                    Diana Mastel                                        Ella Tweten 

1200 Blair Lane #4 PO Box 665 311 Spring Valley Rd. 

Billings MT 59102 Malta MT 59538-0665 Nashua, MT 59248 

406-248-3610 406-654-2988  406-785-4171—406-942-0324 Cell 

hausauer.connie@gmail.com dmastel1948@hotmail.com   etweten55@yahoo.com 

Cluster contact person  Cluster contact person for  Cluster contact person   for  

   for Beartooth Cluster       Bear Paw luster       Northeast Cluster 

          

 

 

Vice President:                                Mission Community: 

Debbie Sider Jennifer Asselstine Doris Tollefson 

PO Box 1685 PO Box 1314 PO Box 296 

Chinook MT 59523 Choteau MT 59422  Hinsdale MT 59241 

406-357-2433                                      406-466-3280                                     406-364-2271 

alcc@mtintouch.net  jenannassel@yahoo.com  

Cluster contact person for Cluster contact person for Cluster contact person for 

  Crazy Mtn. Cluster       Flathead and Great     Fort Peck Cluster   

        Divide Clusters    

        

 

Treasurer:                            Mission Action: 

Jannie Hartman Gayle Breding Virginia Rotering 

1526 A. Meadowlark Drive 1020 Terry Avenue  150 Skeels Ave #301 

Great Falls MT 59404 Billings MT 59102  Hamilton MT 59840 

406-453-0420 406-252-4808                                      406-363-4410—406-381-7002 Cell 

Jannie.hartman@gmail.com ceramicbuff@hotmail.com                   

Cluster contact person Cluster contact person for Cluster contact person for 

   for Bear Paw and                                Shepherd and Southeast                     Five Valleys Cluster 

  Russell Clusters    Clusters       

    

   

     

Secretary: Montana Synod secretary  

Robin Pambrun  MSWO.Secretary@hotmail.com  

320 8th Ave SE  

Cut Bank MT 59427                                                            

406-873-5938                                     Off-Board Position: Newsletter 

rpambrun@bresnan.net                      Sally Devine 

Cluster contact person for                 11760 US Hwy 2 West 

Golden Triangle Cluster Marion MT 59925 

    406-858-2334 

    sdevine459@centurytel.net   

      

       

Attention 

Unit & Cluster  

Treasurerôs 
 

Please remember to 

send your offerings  

to Jannie Hartman, 

our new synodical 

treasurer. 

Address on this page. 

mailto:mightb@bresnan.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:MSWO.Secretary@hotmail.com
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Annual Potatoe Pheed 

 

Trinity Lutheran WELCA ladies in Cody Wyoming hosted the    

annual Potato Pheed after church services on October 23. A baked 

potato bar, salads and desserts were enjoyed by many. 

 

A free will offering of $550.00, plus a  $500.00 donation from 

Thrivent will help our youth group go on a mission trip next sum-

mer.  Fall decorations included potato people adorned in chefs hat 

constructed of coffee filters. 

 
 

 

ELCA Malaria Campaign 
 

The ELCA, through the ELCA Malaria Campaign, is joining hands with eleven Lutheran church bodies in 

Africa and becoming part of an historic global movement to put an end to this preventable, treatable disease.  

Malaria kills over 800,000 people (primarily kids 5 years and under) each year, roughly 1 child every 45 sec-

onds. 

 

At the Montana Synod Women’s Convention in September, the Women of Montana and Northern Wyoming 

pledged to commit the funds collected through the Pool of Living Waters between now and the 2013 Conven-

tion toward this global campaign.  As active women of faith, we can partner together and make a huge differ-

ence in the lives of thousands of children.  Your ideas are needed to put action behind our commitment. 

 

Share your ideas for Malaria fundraising by contacting Mission Community Leaders Doris Tollefson 

dtoll@nemont.net (406) 364-2271 or Jennifer Asselstine jenannassel@yahoo.com (406-466-3280). 

 

Visit the ELCA Malaria Campaign website at http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-

World/ELCA-Malaria-Campaign for further information. 

 

 

 

News from Faith WELCA/

Reserve MT  
 

   Faith WELCA of Reserve, Montana 

(Plentywood Parish), has ten members, 

although, three members move away 

for the winter. 

 

   We spend a few hours each Tuesday 

tying quilts. Some members work at 

home on bags for school kits and items 

for layettes. Ages of our members vary 

from 62 to over 90. Our two younger 

members keep us “working.” A recent 

project was sending quilts, school kits 

and layettes to Minot N.D. where peo-

ple have been driven from h9mes due 

to flooding. 

 

   We treasure each other’s fellowship 

and are glad to be hands doing God’s 

work.  

 

Gertrude Sundsted 

 

Churches in Action  

mailto:dtoll@nemont.net
mailto:jenannassel@yahoo.com
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-Malaria-Campaign
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-Malaria-Campaign
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A Thank You from Lutheran Social Services 

from Kathryn Sabol, Executive Director of LSS 

  

    To the wonderful women of ELCA-- we have been absolutely stunned by the kindness and generosity you 

have shown us.   First, you were so welcoming when I showed up at your Helena gathering.  I have never in 

my life felt so at home among strangers!  Your hospitality, and the higher purpose your meeting so obviously 

served, was the perfect testament to the good things good women can do in the world. 

 

     When Connie told us that not only had you collected $772 for our Lutheran Disaster Response, but that you 

had also elected to donate your Pool of Living Waters offering to LSS, I was moved beyond words.  Your gift 

to LDR will give us a good head start on the next disaster that comes our way!  We can buy a lot of drinking 

water and diapers and infant formula with that money, and we will think gratefully of you when we are doing 

so. 

     And then there is the Pool of Living Waters!  What a beautifully named gift!  The $1,822.56 you have 

given to our adoption program will help us provide much-needed counseling and support to our birth mothers, 

whose selfless acts result in such deep feelings of grief and loss.  We are proud to serve as advocates for these 

mothers, and your support will make this ministry doubly blessed. 

 

     Thank you for all you have done for LSS.  If you would like to hear more about our work, or to meet with 

our adoption counselors in your area, please contact me at ksabol@sjlm.org.  We would love to hear from you! 

 

 

Gather  Magazine  
Same Great Magazine with Name Change 

 

       Recently the Lutheran Woman Today changed the name of the magazine to Gather. It contains the same 

great articles, devotions and bible studies for growth in faith and action.   

      Over the years many stories were heard from folks who stereotype the magazine and its readers, who 

thought Lutheran Woman Today, sounded dated.  So the editors did extensive research and called groups of 

women together to see what they thought.  They did paper and online surveys and focus groups and met with a 

consultant with a history of working with the ELCA.  The result of that year-long effort is the name Gather. 

     Lutheran women have long gathered together for quilting, bible study, service projects and just to have fun.  

Much of our faith is lived out in community.  Jesus said that where two or three are gathered, he is in the midst 

of them.  Sounds like he wants us to gather! 

     It is believed that Gather will help open the magazine to a broader, more encompassing audience – women 

of all ages who live out their faith in many ways. 

     The September issue begins the new Bible study on the Gospel of Mark. It promises to be a terrific study 

and Mark is full of amazing stories.  The writer, the Rev. Patricia Lull, does an excellent job of bringing read-

ers into the action.   

     This is a good time to share the magazine with others and you know how you feel when you read an article 

that particularly moves or encourages you.  Share that feeling with the other women in your life and help them 

grow in faith! 

     Other important resources for ministries of Women of the ELCA are Interchange and Café, which may be 

used to inspire program ideas and bring generations together. The Interchange is published monthly and Cafe’ 

is an on-line magazine for young women.  It brings young women together with not just something to read but 

also conversations about life and faith.   
  
Subscribe by calling 1 (800) 328-4648 or subscribe online at www.gathermagazine.org. 

mailto:ksabol@sjlm.org
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 Cultivating a Grateful Heart 
 

     In September, I had the good fortune to share time with the women of the Montana Synodical Women’s 

Organization as they hosted their biennial convention. As with any convention, I met many amazing women 

and shared times of laughter and fellowship that are the hallmarks of a Women of the ELCA gathering. But 

one woman named Pauline provided me with a special message that I will not easily forget. 

     She took some time with me on Saturday evening to share some of her life’s experiences. It was a familiar 

story of loss, sacrifice and regret. And yet, she said there was a moment when her life turned around… it was 

when she stopped focusing on what she didn’t have and began to concentrate her gratitude on one simple con-

cept. She called it “the joy of accomplishment.” To her it meant that she needed to stop worrying over whether 

she had the perfect career or a “complete” life, but instead to focus on the satisfaction of having a regular pay-

check or the comfort of sleeping in a warm bed. Up until that point, she had been consumed with her own 

“state of lack” in her life that she was unable to see the abundance she already possessed. 

     This message, so simple and elegant, might also be translated into our own lives. How many of us are con-

sumed with the pursuit of perfection? We are not satisfied unless our achievements match what the secular 

world deems success. We are focused on what we lack… on how we don’t measure up to a societal standard 

instead of being grateful for the abundance that God has already provided for us. 

One of the verses from our Triennial Gathering was from Philippians 4:8. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleas-

ing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these things. 

     Just like what Pauline shared with me, this passage tells us that God does not ask us to be perfect. God is 

simply asking us to fulfill the promise of our authentic selves… to tap into that place God creates for us that 

shows gratitude for the simple abundance that God provides for us… to be satisfied and content with the bless-

ings God has already given to us. 

     Pauline made me think about what might be weighing me down with unnecessary worry. She reminded me 

that sometimes it is enough just to be contributing and thriving. And she inspired me to consider what negative 

thoughts might be holding me back from just simply being grateful… “the joy of accomplishment”, she said… 

but I think it is more like being attentive and thankful for God’s abundant grace. 

 

Jenny Michael was elected president of Women of the ELCA at the Eighth Triennial Convention this past July 

and will serve for the 2011-2014 triennium. 

 

 

Have you checked out the WELCA blog site? Women of the Churchwide staff and board share random 

thoughts on this site. You are invited to visit this blog regularly at http//:blogs.elca.org/women.    

Jenny’s Cultivating a Grateful Heart message was posted on this blog.  

 

 

Cell Phones  
   Thank you so very much for the great response by bringing 

used cell phones to the convention in Helena. We collected 

68 used cell phones. They will help buy calling cards for our 

service men and women enabling them to call their families. 

   For the next two years it is going to be my goal to collect 

400+ used cell phones. Please continue to bring used cell 

phone to future conventions and cluster coordinators’ events.    

Thanks again for the awesome response. 

Gayle Breding 
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2011-2013 Montana Synodical Officers and Board Members 
 

Back Row:     Jenny Michael, newly elected President of  Women of the ELCA  

Middle row:   Debbie Sider,Vice.President: Jennifer Asselstene, Mission Community; 

                      Ella Tweten, Mission Growth; Connie Hausauer, President;  

                      Robin Pambrun, Secretary; Jannie Hartman, Treasurer;  

Front row:     Gayle Breding, Mission Action; Virginia Rotering, Mission Action 

                     Doris Tollefson, Mission Community. Missing Diana Mastel, Mission Growth. 

 

We were thrilled to have Jenny Michael, our newly elected President of the Women of the ELCA (left) and 

Inez Torres Davis, Director for Justice of Women of the ELCA (right) at our biennial convention in Helena. 

Jenny sent greetings from Churchwide, and gave a Churchwide report. She also led a workshop entitled 

ñLeave Your Excuses at the Door: Sparking Passion in Your Congregational Units.ò Inez led a series of Bible 

studies on the Book of John titled ñJourney to the Well.ò 
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Cluster Coordinatorsõ  

Conference  

  

ReinFormation 
  

ñTherefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed 

day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 

them all.ò 2 Corinthians 4:16-17 

  

March 10 -11  
Registration, 10am * Conference, 11am  

  

Ursuline Retreat Center  

2300 Central Ave  Great Falls, MT  

  
The Montana Synodical Women’s Board invites two women from each cluster to attend this FREE conference 

to gather information, plan future gatherings and renew themselves for women’s ministry.  Included in this 

package are Saturday lunch, dinner and lodging and Sunday breakfast. 

  

  

Registration is due by Feb. 17, 2012:  

  

Name___________________ Cluster______________Email__________  

  

Address______________________________Phone___________________ 

  
___Yes, I will attend the Free conference as  Coordinator or  representative (Sat. & Sun.) 

___Yes, I will attend the Free conference as Treasurer or representative (Sat. & Sun.) 

___Yes, I would also like to stay at the Ursuline Center Friday night ($41,double  $31, single) 

___Yes, I would also like to eat breakfast at the Ursuline Center on Saturday morning ($7.25) 

  

Detach & mail this registration to:  Robin Pambrun, 320 8th Ave SE, Cutbank, MT  59427  

Questions?  Call SWO President Connie Hausauer at 406-248-3610 or email at Hausauer.connie@gmail.com 
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Treasurerõs Report 
 

1 Peter 4:10 “Each one, as a good manager of Godôs different gifts, must use for  

the good of others the special gift he has received from God.ò 

 

 Among our special gifts from God is GRACE – the undeserved love and kindness shown  

to us by Him.  All we have God provides for us. 

 

 We, the women of the ELCA (WELCA),  praise God as we embrace our gift of Grace by caring, giving and 

sharing, opening our hearts and hands to be good stewards of these gifts by supporting those in need in all ar-

eas.  It is a privilege to serve God’s work with our hands.  As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, let us offer 

our thanks to God for his precious gift of Grace. With our special thankoffering gifts, which are given directly 

to Churchwide, we support the many areas of need within our world.  We, working together, can make a dif-

ference. 

 

 Our recent Biennial convention in Helena, allowed us to send contributions to:  ELCA World Hunger 

($103.30);  camperships for Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp and  Christikon Bible Camp ($672.00 each);   Pool 

of Living Waters, which was designated for Lutheran Social Services of MT, ($1916.16); Farm in the Dell 

($867.00) and from our convention offering, to Curchwide, Women of the ELCA ($772.00) and ELCA Do-

mestic Disaster Relief MT Synod ($772.00).  We can make a difference! 

 

 As we enter into the final quarter of our calendar year, please check your resources and make sure a portion of 

your regular offerings have been sent in to our local SWO along with any other assessments or designated 

funds you may have collected.  Besides providing the funding needed to have our conventions and gatherings, 

producing our newsletter, and supplying you with information, we, at the local level, also support many neces-

sary areas of need which you have chosen. 

 

At the end of the year, I will once again send out statements to each unit advising you of your contributions so 

that you can verify the amounts you have sent to us.  Together we do make a difference! 
  

Blessings Always, Jannie Hartman, Treasurer 
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Meet Our New Board Members 
 

     Hi, I’m Doris Tollefson, and I’m newly elected to the SWO Board. I am 

thrilled to be on the Board and am looking forward to serving the WELCA  

ladies in Montana and Northern Wyoming through Mission Community. 

      Hinsdale, Montana is my home.  My husband Jim and I have been married 

for almost 38 years and have lived most of our married life in Hinsdale.  We 

have two lovely daughters and four and half beautiful grandchildren.  Our 

daughter Heidi McColly lives on a ranch north of Hinsdale where she and her 

husband Mike are raising Logan, Mattea, and Kodi Kae. Heidi also teaches the 

third and fourth grade combined classroom in the Hinsdale School.  Becky 

Carlson lives in Billings where she teaches sixth grade at Blue Creek School, and she and her husband Jon 

are raising Skyler while expecting a new little one in May. 

      As I write this, I am preparing to retire from my teaching career in which I have been actively engaged 

for almost 40 years.  I’ve taught several places and have taught in several areas.  At the present I teach junior 

high English and keyboarding along with serving as Title I director for the Hinsdale School.  I am looking 

forward to my retirement so I can become more actively involved in my church and in our WELCA organi-

zation. 

     Hinsdale Lutheran Church is my home church, and I try to serve my church in as many ways as I can. I 

serve as secretary for our WELCA group as well as treasurer for our church, and I prepare the worship bul-

letins for Sunday services. I’ve been a congregational advocate for the Valley County Thrivent Chapter, and 

at present I am the records director (secretary).  In the fall of 2012, I plan to enter the LPA program so I can 

further serve my church. 

     For fun I enjoy participating in Bible studies, reading, walking, and watching birds.  The pastime I enjoy 

the most is spending time with my grandchildren whether it is playing together, reading together, or just 

hanging out together.   

     Now, you know a little about me, and I hope to get to know as many of you as I possibly can.  Conven-

tion in Billings in 2013 will be a great place for us to meet.  It’s never too early to start making plans.   

God’s blessings to you, 

Doris   

 

                                                                                 

      My name is Diana Mastel.  I am newly elected to serve on the SWO 

Board. (Mission Growth.)  I am a member of Unity Lutheran Church in 

Malta, Montana. My church activities include singing  in the choir, Bible 

study, secretary of Mary Circle and I give rides to people who cannot walk 

to church in the winter.  My phone number is 406 -654-2988.  Call me if 

you have any questions.  

  

                                                      

     

Hi, my name is Gayle Breding. I am married and have one son. I help my 

husband run his stone business. I am also involved in 4-H and have worked 

as a fair clerk. I enjoy doing all sorts of crafts and I also belong to a geneal-

ogy club. I look forward to working with the other ladies on the Board. 

Gayle Breding                                                                                                                                                            
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Gratitude for God’s blessings 
Support the women’s organization and its ministries with Thankofferings 
 

       Thankofferings are a tradition grounded in our celebration of community; meeting together to joyfully of-

fer our collective thanks to God. Your Thankofferings help provide for the total outreach of the women’s or-

ganization, each year supporting important programs, events, resources and initiatives for women throughout 

the greater church. It is this generous giving and building of community that equips us to articulate our faith 

and witness to the gospel.  

A Thankoffering service can be celebrated any time during the year so choose a time that works for your 

congregation. You can collect a Thankoffering at Sunday worship or at a weekday gathering of Women of the 

ELCA and use the Thankoffering service provided by Women of the ELCA.  

Thankofferings make it possible for the churchwide women’s organization, in partnership with congrega-

tional units and synodical women’s organizations, to create and support: 

 

¶ networks that nourish and sustain synodical leaders 

¶ anti-racism and cross-cultural programming 

¶ global education network and programs 

¶ new program resources (more than 30 have been produced since 2008) covering a variety of topics—all 

free—for your use 

¶ publications, including Interchange, Bold Connections, Gather magazine and Café 

¶ organizational development 

¶ cooperative efforts with other units of the ELCA and ecumenical partners 

 

Giving Thankofferings is grounded in scripture and also in our constitution. “All income, whether received 

by the unit, cluster or conference, synodical or churchwide organizations, shall be viewed as being given to the 

total program of Women of the ELCA.…Thankofferings shall be gifts from individuals in gratitude for bless-

ings. These offerings shall be received by the unit and transmitted in full to the churchwide organization for 

the support of the ministries of this organization and the church.” (Article X, Churchwide Women’s Organiza-

tion Constitution, Section 4, Item 1).  

One hundred percent of Thankofferings collected should be sent directly to the churchwide office of 

Women of the ELCA to assist with the ministry of the entire organization. And as you collect Thankofferings 

this year, please know that the churchwide expression of Women of the ELCA is deeply grateful for your 

stewardship and support. 

 

Linda Post Bushkofsky 

      Executive Director, Women of the ELCA  
(Article copied from October Interchange) 

 

TDTR Training 
 

     Four women from our SWO will attend the 2011 training for Women of the ELCA’s anti-racism peer edu-

cators’ network, Today’s Dream: Tomorrow’s Reality (TDTR) later this month on the Kitsap Peninsula in 

Washington.  Mait Board and Pastor Linda Webster will go into the “seasoned” woman track; Gloria Lannen 

and Erin Garlinghouse will go into the basic or beginners’ training track.  The Montana SWO is very fortunate 

in being able to send four women to the training, which will double the size of our team.  Each of these women 

has made a commitment to serve as MTSWO’s TDTR team for the next three years through the end of 2014.  

Now we need your commitment to invite members of the team to present anti-racism programs to your congre-

gational units and at cluster and synodical events.  Keep this in mind as you plan your programming for 2012.   

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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Newsletter Subscriptions 
Is your subscription current?  Check the date on your mailing label for your subscription renewal date.  Email 

subscribers will be notified when your subscription is due for renewal. Each congregation president, cluster 

officer and synodical officer should be receiving a complimentary copy.  Please give me a call if you should be 

receiving the Newsletter and have not.  (406-858-2334) 
 

Please pass this newsletter on to others or copy and pass around. 
 

The individual cost for the newsletter is $5.00 (hard copy) or $3.00 (email copy) per year.  To subscribe or  

renew your subscription, please complete the form below and send with a check to Sally Devine (address 

above).  Make checks payable to: Montana Synodical Women.  (Please do not send cash.)  

   Montana Synodical Women’s Organization 

   Sally Devine 

   11760 US Hwy 2 West 

   Marion MT 59925 

 

 

 

I would like to  [    ] subscribe or  [    ] renew my subscription to the MSWO Newsletter 

                 I would like to receive my newsletter by email (PDF format)  [    ] 
                                         

    Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    City_________________________________ State_______________ Zip____________ 

 

    Phone #____________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

    Cluster__________________________ Amt. Enclosed________________  ($5.00 PER YEAR) 
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2011 MONTANA SYNODICAL CONVENTION REPORT 

The 11th biennial convention of The Montana Syn-

odical Women’s Organization was held September 

23-25, 2011 at the Red Lion Colonial Hotel in He-

lena. Thirty delegates, four MTSWO officers, six 

MTSWO board members, and 62 participants at-

tended.  In addition, there were 18 guests who 

were speakers, workshop presenters, and Indian 

dancers for a total attendance of 120. 

 

The theme for the convention was “Reach Out!”  

The convention verse was “And God is able to 

provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 

that by always having enough of everything, you 

may share abundantly in every good work.” 2 Co-

rinthians 9:8.  Inez Torres Davis, Director for Jus-

tice of Women of the ELCA, was the main 

speaker.  She presented Journey to the Well, a Bi-

ble study in three sessions of forty-five minutes to 

an hour each.  This study centers on Jesus’ en-

counter with the Samaritan woman at the well and 

explores how Jesus crossed cultural barriers be-

tween Jews and Samaritans to engage the woman 

in discussion.  Inez related the study to systemic 

and institutional privilege and racism in our pre-

sent culture. 

 

Our churchwide representative and President of 

Women of the ELCA Jenny Michael participated 

enthusiastically in all aspects of our convention.  

She gave the churchwide report on Saturday morn-

ing and led a workshop entitled “Leave Your Ex-

cuses at the Door: Sparking Passion in Your Con-

gregational Units” on Saturday afternoon.  She 

gave invaluable help making sure that the audio/

visual equipment worked.  Jenny also gave the ser-

mon at Sunday worship. 

 

In addition to Jenny’s workshop, five other work-

shops were given: (1) “Spiritual Nutrition: Healthy 

Eating for the Christian Heart” with Christine 

Prescott; (2) “So, we know who our neighbor is. 

Now, what do we do with the information?” with 

Pastor Linda Webster on anti-racism; (3) Leaving 

a Legacy of Faith” with Pastor Dick Hardel; (4) 

“Farm in the Dell with Richard Saravalli and 

Lowell Bartels; and (5) a book review of Hotel on 

the Corner of Bitter and Sweet led by Jan Stocks 

and Sandra Blosser. 

 

On Friday afternoon women had the option of taking 

three tours: one of the Old Governor’s Mansion and the 

Montana Historical Society Museum; a guided tour of 

the Capitol; and a tour of the Holter Museum of Art.  

On Friday evening, Bishop Jessica Crist gave a greet-

ing and Mark Goetz of the Montana Hunger Committee 

showed the documentary Pray the Devil Back to Hell.  

 

Lucinda pins with proceeds to go to ELCA World Hun-

ger and olivewood art from the Christian Palestinians 

were available to buy. In-kind gifts were collected for 

the Helena YWCA that provides housing and help for 

homeless and poor women.  The Pool of Living Waters 

offering raised $1,822.56, which the delegates voted to 

give to LSS of Montana.  Women brought 100 jars 

filled with various items for the Jar Project that raised 

$867 for Farm in the Dell Great Falls. Sunday worship 

offering totaled $1,544 with one-half going to Women 

of the ELCA and one-half to ELCA Domestic Disaster 

Response for Montana Synod. 

 

Women enjoyed two skits, one on LWR Kit Changes 

and one on our theme Reach Out!  Two Native families 

performed American Indian dances and all women par-

ticipated in a round dance. The worship service con-

cluded the convention on Sunday morning with Jenny 

Michael preaching and Pastor Linda Webster officiat-

ing. 

 

I pray that all of us who attended were inspired to share 

abundantly our gifts and to reach out in love to people 

in need. May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 

all of you. 
 

Mait Board 
 

Business Transactions at the Convention 

 

2012-2013 Budget was adopted. 

 

New officers were elected for the coming two years. 

President: Connie Hausauer 

Vice President: Debbie Sider 

Secretary: Robin Pambrun 

Treasurer: Gloria (Jannie) Hartman 

Mission Growth: Diana Mastel and Ella Tweten 

Mission Action: Gayle Breding and Virginia Rotering 

Mission Community: Jennifer Asselstine and  

     Doris Tollefson 

(Continued on page 14) 
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ELCA Malaria Campaign was designated the 2011

-2013 Pool of Living Waters Offering Recipient 

 

The delegates passed three resolutions: 

 

Resolution relating to domestic violence against 

Native American women from Janice Larison of 

St. John’s Lutheran in Helena, MT:  RESOLVED, 

that the Montana Synodical Women’s Organiza-

tion, its congregational units and its individual par-

ticipants support with prayers and offerings a pro-

ject to bring awareness and education concerning 

domestic abuse/violence to the Rocky Boy com-

munity; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that Women of the ELCA, its syn-

odical organizations and congregational units fos-

ter the education of individual participants to un-

derstand and confront domestic abuse/sexual vio-

lence against American Indian and Alaska Native 

women and support with prayers, offerings, and 

grant monies programs and projects that address 

and seek to prevent and eliminate abuse and vio-

lence against Native women; and be it finally 

 

RESOLVED, that the first three “WHEREAS” 

statements and the second “RESOLVED” be me-

morialized to the 2014 Triennial Convention of 

Women of the ELCA.  Adopted. 

  

Resolution relating to synodically authorized wor-

shipping congregations in the Montana Synod 

from Sandra Blosser of St. Luke’s Lutheran 

Church in Shelby, MT: RESOLVED that the Mon-

tana Synodical Women’s Organization, its congre-

gational units and individual participants support 

and pray for these units [Synodically Authorized 

Worshipping Congregations: Sanctuary of Hope in 

Chester, Montana and New Hope in Great Falls] in 

their quest to become fully recognized members of 

the ELCA.  Adopted. 

 

Amended Resolution relating to Lutheran disaster 

relief – Montana from Virginia Rotering of Faith 

Lutheran Church in Hamilton, MT:  RESOLVED 

that the congregational units be encouraged to col-

lect money and send it to the ELCA Disaster Re-

sponse earmarked for Montana and Northern Wyo-

ming flood relief.  Adopted 

 

 

The delegates tabled one resolution: 
 

Resolution relating to changing the name of the or-

ganization to Montana/Northern Wyoming Synodical 

Women’s Organization from Elsie Wagler of Trinity 

Lutheran in Cody, WY.  Tabled to be brought up at 

the 12th Biennial Convention in 2013. 

 

THANK YOU: 
TO all the board members for their dedicated planning     

      and work for the convention. 

TO Jennifer Michael, our churchwide representative. 

TO Inez Torres Davis, our main speaker. 

TO Bishop Jessica Crist for her greeting. 

TO Pastor Linda Webster for leading Sunday worship. 

TO Janice Larison, our on-site coordinator. 

TO Mark Goetz, Montana Hunger coordinator, for  

      showing Pray the Devil Back to Hell. 

TO Aubra Lewis, our pianist. 

TO Debbie Sider for coordinating the Jar Project 

TO Margie Urich for song leader. 

TO Glen and Rose Gopher and the Conway family for    

       Native dancing. 

TO all our presenters and workshop leaders. 

TO Rick Elhart, Thrivent Financial agent, for hosting   

       a coffee break. 

TO Kris Peters for designing our convention logo. 

TO Myrna McCollum for serving as parliamentarian. 

TO all who served on the various committees: creden  

      tials, elections, nominating, minutes, offerings,  

      resolutions, and claims. 

TO all who attended and supported the convention in  

      prayer. 
 

 

Pre-register for Triennial Gathering 2014 
 

Discounted pre-registration for the 2014 Triennial 

Gathering at $250 is available until12/31/11. The 2014 

Triennial Gathering will be held July 24-27, 2014 in 

Charlotte, North Carolina.  

 

Check out www.womenoftheelca.org for new ideas 

and also to download a pre-registration form. Pre-

registrations can be transferred to someone else if for 

some reason you cannot attend.  
 

 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org

