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Greetings from the United Nations´ Permanent Forum 

on Indigenous Issues!  This month, Justin, Pastor Francisco Choque 

and I were invited to represent the IELB at the Indigenous Caucus in the Chan-

cellor´s Office.  During this event, indigenous voices from Bolivia were heard 

regarding topics such as the cultural importance of the coca leaf, the voting 

process for Bolivian representation, and the cry of Pachamama, our mother 

earth.  At the caucus, one Bolivian expressed his belief that all human beings 

with all of creation form a big family and explained how we should treat with 

respect and care the obligatory control that has to exist between humans and 

creation.  Another important message from the caucus was that the Whipala, 

or Aymara flag is created out of different colored, but equal -sized squares.  

The different colors representing the many nations that make up Bolivia, but 

the equal squares carrying the significance that we´re all equally important.  

While every caucus is important, this caucus was especially important as the 

Bolivian caucus presented to the United Nations Permanent Forum, their Decla-

ration on Indigenous Rights.  Watching as the Bolivian indigenous voices were 

heard, we felt a renewed sense of hope for the inclusion of all.  
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