Bibliography for Rural Ministry

A Good Time to be the Church, George Anderson, Augsburg, Minneapolis
A study and discussion book for study within the congregation

Creating the Caring Congregation, Harold Wilke, Abington Press, Nashville, 1980
Guidelines for ministering with the handicapped

Dismantling Racism, Joseph Barndt, Augusburg Minneapolis, 1991
What is Racism and how does it affect the church? ELCA 2002

Leading the Congregation, Abington Press, Nashville, 1993
Various topics about leadership, extensive bibliography

Making Sense of Scripture, David Lose, Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis 2010
Big Questions About the Book of Faith

Making Your Church More Inviting, Roy Oswald, Alban Institute 1992
A Step by Step guide for the congregation

Ministry in an Oral Culture, Tax Sample, Westminister/John Knox Press, Louisville Kentucky, 1994
Doing Ministry in a world of Stories, The Practice of Traditional Orality...

Open Secrets, Richard Lischer, Broadway Books, New York, paperback, 2002
Stories about ministry done in a rural setting

The Evangelizing Church, edited by Bliese and Van Gelder, Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis, 2005
Reclaiming the Gospel and how to share it.

The Great Permission, Bob Sitze, ELCA, 2002
Resource for congregational leaders

The Once and Future Church, Loren B. Mead Publication of the Alban Institute,
1991, reprinted 1994

Paradigms old and new, the reinvention of the church

Transforming Congregations for the future, Loren Mead, Alban Institute, 1995

Welcoming the Stranger, Patrick Keifert, Fortress Press, Minneapolis 1992
Public character of Christian thought and life in pluralism with Biblical hospitality.

Where 20 or 30 Are Gathered, Peter Bush, Christine O’Reilly, The Alban Institute, Herndon, Virginia,
2006 Leading the small cong.




