
Abolition Sundays 
!
 
“Executions harm society by mirroring and reinforcing existing injustice.  The death pen-
alty distracts us from our work toward a just society.  It deforms our response to violence at 
the individual, familial, institutional, and systemic levels.  It perpetuates cycles of violence.” 

-Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Social Practice Statement 
 
 
Capital punishment will be a hot topic in Montana’s legislative session next year.  
Now is the time to educate ourselves about the issue and join in the effort to end 
the death penalty for good.   
 

This spring, Bishop Jessica Crist and Montana Synod, along with the Montana As-
sociation of Churches and the Montana Abolition Coalition, invite you to partici-
pate in an Abolition Sunday. 
 

It’s easy! 
 
In the next two weeks, you’ll receive a call from an Lutheran volunteer, offering support and encour-
agement.  They can help connect you with many wonderful resources to assist your congregation in: 
 

• Preaching on the topic 
• Hosting a speaker 
• Showing a film 
• Facilitating a discussion 
• Leading an adult education class 
• Having a table with resources after services 

 
Want to get started now?  Contact Denver at denverh@mtabolitionco.org or (406) 239-3421. !
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alty distracts us from our work toward a just society.  It deforms our response to violence at 
the individual, familial, institutional, and systemic levels.  It perpetuates cycles of violence.” 

-Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) Social Practice Statement 
 
 
Capital punishment will be a hot topic in Montana’s legislative session next year.  Now is the 
time to educate ourselves about the issue and join in the effort to end the death penalty for 
good.   
 
NEXT WEEK, our congregation will hold an Abolition Sunday—a project of the Montana 
Association of Churches, in partnership with the Montana Synod of the ELCA. This is an 
opportunity time to learn about, discuss, and take action on the death penalty in Montana.  
 

Take part:  
 
<fill in details about what the church is doing, for instance> 
After the service, including a sermon about the death penalty by Rev. Reverend, join us in Congre-
gation Hall for:!
 

• A special guest speaker, so-and-so 
• The film, so-and-so 
• An open discussion 
• A table with information and ways to get involved 
• So-and-so, a grassroots organizer from the Montana Abolition Coalition 

 
Can’t make it next week but want to learn more?  Contact Denver at denverh@mtabolitionco.org or 
(406) 239-3421. !
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