MONTANA SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES
FEBRUARY 23-24, 2007
URSULINE CENTRE, GREAT FALLS, MONTANA

Synod Council Members Present: Vice President Jake Block, Treasurer Harold Spilde, Secretary Peggy
Paugh Leuzinger, Clarice Beery, Stephen Bahnmiller, Pr. Gary Cockrell, Ashley Glover, Pr. George
Karres, Wava Goetz, Steve Schumacher, Pr. Kim Wilker, Pr. Joel Brosten, Glenda Truesdell, Kathy
Slehofer. Absent: Allan Roush, Bill Duffey, Scott Southwick, Debbie Carlson Saylor. Non-Members
present: Associate to the Bishop Jessica Crist, Synod Office Manager Susan Hedahl, Synod Youth and
Family Staff Tammy Bull, Pr. Darius Larson, Pr. Charles Miller and Pr. Mark Grorud, Pr. John Lund.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Jake Block

The agenda was presented and Vice President Jake Block asked for permission to make slight deviations
to the agenda as printed.

Motion made and seconded to accept agenda.

SC07.02.01

VOTED: ACCEPT THE AGENDA

A motion was made and seconded to ratify the appointment of Gary Cockrell from the Flathead Cluster to
the Synod Council.

SC07.02.02

VOTED: APPOINT PR. GARY COCKRELL TO THE SYNOD COUNCIL

Secretary’s Report:

Motion made and seconded to accept the minutes from the previous meeting.
SC07.02.03

VOTED: ACCEPT THE SYNOD COUNCIL MINUTES FROM 9/06 MEETING

Correspondence: Thank you note was read from Pr. Robert Leaverton on behalf of those affected by the
Derby Fire for the gift from the Synod.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Harold Spilde presented the report. The year ended about $10,000 over the budgeted amount.
Total expenses were $1,067,440.47 and income was 1,099,626.90 It was noted that designated giving
was $228,594.14. Again thanks for the support and extra giving to the Synod and other partners.

The Endowment Fund is being examined and policies are being revised and will be presented at the June
1 meeting. The Kraftenberg Estate has been invested in the Mission Investment Fund and the sale of
stock will be added to that amount and will be included in the total amount.

Motion made and secondedt o accept the Treasurer’
SC07.02.04

VOTED: ACCEPT THE TREASURER’S REPORT

s report.



The Executive Committee has indicated that a budget of $20,000 is set aside for costs associated with the
election and transition of the new bishop.

Associate to Bishop Report:
Pr. Jessica Cristreportedo n  Bi s ho p Ridwe to pubnonerywemhbli ahdithe ompanion Synod
trip to South Africa.

Campus Ministry Report:

Pr. John Lund presented the report. The budget was met in the past year and John thanked everyone for
the support they have received. This year is the 100" anniversary of Lutheran Campus Ministry. The
Synod Assembly will be the event in which we will celebrate the ministry and look forward to the next
years. Campus Ministry Anniversary Celebration will be held in Missoula on April 21%. A $40,000
grant has been received at MSU for the facility.

Youth and Family Coordinator:
AIM Tammy Bull presented a written report  Information is out about MLYO on the Synod web site.
There is a need for adult support for Pr. Travis Norton as the pastor who works with the youth.

Executive Committee Report:

1. Motion made and seconded to accept the Constitution, bylaws, and continuing resolutions that have
been revised which are now in one document. (Contingent upon the approval of S9.04 at Synod
Assembly).

SC07.02.05

VOTED: REVISED CONSTITUTION DOCUMENT ACCEPTED

Rev. Charles Miller suggested that S9.04 be approved before the beginning of the balloting process at
Synod Assembly.

3. Motion made and seconded that Corrine and Jim Fredrickson be awarded the Spirit of Hope award at
the 2007 Synod Assembly

SC07.02.06

VOTED: CORRINE AND JIM FREDRICKSON RECEIVE THE SPIRIT OF HOPE AWARD

4. The recommendation was made to appoint the following to the 2007 Resolutions Committee: Tim
Tripple as chair, Bev Peterson, Steve Schumacher, Wava Goetz, Deb Koch, John Lund

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.07

VOTED: RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE APPOINTED

5. Recommendation to appoint Jan Nerem to organize an elections committee and serve as chairperson.
Other will be appointed from the local congregations.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.08

VOTED: JAN NEREM APPOINTED CHAIR OF ELECTIONS COMMITTEE



6. There will be a question about the use of voting machines at Synod Assembly on the evaluation. We
might build in the cost of renting machines in the registration fee another year.

7. Recommendation to appoint the nominating committee consisting of Karen Nave, Rev. Molly Sasser-
Goehner, Rev. Alan Baglien, Scott Southwick, Judie Cundy, Carol Kienenberger, Gary Gollehon, Rev.
Loren Gustafson, Rev. Kristy Daniels, Colleen Nelson, Rev. Tom Peterman, and Norm Unterseher, with
Judie Cundy as chair.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.09

VOTED: APPOINT NOMINATING COMMITTEE

8. Report on the Sexual Misconduct Policy. Had a boundaries workshop and training with the first
responders in the last weeks. The sexual misconduct policy continues to be distributed to congregations
and leaders. The misconduct policy is being used and is effective. Recommend to affirm the MT Synod
Sexual Misconduct Policy.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.10

VOTED: REAFFIRM THE MT SYNOD SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICY

9. Refer to each congregation guidelines for maintaining safe sexual boundaries —“ ®ward truth telling,
safety and healing” -- as a sample policy.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.11

VOTED: POLICY TO MAINTAIN SAFE SEXUAL BOUNDARIES: “TOWARD TRUTH
TELLING, SAFETY, AND HEALING” REFERRED TO CONGREGATIONS “

10. Parish/Congregational Realignment: Malta and Whitewater Lutheran (Unity Parish) has requested
that they be realigned with the Bearpaw Cluster. Recommended.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.12

VOTED: REALIGN MALTA and WHITEWATER LUTHERAN (Unity Parish) WITH
BEARPAW CLUSTER

11. Hetzel Board appointments: Rodney Casey appointed to a 3 year term and George Dalthorp
reappointed to a 3 year term to serve on the Hetzel Foundation Board. Recommended.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.13

VOTED: APPOINT RODNEY CASEY AND GEORGE DALTHORP TO A 3 YEAR TERM ON
THE HETZEL FOUNDATION BOARD

12. Renewal of AIMSue Thompson’s call: The Bi s hopAlM nd
Sue Tho mp s oMinistsr focGorigregatiansl Leadership Development be renewed for the

coming year. Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.14



VOTED: RENEW AIM SUE THOMPSON’S CALL AS A NON-STIPENDIARY CALL TO
CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND DEVELOPMENT

13. Issue a call to Pr. Steve Benson to serve in interim ministry. NOTE: Before the synod call to
interim service could be completed, Pr. Benson received a congregational call.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.15

VOTED: ISSUE CALL TO REV. STEVE BENSON TO SERVE IN THE MONTANA SYNOD IN
INTERIM MINISTRY

14. Election of new Executive Committee member: Wava Goetz is nominated.
Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.16

VOTED: ELECT WAVA GOETZ TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

15. Motion made and seconded to appoint Shaun Seedhouse to serve as a voting member to the 2007
churchwide assembly.

SC07.02.17

VOTED: APPOINT SHAUN SEEDHOUSE TO SERVE AS VOTING MEMBER TO 2007
CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY

16. License plate proposal and Gold Hill Lut h

17. Synod Treasurer: Harold Spilde has been nominated by the Synod Council to serve another term as
Synod Treasurer. The Synod Assembly will elect.

SC07.02.17

VOTED: HAROLD SPILDE HAS BEEN NOMINATED BY THE SYNOD COUNCIL TO SERVE
ANOTHER TERM AS SYNOD TREASURER.

New Business:
1. Synod Council Resolution: In Thanksgiving for 100 years of Lutheran Campus Ministry

WHEREAS, one goal of the Centennial celebration during 2007 is to help insure the future of Lutheran
Campus Ministry of Montana for the next 100 years; and

WHEREAS, the Lutheran Student Foundation of Montana has recently established an endowment fund to
support the mission of Lutheran Campus Ministry in the Montana Synod; and,

WHEREAS, the goal for giving to the endowment during the Centennial year is $110,000, therefore be it

RESOLVED that each congregation of the Montana Synod be encouraged to contribute a special thank
offering to benefit the endowment with a suggested contribution of $1 or more per confirmed member.

Motion made and seconded to send the Resolution to congregations.
SC07.02.18



VOTED: LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY RESOLUTION: THANKOFFERING FROM
CONGREGATONS

2. Election of the Bishop: Jake referred the Counciltothed o cument “Choosing a B
about campaigning and other issues, but is about the ecclesiastical ballot. Jake requested that the Synod
Council review the documents pertaining to the election of a bishop.

The Synod Council recessed at 11:50 p.m. for lunch and committee meetings.

The Synod Council was called to order again in plenary session at 3:32 p.m. Visitors included: David
Ophus, Kathy Johnson, Dave Peters.

Committee Reports
The Administration and Finance Committee

1. Salary Guidelines: The guidelines have been available for 2007 and the committee presented a
recommendation to adopt the 2008 minimum salary guidelines as presented.

Motion made and seconded.

SC07.02.19

VOTED: ADOPT THE 2008 SALARY GUIDELINES

It was suggested that next year the committee consider recommending that the continuing education
portion be increased, due to rising costs for continuing education.

2. Request from the Energy Conservation Loan fund from Synod.
Gold Hill Lutheran in Butte has requested a loan from the Energy Loan Fund. The committee approved
that the loan be made available.

3. Endowment Task Force: The Emmaus Fund, The Ramseth Fund, the Daehlin Fund and the Planned
Giving Fund are included in the endowment and are nearing the point of interest to be disbursed. The
task force is working on guidelines to be presented at the next meeting.

Kathy Johnson: Lay Pastoral Associates Report: Kathy mentioned the mentoring guidelines and LPA
handbook; documents that help to support the program. The people are so willing to learn and it is an
honor to work with the LPA candidates. About 50 have completed the program. They lead in so many
capacities; visitation, worship assistance, supply preaching, youth work.

The Education and Society Committee:

Youth Ministry: Report from TammyBull. The committee with Tammy’s a
adults to assist MLY O and Pastor Travis Norton.

Campus Ministry: Report from John Lund. The Education and Society Committee proposes a resolution
to the Synod Council for the Synod Assembly.



Synod Assembly Resolution

IN CELEBRATION AND THANKSGIVING FOR 100 YEARS OF
LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY

WHEREAS, one goal of the Centennial celebration during 2007 is to help insure the future of Lutheran
Campus Ministry of Montana for the next 100 years; and

WHEREAS, the Lutheran Student Foundation of Montana has recently established an endowment fund to
support the mission of the Lutheran Campus Ministry in the Montana Synod; and

WHEREAS, the goal for giving to the endowment during the centennial year is $110, 000, therefore be it

RESOLVED that each congregation be encouraged to contribute a special thank offering to benefit the
endowment with a suggested contribution of $1 or more per confirmed member, and be further

RESOLVED that each congregation encourage its students and members to share in Lutheran Campus
Ministry by prayer and participation.

Education and Society Committee, Montana Synod Council

Motion made and seconded to refer the resolution to the Synod Assembly

SC07.02.20

VOTED: RESOLUTION TO SYNOD ASSEMBLY REGARDING LUTHERAN CAMPUS
MINISTRY

Sabbatical Guidelines:
Motion made and seconded regarding the following changes to the guidelines: Delete the last sentence in
the first paragraph that begins “Although thes

Onthesecond page, revise the first sentence of the
(three month) may be granted to rostered persons normally after serving in a ministry site for five
year s ..’ and “it may be mfersthecomdietioeof iveyears bfferrice a r

i n the pr es ¢hatthesabmatical politygbe ificludedanra dacket provided to call committees,
included in the Synod Handbook and mailed to pastors and council presidents.

SC07.02.21

VOTED: APPROVAL OF SABBATICAL GUIDELINES WITH CHANGES

Planning and Organization Committee:
Report given on plans for Synod Assembly
Interfaith Reports:

Motion made and seconded that ELCA congregations of the MT Synod be encouraged to find ways to
enter into fellowship with our Methodist brothers and sisters as we already have an inter-Eucharistic



agreement and anticipate that the 2009 churchwide assembly will enter into full communion with the
United Methodist Church.

SC07.02.22

VOTED: ENCOURAGE CONGREGATIONS TO ENTER INTO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE
UNITED METHODISTS

Dave Peters gave the LSS Report.

Evaluative materials regarding the mission of the Synod and also the qualities needed in a Bishop were
examined and changes and suggestions were received. Vice President Jake Block requested that each
cluster representative contact congregations in their own cluster and encourage them to participate and
respond to these tools.

Mission and Outreach Committee:

Domestic Hunger grant awards were announced.

Report from Darius Larson: Reported about the transformation process and congregations involved.
Question has been raised about the possibility of a Synodically authorized ministry in Big Sky.

AIMSu e Tho mps dwelveshurches precalready involved in the Natural Church Development
process and six are involved in the Centered Life program. A task force is being established to plan a
“Gr owi ng kirel@dd’'esv 2009. for 2008

License plates: Consensus that this be referred back to St. Paul Lutheran in Missoula.

The plenary session Il was adjourned at 5:35 p.m.

Synod/Churchwide Consultation

Charles Miller and Mark Grorud presented the Synod/Churchwide Consultation in the evening.

In the churchwide office, they have been working on four words: collaboration, cooperation,
coordination, and communication. It is about all sorts of ways in which there is movement back and forth
from the churchwide and synods.

The Plenary session I11 was called to order at 8:45 a.m.

Charles Miller and Mark Grorud continued their report about Synod/Churchwide Consultation.

David Ophus presented the LMMS report.

Margie Fielder presented the Mission Investment Fund report.

Old Business:



Motion made and seconded that the Synod Council authorize a vote by electronic means to adopt the
“proposed standing rul es”(byemail) bytMarch24§07 MT Synod
SC07.02.23

VOTED: PROPOSED RULES FOR 2007 SYNOD ASSEMBLY TO BE PASSED BY EMAIL

BALLOT AT LATER DATE

Synod Treasurer: Harold Spilde has been nominated and a unanimous ballot has been cast for treasurer.
New Business:

Motion made and seconded that the Synod Council adopt the proposed budget for 2008 as presented.
Income of $1,160,547.93 and Expenses of $1,160,547.93

SC07.02.24

VOTED: ADOPT THE 2008 PROPOSED BUDGET

Motion made and seconded that the MT Synod Bishop reside in the Great Falls area where the MT Synod
office is located.

SC07.02.25

VOTED: POLICY CHANGE THAT BISHOP LIVE IN CITY WHERE SYNOD OFFICE IS
LOCATED

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. and all joined in the closing prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Peggy Paugh Leuzinger
Synod Secretary



