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Mait Board  
 

2 Corinthians 9:8 NRSV   
 

And God is able to provide you 

with every blessing in abun-

dance, so that by always having 

enough of everything, you may 

share abundantly in every good 

work."  
 

John 10:10 I came that they may 

have life, and have it abun-

dantly.  NRSV  

Dear Sisters in Christ: 

 

The 2 Corinthians passage is the 

theme verse of our Montana 

SWO biennial convention in Sep-

tember.  That verse and the pas-

sage from John 10:10 capture 

well the overflowing outpouring 

goodness of Godôs gifts to each 

of us, especially his greatest gift ï 

Jesus Christ. We are called to 

share Godôs gifts with others,  

 

 

which brings us to the overall  

theme of our convention Reach 

Out!  When the SWO board was 

planning the convention, we 

thought of ñReach Out!ò as an 

extension of the theme of the 

Eighth Triennial Gathering -- Re-

new, Respond, Rejoice!   

 

There are some significant ways 

that we will be reaching out and 

sharing our gifts with others at 

the convention.  In-kind gifts will  

be given to the YWCA of Helena 

that is committed to providing 

women with safe, affordable 

housing and assistance in access-

ing community resources.  Most 

of the women living at the 

YWCA were homeless and have 

extremely low incomes.  The 

Women of the ELCA and the 

YWCA share common goals of 

eliminating racism and empower-

ing women.  We will be reaching 

out with our convention offering 

ï both personal and congrega-

tional unit ï with one-half to sup-

port Women of the ELCA 

churchwide ministries and one-

half to ELCA Domestic Disaster 

Response for disaster relief in the 

Montana Synod.   

 

Be creative and fill a jar with irre-

sistible items for the Jar Project.  

Proceeds from the jar auction will  

 

 

benefit Farm in the Dell in Great 

Falls, a ministry for development 

tally disabled people.  Purchase a 

pin from a new batch of wonder-

ful Lucinda pins and benefit 

ELCA World Hunger.  You have 

a voice in the selection of the re-

cipient of the Pool of Living Wa-

ter offering. See ñPool of Living 

Water,ò on page 11. 

           

With all this reaching out to oth-

ers, we also want to reach out to 

our sisters in our organization.  

The Montana Synodical 

Womenôs Organization needs 

each congregational unit to elect 

a delegate to come and carry out 

the business and elect leadership.  

We need lots of participants to 

come to make new friends, to re-

new old friends, and to bind all of 

us together in love.  We simply 

need you to come to Helena and 

be in community with each other.  

We need you to Reach Out!  

 

Mait Board 

MTSWO President  
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  Address Changes   

 

 

 

 Have you changed your        

 mailing address?  Please send             

these changes to the following          

as soon as possible: 

¶    Synodical Secretary 

¶    Newsletter Editor     
 

 

   From Your Newsletter Editor 

   As your newsletter editor, I look     

   forward to receiving news from    

   congregations, clusters and the   

   Montana Synod.  Please fill my   

   snail mail and email boxes with    

   news about past events, up- 

   coming events, celebrations,  

   activities, meetings, and new     

   cluster officers.  This is your   

   newsletter; share your news so   

   others can rejoice with you. 

 

   Thank you, 

   Sally Devine 

   11760 US Hwy 2 West 

   Marion MT 59925 

   406-858-2334 

   sdevine459@centurytel.net  
 

   Newsletter Dates: 

                     Deadline   Publish 

   Winter    Jan.  5 ...    Jan.  20 

   Spring    Apr. 5 ...    Apr. 20 

   Summer    Jul.  5 ....    Jul.  20 

   Fall    Oct. 5 ....    Oct. 20 

 

   (Subscription information    

    on back page.)  

 

 

Newsletters by Email 

   Call or email me if you would 

like to receive your newsletter by 

email.  Being good stewards, this is 

one way to cut down expenses. 

 

 

 

 

           

          As a Community of Women 

           created in the image of God 

           called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 

           empowered by the Holy Spirit  

 

          We Commit Ourselves to 

           grow in faith 

           affirm our gifts 

           support one another in our callings 

           promote healing and wholeness 

           in the church, the society, 

           and the world.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW FOR  

MTSWO CONVENTION  

 
    
The book Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

has been chosen for the book review for the Montana  Synodical 

Womenôs Organization in September.  The author is Jamie Ford of 

Great Falls.  The book is about what happened to Japanese-

Americans in the Seattle area during World War II.   

   
   Calendar of Events 
                         

     

     

    Aug. 20-25  ð Great Divide Cluster Servant Week at Rocky Boy 

    Sep 23-25ð   Montana SWO Convention: Red Lion Colonial,  

                           Helena, MT 

    Nov. 17-20 ðTDTR TrainingðSeabeck Conference Center, Kitsap                                 

                          Peninsula in Washington. (See more information on      

                          Page 13) 

 

 

mailto:sdevine459@centurytel.net
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President:                                Mission Growth:  

Mait Board Ruth Allen          Ella Tweten 

2704 Gold Rush Avenue 1110 Valley View Dr. 311 Spring Valley Rd. 

Helena MT 59601 Great Falls, MT 59404 Nashua, MT 59248 

406-442-9308 406-453-2172  406-785-4171 

mightb@bresnan.net             re.allen@bresnan.net     etweten55@yahoo.com 

Cluster contact person  Cluster contact person  Cluster contact person    

   for Southeast Cluster    for Russell Cluster     for Northeast and 

     Fort Peck Clusters 

 

 

Vice President:                                Mission Community: 

Connie Hausauer Gayle Breding Margie Urich 

1200 Blair Lane #4 1020 Terry Avenue 908 Broadway 

Billings, MT 59102 Billings, MT 59102 Townsend MT   

406-248-3610 406-252-4808 406-266-5679 

hausauer.connie@gmail.com ceramicbuff@hotmail.com  m.urich@hotmail.com 

Cluster contact person Cluster contact person Cluster contact person 

    for Beartooth and    for Beartooth and    for Great Divide Cluster 

    and Shepherd Clusters    Shepherd Clusters  

        

 

 

Treasurer:                            Mission Action: 

Jannie Hartman Lin Olson Mer leen Bergstad 

1526 A. Meadowlark Drive 1400 Knight St. 116 Riverview Drive E.    

Great Falls MT 59404 Helena MT 59601 Great Falls, MT 59404 

406-453-0420 406-449-7416 406-788-7454   

Jannie.hartman@gmail.com roses3@bresnan.net merleen3340 @msn.com 

Cluster contact person Cluster contact person Cluster contact person 

   for Bear Paw and Crazy     for Five Valleys Cluster    for Russell Cluster 

   Mountain Clusters         

    

   

     

Secretary: Montana Synod secretary  

Sandra Blosser  MSWO.Secretary@hotmail.com  

216 7th Avenue North 

Shelby, MT 59474 Off -Board Position: Newsletter 

406-434-9371 Sally Devine 

mtswosecretary@hotmail.com 11760 US Hwy 2 West 

sablosser@hotmail.com Marion MT 59925 

Cluster contact person 406-858-2334 

   for Golden Triangle and sdevine459@centurytel.net   

   Flathead Clusters   

       

Montana Synodical Board 

Attention  

Unit & Cluster  

Treasurerôs 
 

Please remember to 

send your offerings  

to Jannie Hartman, 

our new synodical 

treasurer. 

Address on this page. 

mailto:laglimm@hotmail.com
mailto:mightb@bresnan.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:MSWO.Secretary@hotmail.com
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Be Challenged:  Inez Torres Davis , Women of the ELCA Justice Coordinator, will be our key-

note speaker and Bible study leader.   Learn more about anti - racism and share your concerns.  

 

Explore : Come to Helena and tour the Capitol, Original Governor's Mansion, Historical Society Mu-

seum, or Holter Museum of Art.  

 

Be Involved:  Everyone attending the Convention can participate in these Workshops on:  Anti -Racism, 

Farm in the Dell, Spiritual Nutrition, Leadership Training, Faith Formation and Womenõs Wellness and 

Book Review of òHotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweetó.  Get a copy of this book by Jamie Ford, read it 

and come to hear the views of others and to share your own.  

 

Share: Bring in-kind gifts for Helena YWCA, Make a Jar Project for Farm in the Dell fundraiser, and Bring con-

vention and Pool of Living Waters offerings. 

 

Be Inspired:  Singing and Music, Sunday worship with sermon by Jenny Michael, Church wide Repre-

sentative, Having fun and enjoying fellowship, and renewing friendships and making new ones. 

 

Learn:  Conduct business with election of SWO officers, adopt budget and resolutions.  
 

 

ALL HOTEL RESERVATIONS ARE ON YOUR OWN 

$90.00 Plus tax for double occupancy. 

Call 1-800-Red-Lion for reservations under Montana Women of ELCA rate. 

Hotel Reservation deadline for group rate is Aug. 22nd. 

 

 

  

ñAnd God is able to pro-

vide you with every bless-

ing in abundance, so that 

by always having enough 

of everything, you may 

share abundantly in every 

good work.ò   

2 Corinthians 9:8 NRSV 

Montana Synodical Womenôs 2011 Convention 
 

September 23-25, 2011 

Red Lion Colonial 

2301 Colonial Dr. Helena, MT  
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TREASURERõS REPORT 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

 

         ñReach Outò.  As we look forward to the upcoming Biennial Convention in Helena in  

September with the excitement of seeing many old friends and making new ones, along  

with listening to many good speakers, taking part in the election of officers, resolutions, etc., let us also con-

template how each of us might contribute spiritually and with love, by reaching out to those around us.  

ñReach Outò, carries an impact into each of our lives in so many different ways.   

 

         One of the very visible means of ñreaching outò is our stewardship of time, talent and funds.  Naturally, 

as your SWO Treasurer, I am going to speak to you of ñfundsò and its importance within our group.    The im-

portance of your giving is three-fold. 

 

        First :  One-half of your regular offerings are sent to Churchwide.  It provides income to support the on-

going work of Women of the ELCA and covers to operational costs of the organization so that we may collec-

tively make a difference in our world.  Thankofferings show gratitude for Godôs blessings, one hundred per 

cent of which is sent to Churchwide. 

 

        Second:  It lets us, as MT SWO, support the various missions we as a group have endorsed. 

 

        Third :  Your convention assessments must be remitted before convention time so your delegate will have 

a VOICE and a VOTE .  If the assessment has not been received, the delegate shall have a VOICE but  NO 

VOTE.    
 

         I have sent a report to each Church Unit apprizing them of their individual giving.  Please check it care-

fully to be sure it matches your records.  If in your letter to the Treasurer you did not receive that individual 

report, it means for whatever reason (most likely, it is buried somewhere on my desk) I did not receive your 

offerings or assessment.  Please let me know immediately.  The eligibility of your delegate to vote may depend 

on it. 

 

         The following is a list of giving per cluster for the period dating 2/1/11-6/30/11.   

(This is not your individual CU report). 

 

BEAR PAW CLUSTER ...............................  $  565.50 

BEARTOOTH CLUSTER ............................      916.55 

CRAZY MOUNTAIN CLUSTER ...............      307.50 

FIVE VALLEYS CLUSTER ........................        78.25 

FLATHEAD CLUSTER ...............................      474.50 

FORT PECK CLUSTER ..............................      454.60 

GOLDEN TRIANGLE CLUSTE R .............        70.00 

GREAT DIVIDE CLUSTER ........................      822.42 

NORTHEAST CLUSTER ............................   1,400.78 

RUSSELL COUNTRY CLUSTER ..............      215.00 

SHEPHERD CLUSTER ...............................      364.60 

SOUTHEAST CLUSTER ............................      235.00 

 

May Godôs blessings be with you always.  Iôm looking forward to seeing you at the convention!  Jannie 
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         Be challenged, be inspired, see old friends, and 

make new friends.  It will happen at the Biennial 

Convention of the MT SWO Women of the ELCA, 

September 23-25, 2011 at the Red Lion Colonial, 

Helena, MT.  Registration forms will soon be in the 

mail.  Make your reservations early! 

 

         Be thinking of a 

ñJar Projectò!  The 

SWO is asking women 

from all churches to bring 

at least one ñJar Projectò 

to our convention in Sep-

tember 23-25, 2011, at 

the Red Lion Colonial, in Helena.  Fill any size or 

type of receptacle with whatever you would like.  

Some suggestions are:  Fishing lures, M & M candy, 

cookies, home canned items, dry cocoa mixes, quilt-

ing squares, buttons, old jewelry, hair care essentials, 

bath products or whatever you would like.  Have fun 

with this; brainstorm, pick a theme.  The more 

unique and appealing the jar looks, the more interest 

it will generate. 

 

         You can purchase tickets for your favorite jars 

during the convention.  Proceeds are designated for 

ñFarm in the Dellò this year.  A brochure will be en-

closed with your letter from the Treasurer.  Letôs 

show our support! 

 

         Farm in the Dell, a special farm for special 

people.  FID is now being established in Great Falls 

and Butte, and has been in operation in Helena for 

the past several years.  After receiving a Murdock 

Grant, Farm in the Dell-Great Falls, held its ground 

breaking ribbon ceremonies in May of this year.  

They are located on 40 acres of donated land in the 

Sun River Valley, 5 miles west of Great Falls, 535 

McIver Road.  Butte also will be located on donated 

land.  Their main monetary support comes from our 

charitable donations, contributions and bequests.   

Our prayers and support are important to them.  

They can be found on line at 

www.farminthedellgreatfalls.org.  With over 2000 

developmentally disabled people in MT alone, this 

goes beyond just a community project and becomes 

a need that requires our response. 

 

         The goal of Farm in the Dell is to provide 

developmentally disabled adults an opportunity to 

live and work in a rural setting.  The Farm will 

maintain a Christian lifestyle within a family at-

mosphere; provide comprehensive residential ser-

vices, employment, care provider planning and af-

fordable housing options.  Services will be unique 

and customized to meet individual needs, hopes 

and dreams.  Residents can choose to work at the 

Farm or in town.  Likewise, those who live in town 

can choose to work at the Farm.  All will receive 

vocational training, communication skills, and in-

dependent living and socialization skills and have 

recreation and leisure time activities.  They will be 

trained to report to work on time, work without 

interruption and accurately complete assigned 

tasks.  Some of the vocational opportunities af-

forded to them include greenhouse work, garden-

ing and farming, caring for animals and workshop 

activities. 

 

         For more information, call Jannie Hartman at 

453-0420. 

 

 

 

 

MT SWO Women of the ELCA 

Biennial Convention 

September 23-25, 2011 

RED LION COLONIAL ï HELENA, MT  

http://www.farminthedellgreatfalls.org
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*** SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR MTSWO CONVENTION ***  

 

The Montana Synodical Womenôs Organization will be offering two $100.00 scholarships to first-time atten-

dees to the convention to be held September 23-25, 2011 at the Red Lion Hotel in Helena.  If you are inter-

ested and eligible, please complete the application form below and send to Sandra Blosser, 216 7th Ave N. 

Shelby, Montana by August 15, 2011.     

 

MTSWO Scholarship Application 

    Name________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 

   Telephone Number _____________________________ email address_____________________________ 

   Congregation __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED é  

 
Why should you submit a resolution at the MTSWO convention?  A resolution is your opportunity to ad-

dress problems, situations and concerns that affect the churchwide, synodical or local units of Women of the 

ELCA.  What exactly is a resolution?  Resolutions are written documents that advocate for specific change or 

action in order to meet the purpose of an organization.  They provide guidance for the action of the board, 

make statements on behalf of the members, and commit convention delegates and boards to take action, such 

as sharing information in their congregations. 

 

Resolutions are your voice.  If you want to speak up and be heard, this is one way of expressing yourself.  

Resolutions provide for the vision and direction of our organization.  If you have an area of concern that you 

feel needs to be addressed, a resolution is a way of requesting action and beginning discussion and delibera-

tion. 

 

WHEREAS, a resolution is your opportunity to address concerns;  and 

 

WHEREAS, a resolution provides for the vision and direction of the Montana Synodical Womenôs Organiza-

tion; and 

 

WHEREAS, MTSWO needs to hear your voice and know your concerns; therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED that our congregational units submit resolutions to Gayle Breding by September 1, 2011. 

 

(Page 8 explains how to submit a resolution.  The form for submitting a resolution is on page 9.) 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 

 

WHAT IS A RESOLUTION?  

 

A resolution is a proposal, presented in written form by a delegate, on which a convention takes action or ex-

presses itself as holding certain views. 

 

WHO PREPARES AND PRESENTS RESOLUTIONS? 
 

Every congregation/inter-congregational unit has the right and privilege to prepare and present, through its 

delegate, a resolution to the convention. 

 

HOW IS A RESOLUTION WORDED?  

 

Please adhere to the following format: 

WHEREAS, (State the preamble, or reason, the motion is being offered for consideration.) 

 

Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED THAT (State the motion.) 

 

Resolutions must be signed by a delegate and include the name of her unit and city. 

 

HOW ARE THE RESOLUTIONS HANDLED AT CONVENTION?  

 

Any delegate may offer a resolution from the floor which is relevant to any pending question. Resolutions of a 

general character and not relevant to a pending question may be introduced at the time ñNew Businessò is 

called for during the convention.  The Committee on Resolutions then prepares recommendations for conven-

tion action on the resolution received.  The committee will also help delegates with proper wording of a resolu-

tion.  Three copies are necessary: one for the secretary, one for the president, and one for you to keep. 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS MAY BE MAILED TO:  

 

Gayle Breding - Resolution Chair    

Women of the ELCA 

Montana Synodical Convention 

1020 Terry Avenue 

Billings, MT 59102 

     

 

 

Please make 3 copies: PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, PROPOSER OF RESOLUTION 
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RESOLUTION  
 

 

The following resolution is related to_______________________________________________                                                                                         

(Indicate topic) 

 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT (not essential, but can be included) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLVED, that 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Name:_______________________________ 

Congregational Unit:___________________ 

Address: ____________________________ 

City: ________________State:___________ 

 

 

SEND TO: 

Gayle Breding - Resolution Chair    

Women of the ELCA 

Montana Synodical Convention 

1020 Terry Avenue 

Billings, MT 59102 
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Churches in Action  
 

Turner Women Enjoy Fellowship 
 

     Turner Women of the ELCA met for their 2nd Quarterly 

meeting of the year. After opening devotions they discussed 

confirmation dinner, the giving of senior graduate blankets, 

our joint parish service in June, In Kind Gifts to give to the 

Triennial Convention and several other items on the agenda.  

     Members present L to R: Kirsti Cederberg, Virginia 

McCraken, Linda Hauge, Anita Reed, Bridget Reed, Brooke 

Reed, and Glenna Ammen.  

 

 

 

News from Sunburst Lutheran 

  Sunburst Lutheran raised about $720 during Lent    

  for our Buck-a-Chick project. Our Sunday School        

  children colored the poster chicks. 

 

  Committee members are: Irene Gerner, Dottie  

  Moss, and Luanne Wallewein. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church, Glasgow MT 

  
     Every year on the first Thursday in May, we 

have a party honoring our ñover 80ò ladies. The pre

-school children entertained with fun and action 

songs they learned this year. 

     Roberta Barnstad, wearing an old-fashioned 

cobbler apron, read a story on the variety of uses of 

aprons in the years past; such as dusting furniture, 

wiping a child's tears, or even gathering eggs fro 

the chicken coop.  Karyl Barnes told of garden 

vegetables we need to plant. Among them squashð

always squash gossip; lettuceðlettuce be faithful; 

turnipsðturnips for meetings; thymeðtake thyme for one another. Water freely with patience and cultivate 

with love. 

     Pastor Scott Hedegaard led in a hymn sing and then we had some delicious goodies and much visiting,  

reminiscing and laughter. 
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Cell Phones for Soldiers 
 

Make plans to attend the SWO Convention this Fall in Helena and gather up old cell  

phones to bring. There will be a collection box available to place your phones.  
 

The donated phones will be sold to a company that buys and recycles them.  The money  

we receive will be used to purchase calling cards for our soldiers that need them. 

 

Late Breaking News é 
 

Delegates and participants who come to the conven-

tion will be able to see Pray the Devil Back to Hell.  

This documentary chronicles the remarkable story 

of the courageous Liberian women who came to-

gether to pray for peace and staged a silent protest 

outside the Presidential Palace in order to end a 

bloody civil war and bring peace to their country.  

Leymah Gbowee, a keynote speaker at the Triennial 

Gathering in July, led the movement for peace and 

is featured in the film.  Mark Goetz, Montana 

Synod hunger coordinator, will introduce the docu-

mentary.  We thank Mark and the hunger committee 

for making the film available to us. 
 

Mait Board 

IN-KIND GIFTS  
 

The In-Kind Gifts for the 2011 Convention will  

be donated to the Helena YWCAôs Community  

Resource Pantry. 
 

Wish List Items include: 

Full -size toiletries: (shampoo, conditioner,  

 deodorant, razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental 

floss, lotions, facial cleaner soap, cotton balls, cotton 

swabs, feminine hygiene products 

Alarm clocks 

Laundry items:(detergent, quarters and baskets) 

Manicure and Pedicure Sets 

Gift cards for haircuts 

Organizational Items; (pens, pencils, highlighters, 

notebooks, flash drives, bus tokens) 

 

 

 
 

Pool of Living Waters 

 

Remember to save your dimes and bring them to our 

Biennial Convention in September. At the conven-

tions the Delegates will decide where the money will 

go. You may also participate in this decision by 

sending your recommendation to Connie Hausauer.  

The delegates will then choose from the list of rec-

ommendations.   
 

Connieôs address is: 1200 Blair Lane, #4, Billings, 

MT 59102,  or email to Connieôs new email ad-

dress: hausauer.connie@gmail.com.  
 

 

Renew, Respond, Rejoice 
 

We have about 61 ladies going to the triennial  

from all over Montana. You can check out the  

womenoftheelca.org/triennial website to keep up 

with the triennialôs daily activities. 

 

What to Bring to Convention 

 

Bible, Pool of Living Water  

dimes, In-Kind gifts for Helena 

YWCAôs Community Resource  

Pantry, jar for jar project, conven-

tion offering, yourself and a 

friend, and cell phones for  

soldiers.  

Please Note: 

Ruth Allen has a new email address: 

re.allen@bresnan.net 

mailto:hausauer.connie@gmail.com
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            Continued on page 13 


