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Mait Board 
 

Presidentôs Message 
 

Philippians 1: 3-6  I thank my God 

every time I remember you, con-

stantly praying with joy in every one 

of my prayers for all of you, because 

of your sharing in the gospel from 

the first day until now. I am confi-

dent of this, that the one who began a 

good work among you will bring it to 

completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ.   

 

Dear Sisters in Christ: 

 

The past two months have proved to 

be a challenging time for our organi-

zation.  It began with the jolt of 

shock and sadness when we heard of 

the sudden death of our treasurer 

Jean Dreikosen.  It was painful and 

difficult to realize and accept that 

this energetic, vibrant woman was  

 

gone, leaving us with aching hearts 

and a vital leadership position to fill. 

At Jeanôs memorial service which 

was held in the Hinsdale school gym 

filled with over 500 people, Jeanôs 

son Billy gave a moving eulogy.  

After recounting her dedication and 

involvement in her family, her 

church, her work and her commu-

nity, he ended with the challenge to 

ñStep It Upò and follow Jeanôs  

example of service. 

 

ñStep It Upò became my mantra to 

myself and the rest of the SWO 

board, and step it up present and  

former board members certainly did.  

Dana McColly gathered together the 

treasurerôs materials which I brought 

home and has faithfully mailed to me 

the Region 1 registrations and unit 

offerings that were sent to Jean.  Jan 

Stocks helped us with our duties at 

Synod Assembly and at the Region 1 

Gathering. Gayle Breding put to-

gether a memorial service that was 

held at Connie Hausauerôs home in 

Billings before Synod Assembly.  It 

was a blessing to be able to gather 

and share some of our favorite stories 

and memories of Jean. 

 

Serving as the interim treasurer and 

taking the registrations for Region 1 

opened my eyes to what a big job the 

MTSWO treasurer has. In our search 

for a new treasurer, we contacted ten 

women who all declined for various 

reasons. When Jannie Hartmanôs 

name was brought forward, we con-

tacted Linda Post Bushkofsky,  

 

Executive Director of Women of  

the ELCA, about the constitutional 

restriction of having two women 

(Merleen Bergstad and Jannie) from 

one congregation (Redeemer in Great 

Falls) serving on the board.  Through 

Lindaôs prompt action, we were 

granted a variance to our constitution 

by an email vote of the executive 

committee of Women of the ELCA.  

So it is with great relief and gratitude 

that we welcome Jannie Hartman as 

our treasurer, who got right into the 

thick of it at the Region 1 Gathering 

in Kalispell by taking over the  

registration table.   

 

And so I come back to Paulôs  

wonderful words from the first  

chapter of Philippians.  I thank my 

God every time I remember Jean; I 

thank my God every time I remem-

ber the present and former MTSWO 

board members who stepped it up; 

and I thank my God every time I re-

member all of you, my sisters in 

Christ, for your faithful participation 

in our organization.  ñI am confident 

of this, that the one who began a 

good work among you will bring it to 

completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ.ò   

 

God bless each of you, 

Mait Board 

MTSWO President  
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  Address Changes   

 

 

 

 Have you changed your        

 mailing address?  Please send             

these changes to the following          

as soon as possible: 

   Synodical Secretary 

   Newsletter Editor     
 

 

   From Your Newsletter Editor 

   As your newsletter editor, I look     

   forward to receiving news from    

   congregations, clusters and the   

   Montana Synod.  Please fill my   

   snail mail and email boxes with    

   news about past events, up- 

   coming events, celebrations,  

   activities, meetings, and new     

   cluster officers.  This is your   

   newsletter; share your news so   

   others can rejoice with you. 

 

   Thank you, 

   Sally Devine 

   11760 US Hwy 2 West 

   Marion MT 59925 

   406-858-2334 

   sdevine459@centurytel.net  
 

   Newsletter Dates: 

                     Deadline   Publish 

   Winter    Jan.  5 ...    Jan.  20 

   Spring    Apr. 5 ...    Apr. 20 

   Summer    Jul.  5 ....    Jul.  20 

   Fall    Oct. 5 ....    Oct. 20 

 

   (Subscription information    

    on back page.)  

 

 

Newsletters by Email 

   Call or email me if you would 

like to receive your newsletter by 

email.  Being good stewards, this is 

one way to cut down expenses. 

 

 

 

 

           

          As a Community of Women 

           created in the image of God 

           called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 

           empowered by the Holy Spirit  

 

          We Commit Ourselves to 

           grow in faith 

           affirm our gifts 

           support one another in our callings 

           promote healing and wholeness 

           in the church, the society, 

           and the world.  
 

Mailing Addresses Needed for Unit & Cluster Officers 
    
Please send me the names and mailing addresses of Unit Presidents, and 

all Cluster Officers. These officers should be receiving a complimentary 

copy of the newsletter.  
 

Email:  sdevine459@centurytel.net 

or snail mail to: 

Sally Devine 

11760 US Hwy 2 West 

Marion MT 59925 

406-858-2334 

  Calendar of Events 
  Aug 6-7ðGlobal Mission Gathering, Billings, MT. 

                    (Page 7) 
 

   Aug. 19    5:30 pm Great Divide Cluster Gathering at 

                    Hope Lutheran Church, Anaconda.           
 

   Sep. 9-12  Getting to Know Our NeighborsðImmersion  

                     Experience at Rocky Boyôs Reservation and  

                      registration form due August 15. (Page 9) 
 

  Sep. 15       Application deadline for Seed Grants Program  

                     (Pg. 11) 
 

   Oct. 1-3      Golden Triangle/Flathead Cluster Fall Retreat  

                      @ Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp (Page 11) 
 

   Oct. 8-9      Growing In Godôs Field III, Helena MT. (Pg. 10) 

mailto:sdevine459@centurytel.net
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President:                                Mission Growth:  

Mait Board Ruth Allen          Ella Tweten 

2704 Gold Rush Avenue 1110 Valley View Dr. 311 Spring Valley Rd. 

Helena MT 59601 Great Falls, MT 59404 Nashua, MT 59248 

406-442-9308 406-453-2172  406-785-4171 

mightb@bresnan.net             queen_of_hearts2054@yahoo.com     etweten55@yahoo.com 

Cluster contact person  Cluster contact person  Cluster contact person    

   for Southeast Cluster    for Russell Cluster     for Northeast and 

     Fort Peck Clusters 

 

 

Vice President:                                Mission Community: 

Connie Hausauer Gayle Breding Margie Urich 

1200 Blair Lane #4 1020 Terry Avenue 908 Broadway 

Billings, MT 59102 Billings, MT 59102 Townsend MT   

406-248-3610 406-252-4808 406-266-5679 

chausauer2003@yahoo.com ceramicbuff@hotmail.com  m.urich@hotmail.com 

Cluster contact person Cluster contact person Cluster contact person 

    for Crazy Mountain,    for Beartooth and    for Great Divide Cluster 

    Beartooth and     Shepherd Clusters  

   Shepherd Clusters      

 

 

Treasurer:                            Mission Action: 

Jannie Hartman Lin Olson Mer leen Bergstad 

1526 A. Meadowlark Drive 1400 Knight St. 116 Riverview Drive E.    

Great Falls MT 59404 Helena MT 59601 Great Falls, MT 59404 

406-453-0402 406-449-7416 406-788-7454   

Jannie.hartman@gmail.com roses3@bresnan.net merleen3340 @msn.com 

Cluster contact person Cluster contact person Cluster contact person 

    for Five Valleys Cluster    for Russell Cluster 

    

   

     

Secretary: Montana Synod secretary  

Sandra Blosser  MSWO.Secretary@hotmail.com  

216 7th Avenue North 

Shelby, MT 59474 Off -Board Position: Newsletter 

406-434-9371 Sally Devine 

mtswosecretary@hotmail.com 11760 US Hwy 2 West 

sablosser@hotmail.com Marion MT 59925 

Cluster contact person 406-858-2334 

   for Golden Triangle and sdevine459@centurytel.net   

   Flathead Clusters   

       

Montana Synodical Board 

Attention  

Unit & Cluster  

Treasurerôs 
 

Please remember to 

send your offerings  

to Jannie Hartman, 

our new synodical 

treasurer. 

Address on this page. 

mailto:laglimm@hotmail.com
mailto:amoneil@ttc-cmc.net
mailto:laglimm@hotmail.com
mailto:mightb@bresnan.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:gjdreik@nemont.net
mailto:MSWO.Secretary@hotmail.com
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The Cross was lifted high at 

the Region 1 Gathering   
 

     What a wonderful and uplifting 

weekend we had in Kalispell at the 

Region 1 Gathering.  One hundred and 

fifty -five women came from Alaska, 

Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana 

ï even Illinois, Minnesota, and Cali-

fornia to participate.  Under the able 

leadership of Gloria Lannen and the 

other Region 1 Coordinators and the 

work of the Montana SWO board 

members, all the planning and prepa-

ration resulted in a great gathering.  To 

quote from a thank-you received from 

a Washington attendee:  ñThe gather-

ing ran like clockwork, it was fun, it 

was inspirational, it was fun, it was 

informational, it was entertaining, it 

had challenge, it was fun, and it was 

so good to be with so many enthusias-

tic women.  The venue couldnôt have 

been better! Oh, and did I mention it 

was fun?ò  
 

     Participants were generous in their 

offerings.  Over $565 in gift cards and 

$231 in cash and checks were the in-

kind gifts for The Abbie, a domestic 

violence shelter in Kalispell.  Also 

$55.00 went to The Abbie from the 

sale of crosses. A special appeal 

brought in $192.55 to help with the 

flooding on the Rocky Boy Reserva-

tion.  An offering of $ 3,587.00 was 

received with half going to church-

wide Women of the ELCA and half to 

ELCA Disaster Relief Fund.  A huge 

THANK YOU to all who planned, 

worked, contributed, and participated.    
 

-Mait Board 

Montana Synodical Board 
Front Row:  Mait Board, President, Lin Olson, Mission Action, 

                    Sandra Blosser, Secretary, Merleen Bergstad,  

                    Mission Action 
 

Back Row:  Connie Hausauer, Vice President, Margie Urich,  

                    Mission Community, Jannie Hartman, Treasurer, Ruth   

                    Allen, Missiion Growth, Ella Tweten, Mission Growth 

                    (Gayle Breding, Mission Community not in picture) 

The Butte Emergency Food Bank was the 

recipient of a $2,000 grant from the 

Women of the ELCA.  This grant will 

fund the purchase of a six-month supply 

of diapers of various sizes to distribute to 

the needy who come for food to the Food 

Bank and to other agencies in Butte, e.g., 

SafeSpace and Community Health. 
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Photos of Region 1 Gathering 
 

 

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Opening Greetings 
The gathering open on Friday, June 25, with 

greetings from Bishop Jessica Crist of the 

Montana Synod, Terri Lackey, managing  

editor, Lutheran Women Today, Sandy Lange 

(Montana) and Phyllis Rude (Alaska) Church-

wide Board members. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Bishop Jessica Crist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Terri Lackey  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sandy Lange & Phylliis Rude 

 

Gloria Lannen from Montana Synod served as the 

gathering Emcee 

Pastor Mark Gravrock  
Pastor Gravrock led our Bible study titled ñWhat if 

the Upward Call goes Down? Paul and the Cross.ò  

He brought the scriptures alive through word and 

music. 

 


