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Bishop Hansor distinguished delegates and parucipants,
radies aind gentlemen. dew fniends. 1 greet yeu on behalf of e
Lutneran World Federanon (1LWE). of which vou are a part. |
vrzet vou from the stafl in (nn'*\'

vanoas field programs thatare w3

but aise the swll rom e
S eoanties around the world,
[ stand before you also to bring a very special sreeting A
month sgo. 1 wasn Kazaldistan vasiting our meniber chorch,
And that churel bas a ustony, T kelizve maost of you knew, thut
cannot be described in words, but ondy in tears. They knew Twas
soing tbe conung here. And [ asked them what shoald T aan®
Tuey gave me the same nessage 1 u;w—“ vou Ulree vews ago,
Tiev sad. “Teil them we he ELCA Lias a special
relehionshun wath that chuel toough yow Suumcm Oluo Synod.
I have et Bp Holloway. and 1 raveled thiee yews ago m thel
jend  And ey want vou to know they upheid you m their prayers
T wanl to thunk you also tor the many slatements that you
lave made inyelation 1o your work and the suppaostthat yoa have
givento the Lutheian Woirld Federation® malwia, HIV and AIDS.
the work of refuvees, what Ralie [Deffenbaugh Jr §j vas talking
about here, wnd the hueger programn that bas also touched the
aves of my people in Zimbubwe
I want o thank you also for vour own sons and danghters
who are workmg in the LWEF i Geneva. One of themtis with me
pere. Kathryn Johnson. She 1< the assistant general secretny
responsible for ecumenical affaws
Wiath that, let me sy o you also tlat on Thursday afternoon
I armived in Mainneapohs wath anncipation. T was nundioi ot the
fect thut the Evangebeul Lutberan Clunch in America’s
Churclywide Ascembly was in session. Yet I could not help bal
recait that exactly 52 years ago this month, duiing almost the
sae dates—it was August 15-25, 1957—Lutheruns gathered
from five continents in Minneapohs o the third Assembly of the
Lutheran World Federanon. The Minneapolis Audiorium was
the plece of daly worship and where as

supvived

cinbly business wus
conducted  The theme around which the Assembly was
crgantzed. and upen whieh the delegates rellected together. was
“Cliist hrees and anites ™ Clhintst frees and unites

Tt was o theme that spoke duectly to
57 yems ago.
perspective

he global situation of
All the delegates exammed that theme fhiom the
of thewr own experiences, whether 1t was post-war
cxperience or those that came hom the <outhern ienuspherc and
the colenial experience

Among the delegates. tne ol the meost conspiitons

paucipunts wis Bishop Ovdass rom the Luthesan Cliach

Hungarv. He had been 1:1n":w:[cd for hos [tk
sfrange reason. ke was 2
Assembly ol

relarn, |

Ant for sone
eased by wwhories o attend the

p Muimegapolis, \\-nh the understanding that upon s
e Wus Lo 20 back 0 his jan celi. The urganjzers of the
A':bcmhi), had :'cqucxlcd R (o ba the preacner for the Sunday
that fell within the penod of the Assembly. Ordass 15 said (o
Fave preached for those who weie present & moving $emion on
ihe theme. “Chuist frees and vimtes.”

The response vl the Assembly 1o that proclamation was ot
w words. Howas in tems, for the whole hiope he preclaoned was
the hope inJesus Chrstin the nudst of turmaet. and consequences
of the Second World War - Those tears of the partncipants that
were shed ar that tme reming us today of the tears that washed
the feet of Jesus Chnst. Today you are gathercd in the same
place to share the same faith and hope—yes, that feith and hope
that shines precisely in the nudst of doubts. vulnerabilities,
hesitations, und all kands of fear Fiftv-two vears ago. the
relation between and among the Lutheran churches was marked
By susprion We were rot even able w share the Lord's Table
with cusimess

Yet, 1t was i Uie madsi of o]l those doubts sus Scion. s
fears among them that the Lutheruns rediscovered anew what
unity mzans That tue unity 15 a gift Tnisa @ift rooted m the
proclauranon of the Gospel and the celetrauon of the sacraments
Thus gift 15 God's own work. And our hands are (o sarve that
unity They understoed that we. tierelore, cannot use our hands
o puil spart Gad's costy work,

In fakt ol that rediscovery., our forebears in faih decided 1o
do the most sensible thing 1o do under those ¢ircumstances, and
that is to stay togetber. Trey éid not forsake one another. They
did pot anathemanze each other  They understood that the
Church is the body of Chiist. a creature of the Gospel  wnd,
therefore, not ours to dismember. They have therefore left
helind for us from rhas city of Mimeapolis, a legacy for us to
Stuy together Over the years. this yearning for unity has
vansfoneed the hie of the Lutherar Wald Federation, movine
1t trom a fzderation of churches 1o a commumon of churches

Th:s growth o conmmmumon has not been a steady one. Towas
warked by difficuives, struggles, detours, and delays, and ais0
with jov. And il does nol mean uiiformity ameng the churches
We embiace, onmany issues. both theological wnd cthical. a wide
range of teaching and practices. But 1o be wited in the Gespel and
atuted i the table of the Load has allowed us to grow zlso in ow
relatienskhip of nevtahny and wccounta

lity. of respect for one
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anctarzr Tlus veamung tor wuly fas made i possible 1or the
Lutneran Waorld Federgtion o speak wnd act on behall of the
majoniy of world Lutherans i (ne weas of imlernatonal diakenic
ane advocacy It has wrged us toward deeper relanonslups with
oher Chnsnans including  the  landmark  ecumenical
accomphishment of the “Jomt Declaration on the Docuine of
Justificanon,” te enth anuversary aof which we vl celebrate this
very vear—together wath the Methodists this time.

It s myy hope that i our owr LWF Assemibiv next yeur in
Stutzart, Germany. we shall take yet another cracial step in
pelation 10 our own tredilion We will ask forgiveness for the
irgacy of @ violent persecution aganst the Anabaptist Chrisiians
that goes back 1o the 10th centwry - To make such a self-critical
move wnd teoadnat that we did something wrong would be
anather mark of maturity as o communion af caurches

Thas gowth m vommunion has oot been a perfect process
It certamty not fimshed vt Butthas been the joy of my Jong
expeitence and work in the LWF (0 witniess the steps that have
peer taken so far We cannat cheose the challenges which e
present=d w futhful Cluistan witness in ourown hifetimezs. They
come to s, 50 (o speak. without our praver Butin the Lutherm
Warid Federation, we Jook 10 the futuze with hope that we will
continue o grow i communion with one another anc 1 aty
with the whole Chinich of Jesus Christ

I believe that tie whole Cliistian Chureh will be served wel
if Lutherans can provide an example of living togetaer m tove.,
speatdng wuth, confessmg the faith, and sharing one another’s
jevs, challenges. and contlicts. We are makimg an elfort 1o carry
thys out i relation 10 the difficut Ivsue of our tmes wday. the
one 1ssue that occupied this Assembly intensively duing the las
davs  The Lutheran Wonld Feaerunon has entered a protess i
which member “11!"“‘-’ weinvied [0 consult with one anuihe
petiod o § 200F

pssues of Trernage.

during the £ five years begn
.~Arn.]_\. and sexaainy

conauct tus discussion 1o an open, de

on e ethwca

They are tequested
cent, and respectiul way
Your work at this assembly is one such aspect in the process

Asaguest of this agsembly, I have Listened and watched very
cinetully as you bave taken this tusk very seriously, You have
not addressed these questions as a stand-alone gathermz, You
have mvited o your mudst ecumenical paners and purtners
fom other churches. Some of these ecoumemcal purieers and
sster churches nave agreed. m some have disagieea, with e
cpovton vou are aking  Dwantio emphasize that i this contexdt,
even the eapresstons of disagiecments e
adevrsindity of the Chureh of Jesus Chnst.

Ag yvou himed up in front of the podium i the red hine or the
areen line, yf\u have spoken with one another (rom vour hearts,
You have spoken from your pein and from your \me.*glns You
have spoken \HUI respect for one another and with dignity |
huve to sey that Thas manner of deliberating wnong yoursehves
does 4 great deal of honor to your church Again and again e
heard vou make reference o Paal's letter 1o the Gaigans n
whieh you suy that we are to bear one another’s
dning so. we fulfill the law of Chust,

Thic 1s 4 mark of & Chiistian connnunity, which
distmguushes the Chwek flom the
each person bes

siems of the

burden. for in

sharply
wavs of this warld, m which

ar< their own burdens. But in the Church. we ae

not atlowed 1o bea om buardens alone. My presence here s o
aon of how pauch we care for vou  Itis an cwbodnnent of the
pravers for your work from the Charch 2round the world. Yow
Mail 1S OUr pPan
our members

Your struggles wre our siruggles. Even when
s Capiess concern and disagreement with what you
e doing, that expression of disapproval 18 o mark that our hives
are ued wgether i ways thal we can never explam
continie 1o pray fur one another For
burdens of onc another.

Let oy
in doing se. we cary the

You are now beginning to predare 1 go back (o yow tespictive
homes, vour respective congregations and synods  Whatever vour
opunons have been, T know that each one of us here |
changed

s been
by what we said and what we cid in dus windblown
assembly Lwihich the Holv Spuit of God has been at work

As you et agan: 1o e comnianities of fuith which sen vou
here, you will have towordo vet more. Toey wiil want (o hear Lo
vou es W what sappzned o Momeapolis, And vou need to speak (c
them about the assembly o ways that will build ap the body ot
Chiist The history of Lutherans meeting in thus city 52 years ago
mvates you o tat role. The Gospel ealls vou o il Chyist frees and
Chiist angtes. This is your call: o be servants of fresdom. w be
servants of umty

Bishop Hamson, allow e 1o firdsh vath a note that 1< personal
Iwant to taank yvou. For e ths 1s the inst assenbly that | stand
heime you 1 nave sppeared o the wssemblies so many tmes tiat ]
ant sure you tunk Tam pat of tie saff of ELCA T want 1o thark
Bishop Hason and Tonz Harcon for their faendship, And T give
ihanky for all of vou, T have had a wonderful time. T have been
well-received. It you hear that Ishmac! i complainmg i e was
nevey received in the ELCA, please doubt that

I was impressed today, and I hegar to think 11T were to co
heaven wotught ane God gave me wi audience for six minutes ]
micht have a chance o possip about hose people calied Lutherans
oy the ELCAL And what shall T say aboui them:? Do you wan:
know wizt I would sav? Do you really want te know? Well [l
tell vou. only you Don’t tell anybody else. 1 would say. "God,
those people love thewr chureh I lnow it 1 have witnessed it so
many nmes when I attended the assemblies or other events. God.
those people wre very generous They give und share what linle they
have waly their sislers and brothers beyond the borders of the
epubbe af the Umited Suates of Amenca. God, those people ate
Lutastue volusteersm, They voluntees lar everytlung! God, send
the Holy Spirdt w kezp Cens together ™ You stay togethert This s
what T would gossip to God aboul

Twant to thank thus chureh for vour son, Bishop Hanson, for s
icadershup in the Federaton: for the tme he spends hecause you
have provided time to him: for his fanily and the rest of the staff of
the ELCA who crisscross this warld i order 0 maintain
velavemsiups beraeen your choreh and the alobal community

As T rake leave of vounow, T greet vou with the words of Ruii
whien she was addressing her mother-m-law “Enteat we, Lord, tha
Ishould notietwn Where you go. Twall go. where you lodge. 1 wiil

lodge, Yourpeaple shal. be my peaple. your God shall be my God ™
Sank you
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